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Abstract

Holding Congregational Prayers
in Schools from Viewpoint
of Educational Jurisprudence

= Seyyed Nagi Mousavi*

@ Objective: This study aimed at examining ‘holding congregational prayers in schools’ through
jurisprudence, as well as inferring its rulings and the rulings on educational methods in this regard and
harmful methods involved.

@ Method: Tosolve this problem, this study has used the jurisprudential method based on the methodology
of jurisprudence (and educational jurisprudence) and has deduced the degree of desirability of holding
congregational prayers and its useful and useless methods by referring to the Qur’an, the Sunnah, the
intellect, and the rules of jurisprudence.

@ Findings: Studies show that holding congregational prayers is recommended to the
educational agents of the school according to the general duties of guidance of every Muslim,
and is obligatory upon them as an agent of the Islamic government, or a deputy/proxy/agent of
a Muslim family. It is also a legal obligation in the Islamic Republic of Iran. The methods of
holding prayers are subject to rulings and regulations, and one of the most important regulations
is the condition of the possibility of effect and sanctity of harm and misguidance in selecting
educational styles and methods. Furthermore, it is not permissible to use severe coercion (forcing
a student by withholding his freewill), severe duress (forcing a student by threatening his life and
honor) and moderate duress (forcing a student by threatening to deprive him of his obligatory
rights) in holding prayers. In addition, if holding congregational prayers leads to hatred of prayers
or confirmation of hypocrisy and duplicity (in the long term), it is forbidden and obligatory upon
the school officials to replace them with more useful methods based on accurate expertise.

@ Conclusion: This study showed that educational jurisprudence has a proper capacity to extract Islamic
educational prescriptions in one ruling (congregational prayer and related rulings), and can be used
in educational research along with philosophical, historical, comparative and experimental research.

GVl congregational prayers, educational jurisprudence (school jurisprudence,
teaching jurisprudence), devotional education, religious education.
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