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Abstract

In recent years there has been a growing interest among historians, historical martial
artists, reenactors, and those who are interested in Eastern culture as well as in Persian
offensive and defensive weapons to have a more detailed study of armor. The change in
the paradigm of defensive weapons throughout Western Asia (the last quarter of the 15
to the first quarter of the 16" century) has not yet been fully investigated. Reconstruction
of mail-and-plate armor from a period between 1540-1650 CE is quite challenging as
most museums or major private collections do not have a complete set. Based on a
detailed study of existing sets of joshan armor and several technical assumptions related
to the design of this type of armor, the present study tries to reconstruct a fully protective
complex of a joshan armor that was worn by a noble Persian warrior. The purpose of the
following article is to reproduce a Persian mail-and-plate armor from a period between
1540-1650 CE in its original size and design with its inherent properties and qualities.
Different existing sets of this type of armor from museums are studied and compared
to different miniatures and literary sources. Based on the collected information gained
from theoretical and practical research, the article presents a historical armor design and
provides advice on the practical reconstruction and production of such a set of armor.
Armor masters were looking for the best combinations and ratio of plates and mail armor
in one set. They were experimenting with the shapes and sizes of plates, the number of
holes, diameters, geometry, and method of ring interconnections. Characteristic of the
armor of this period is rather large plates and a small number of their rows (3-5 rows on

~ the chest/back), a small overlap of the plates in a row, basically only the same standard
plates are used, large mail rings (inner diameter about 10 mm).
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Introduction
In recent years there has been a growing interest among historians, historical martial
artists, reenactors, and those who are interested in Eastern culture as well as in Persian
offensive and defensive weapons to have a more detailed study of armor. The change in
the paradigm of defensive weapons throughout Western Asia (the last quarter of the 15"

to the first quarter of the 16" century) has not yet been fully investigated. For a short
period, mail and mail-plate armor had a leading position as equipment for warriors
and almost completely replaced other types of armor. After coming to power in Iran,
the Safavid dynasty accelerated this process in the whole region. Successful military
campaigns and the growth of Persian state power strengthened the positions of the
military aristocracy. This power boosted a revolutionary development of armor design
throughout the whole eastern region. Reconstruction of mail-and-plate armor from a
period between 1540-1650 CE is quite challenging as most museums or major private
collections do not have a complete set. Based on a detailed study of existing sets of
joshan armor and several technical assumptions related to the design of this type of
armor, the present study tries to reconstruct a fully protective complex of a joshan armor
that was worn by a noble Persian warrior. The research question is whether it would
be possible to conduct such a project taking into consideration the need for a thorough
comprehensive study and the technical complexity of its implementation. The research
method of this paper is empirical. The main hypothesis of this paper is whether it would
be possible to create a Persian ring-and-plate armor made of riveted rings and hardened
plates that was worn by Persian warriors around 1540-1650 CE. This main hypothesis
can be broken down into three minor ones:

* Would it be possible to combine different types of mail armor weaving together?

* Would it be possible to integrate a mail collar protection (gariban) by the method
of weaving?

* Would it be possible to integrate the rows of steel plates into armor sleeves made

of mail armor?

Mail-and-plate armor terminology

Russian scholars differentiate three types of plate-and-mail armor: a) Bakhtertsy, b)
Yushman, c¢) Kalantar (see: Bobrov & Khudyakov, 2002: 106 — 168), and d) reinforced
mail armor.

a) Bakhtertsy or Bakhter (Russian: bexrepern) is one of the types of ring-plate armor
that existed in the 15th-17th centuries, and in some regions even later, on a vast territory
from Poland to India. Behterets have small horizontal plates that are arranged in vertical
rows without gaps. Further, they are joined by rings, and embedded in mail. Usually,
armor consists of a large number of small plates, most often rectangular plates, fastened
in a double or triple overlap (the overlap reaches half the area of the other plate) with

three or more rows of rings, and having five or more rows on the chest and dorsal parts.
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The wide geography of the Bakhter circulation is so significant that it is not surprising
that local features appear on this type of armor.

b) Yushman (Russian: FOmman) is derived from the Persian word josan. This armor
consists of long horizontal plates integrated into mail armor and it resembles laminar
armor, such as Roman lorica segmentata. Yushman is made from large plates with a
small overlap in rows (2-8 plates in a row on the chest, 9-20 plates in a row on the back),
and it has always a central axial cut in front.

c) Kalantar (Russian: Kanmanraps): It is a ring-plate armor made of square or
rectangular plates woven into mail armor on four sides of the plate.

d) Reinforced mail armor: This type of armor can be added to the list as its own
armor type. It is a mail armor with several rows of overlapped steel plates (usually 1-3).
The rows are located in the most commonly endangered areas.

Although Russian sources state that Bakhter is a Persian term and that type of armor
was sent from Iran to Russia originally, no equivalent word for Bakhter related to armor
could be found in Persian sources. However, Persian sources use the baqaltaq Gslals or
bagaltaq (3lals to refer to an unspecified type of armor (see: Sa’di, 2005: 235; Mobarak
Sah Faxr-e Modabbar, 1967: 467; Molavi, 2006: 368). More research should be done
on whether baqaltaq is the same as Bakhter. However, we should note that Persian
period sources only use the term j6San &> as a type of mail-and-plate armor (see:
Tarsusi, 1977:121, vol. 2; Moshtagh Khorasani, 2010) from the list above. A further
differentiation for terminology is used as far as the size of the plates is concerned. The
iron of the steel plate of a joSan armor is called geibe 4. Hence a joSan armor with
small plates is called j68an-¢ xord geibe ypig> )5 due (ajOSan -yie> armor with small
iron/steel plates) (Tarsusi, 1977, 121, vol. 2). Another type of mail-and-plate armor was
called tanure »_ 3. Tanure 5% is an armor made of mail and iron/steel plates similar
to joSan .,&¢>; however, the iron/steel plates (qeibe 4.£) of it are larger as the ones
used in joSan b9, For reasons of simplicity, the author of the present article uses the
Russian terms of mail-and-plate armor classification. Persian sources use kalantar ,s38
to refer to “sheriff” or “head of a tribe” or simply “bigger”. But it is not used to refer to

any type of armor.

Historical background

Based on pictorial sources and miniatures from the 15"-16" centuries, we can see a wide
variety of mail and mail-and-plate armor worn by Persian warriors and their opponents.
At the turn of the 15M-16" centuries, the main models were being formed, which later
became a “classical” armor type in the modern view of researchers. During this period,
no evident classification of mail and plate armor types could be done. Armor masters
were looking for the best combinations and ratio of plates and mail armor in one set.
They were experimenting with the shapes and sizes of plates, the number of holes,

diameters, geometry, and method of ring interconnections. Characteristic of the armor



|| Gorbatko; Reconstruction of a Persian Reinforced... ” 242 "

of this period is rather large plates and a small number of their rows (3-5 rows on the
chest/back), a small overlap of the plates in a row, basically only the same standard

plates are used, large mail rings (inner diameter about 10 mm). A reinforced version of

the armor appears, which also includes a ring-plate hem and sleeves (see: Fig. 1, the
fragment of Shahnameh Ferdowsi, Tabriz, 1524, publication of the Saltykov-Shchedrin
Library).

Alexander (1992: 160) states that this type of mail-and-plate armor was used by
Mamluks, Ottomans, and Aqqoyunlu alike but each style had its specific features as
far as the type of buckles used for fastening. A Mamluk plate-and-mail armor from the
Furusiyya Foundation is dated 1428-1442 CE (see: Mohamed, 2008: 298-299). All steel
plates are gilded. The frontal plates are set in two columns of steel plates. Each column
consists of seven plates. They are connected to riveted mail rings. The side plates consist
of two columns of steel plates that are connected via riveted mail rings. Each column

consists of seven overlapping steel plates. The back of the armor is protected by three
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columns of overlapping steel plates. Each column consists of 20 plates. Similar plate-
and-mail armor from Timurid Iran can be found in the collection of the Furusiyya
Foundation (see: Mohamed, 2008: 300-301). This armor is inscribed with the name of
the grandson of Timur, Ibrahim Sultan ben Shabrukh ben Timur. The front part of the
armor consists of two columns of gilded steel plates. Each column consists of six plates.
Each side of the armor has two columns of steel plates that are integrated into the mail
armor separate from each other. Each column consists of six overlapping steel plates.
The back of the armor is protected by three columns of overlapping steel plates. Each
column consists of 21 plates. An Iranian mail-and-plate armor from the Nasser Khalili
Collection from the 15th century has body protection integrated into the mail armor. The
frontal plates consist of two columns and each column consists of four plates. The sides
of the body are also protected by steel plates. This armor is inscribed with the name
“The Sultan, Khalid son of ...” (see: Alexander, 1992: 68-69).

Alexander (1992: 72-73) shows a body armor or shirt made of riveted mail rings and
plates attributed tentatively to the Ottoman Empire from the Nasser Khalili Collection.
However, the steel plates are bigger. The frontal plates consist of eight plates in four
rows of two plates each. The steel plates only cover the frontal parts of the body and
the back and sides of the body. Each side plate consists of four smaller plates. A more
detailed mail-and-plate armor from India can be seen in Nasser Khalili Collection (see:
Alexander, 1992: 160-161). This armor set which is tentatively attributed to Bijapur
India has an intricate backing consisting of multiple small steel plates. These consist of
3 columns and each column contains 34 small plates that overlap each other on their
length and are connected via riveted mail rings. The side plates consist of two large steel
plates that are connected via riveted mail rings. The frontal plates consist of two large
steel plates that are integrated into the mail armor via riveted mail rings. A similar Indian
armor can be found in the David Collection (see: von Folsach et al., 2021: 160-161).
The back of this armor has five columns of small steel plates overlapping each other.
The belly is protected by four steel plates arranged in two columns each consisting of
two overlapping steel plates. The sides are also protected by four steel plates each. This
armor is tentatively attributed to the 17" century (before 1691 CE) (see: von Folsach et
al., 2021: 160). A similar 17"-century armor made of plate-and-mail from India is kept
in the Metropolitan Museum of Art (see: Pyhrr et al., 1991: 41). There are also similar
Indo-Persian armor sets made of overlapping steel plates and riveted mail rings from the
collection of the Polish museums (Zbiory Muzeum Zamkowego w Malborku, Zbiory
Muzeum Wojska Polskiego w Warszawie, Zbiory Muzeum Narodowego w Krakowie,
Chodynski, 2000: 209-217).

Probably such armor had a rather heavy weight, was expensive, and was supposed
to be worn by wealthy riders. Presumably by the second half of the 16" century the size
of the plates began to decrease and the such trend continued until the beginning of the

17" century. Similar types of armor made of riveted mail rings and steel plates were
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used by Russians such as a plate-and-mail armor attributed to Tsar Michaeil Fjordorvich
(1620), and a plate-and-mail armor attributed to Nikita Ivanovich Romanow (first half
of the 17" century) (see: Miller, 1982: plates 14, 18). There is also a different style of
integrated rectangular plates placed in the whole armor and connected via riveted rings
from Sind, India. One example is kept in the Stibbert Museum (see: Probst, 1997: 90-
91). For similar pieces of leg armor from Egypt or Syria, Iran, and Anatolia from the
collection of the Furusiyya Foundation, see Mohamed (2008: 302-304). Over time, the
geometry of plate profiling becomes more complicated. The method of making half of
each plate overlaps the other in a row became standard practice at this time. The nature
of combat clashes and tactics of conducting battles require greater mobility and constant
combat readiness for heavily armed warriors. Bakhter armor became popular with an
axial cut on the chest (wrap over), a large number of plate rows (5-8 rows on the chest/
back), and wedge-shaped rows of plates appearing along the center of the back/chest
and sides. The number of rows of rings between the rows of plates decreased (see: Fig.
2, 3, and 4; Shahnameh Shiraz, Shahnameh Shah Tahmaspi, 1537).

Fig. 2-4: Reinforced ring-plate Bakhter armor, Shahnameh Shiraz, Shahnameh Shah
Tahmaspi, 1537.

Mail rings were reduced in size, and armorers started to use monolithic and welded
types of rings more often. Thus, there is a request to lighten the armor and improve weight
distribution throughout the body of a warrior without losing protective capabilities. The
main models were being finalized. The reinforced version of Bakhter was becoming
more and more complex. Armors were made by pre-orders and sometimes they had an
exquisite finish. Undoubtedly, it was available only to noble warriors and aristocracy
(this fact is confirmed by miniatures of adjacent regions). At the same time, there was
a development of firearms in the region and their massive use on the battlefields. The
confrontation between gunpowder weapons and protective equipment encourages
craftsmen to look for new technical solutions. Massive ringed plate armor was simplified
and lightened, becoming variants of reinforced mail armor. Reinforced mail armor is
undergoing evolutionary transformations which are manifested in the differentiation of
armor and the improvement of the protective qualities of mail protection. Differentiation
leads to the abandonment of plate sleeves and in some cases from plate hem in a favour

of mail elements. The development of mail-and-plate protection of the hips also affects
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the weight of the main armor skirt and lightens it. At times, it was completely left out.

Around this period, the armorers started to make a distinction between two types
of mail-and-plate armor, namely Bakhter and yushman. Yushman became a universal
armor as it was simple to manufacture and affordable armor. On the other hand, the
Bakhter armor symbolized the high status of the owner in the military organization
and at the same time, it was the top of the evolutionary development of armor in that
region. Numerous pictorial sources from Central, West, and South Asia confirm the
popularity of reinforced Bakhter armor among the nobility of these regions. Because
export deliveries of armor from Iran did not cover the needs of its neighboring regions,
there was a high demand for Bakhter armor. Such a situation contributed to the growth
of local production of Bakhter armor. Another distinction of Bakhter armor can be
made namely a reinforced Bakhter. This armor was a combination of Bakhter armor
and reinforced mail armor. Reinforced Bakhter is a Bakhter armor that has a ring-plate
structure for protecting the sides of the body. The base plate forms most rows of the
armor. These plates have a constant width throughout their length. They are combined

with alternating rows of mail rings of different sizes.

Experimental trials of reconstruction of a reinforced Bakhter armor
The author of the present article made a replica of a Bakhter armor attributed to 1540-
1575 CE that is kept in the Moscow State Museum in 2007. The main plate types of this
armor were thoroughly investigated for reconstruction. In 2009, the author of the article
made a version of Ottoman’s type yushman armor. In 2015, experimental samples of
other types of Bakhter armor protection were made. These were made based on the
Bakhter armor from the Regional Museum of Voronezh, Russia. However, studying the
examples of armor in available museums and private collections, it was not possible
to find surviving examples of reinforced Bakhter’s armor. Separate fragments of ring-
plate armor do not provide any useful information. It can be assumed that the protective
hem and sleeves were completely or partially dismantled to lighten the armor at the
final stage of military operation or they were possibly lost. Indirectly, this may be seen
by very short mail stripes along the lower edge of the armor with rings that are not
typical of this zone. Based on pictorial and literary sources, we can confidently assert
that reinforced Bakhter armors existed. To reconstruct a reinforced Bakhter armor, the
following steps were taken:

* A study of extant specimens of Bakhter armor sets in museums’ collections and
pictorial sources;

* An analysis of main dimensional parameters of Bakhter plates and their types;

* An investigation of technologies for the manufacture of Bakhter plates, their forging
profile, types of hardening, finishing, and protective coatings;

* An examination of combined mail weaving techniques, ring characteristics,

protective properties, mobility, and weight;
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* An exploration of modeling methods to shape the structures of ring-plate armor and
its features, such as advantages and disadvantages;

* An establishment of assembling schemes of Bakhter’s plates in rows and testing the
possibility integrating of plates rows into different mail weaves;

* A setup of schemes of mail conjugation with combined types of weaving mail rings;

* A design and experimental probes to create an anatomical mail collar with combined
weaving;

» Comparative analysis of characteristics of protective properties of mail-and-plate
types of armors;

* Probing methods of natural and artificial aging of metal;

* Looking for the possibility of future museum exhibits;

» Making functional fittings of Bakhter armor;

* Producing fittings on mail-and-plate armor dated early 16" -17" centuries.

The Bakhter armor is a modular system. The base element of it is a standard plate.
The basis for the design was a plate of Bakhter armor stored in Voronezh Regional
Museum (the Russian Federation). The armor can be dated to the middle of the 16"

century (see: Fig. 5).

©Fig. 5: Base plates Bakhter armor, Musem of Voronezh, Russia. Photograph Oleg Belov.

The base plate size is about 50x30mm, and there are 8 holes (4 on each side).

Thickness is about 1 mm. The plates have a forging profile (punch) in two projections,
the depth of which is about 2 mm. The first and last plates of each row have end holes
for mail attachments. The plates of the original armor were covered with rust. However,
there are visible traces of gilding as an ornamental pattern or arabesques. Nothing is
known about the heat treatment of these plates and protective coatings. Based on the
type of plate and the nature of the decorative finish, there is a high probability of their
production in northern Iran.

The key objective was to create a Bakhter armor that is based on historical patterns
and pictorial sources. In the process of designing the Bakhter armor, preference was
given to armor with an axial cut (wrap over) on the chest. Under the designed size of the

product, the distribution of plates in rows looks like the following:
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* The chest has 6 columns of 19 steel plates each,

* The back has 7 columns of 25 steel plates each,

* Each side has 3 columns of 12 steel plates each,

* Thigh protection has 16 columns of 10 steel plates each.

* The central row of the back and the central rows of the sides are wedge-shaped.
Thus, the number of base plates is 472 pieces, or 90% of all plates in the armor (see:
Fig. 6).

©Fig. 6: Frontal and back of the Bakhter armor, personal photo archive of Gorbatko S.,
2023.

For plate production, experimental research was conducted to determine the
manufacturing technology, the necessary production tools, and the attachments used.
All plates are hand-made and treated manually at different production stages, such as
initial material aging, marking, metalwork, forging, hardening, grinding, and applying
of protective coating. In total, about 720 pieces were produced. More plates were
manufactured to experiment with the possibility of the ideal joining of plates in rows and
it was tested by probing different possible options. The plates in rows were assembled
in a half-overlap system with flat rings measured at 13x10x0.9 mm. Between them,
each row was fastened with flat rings measured at 11.5x8x0.8 mm. The dimensions
of the rings correlate with the diameter of the holes and their distribution on the plate,
providing the necessary protection and sufficient mobility to the plates. To form the mail
field of the remaining parts of armor, the flat rings of 11.5x8x0.8 mm and 12.4x9x0.9
mm were used. Studies have shown that the alternation of rings of different dimensions
in mail protection combines the advantages of each type. Smaller rings are responsible
for providing the maximum protection area (density), meanwhile, large rings create the
necessary strength and mobility of the mail armor. All rings were riveted. The classic

scheme of weaving rings “4 in 1” was used. The results of the analysis of basic criteria



Gorbatko; | 248 |

values, such as mass, mobility, density area per square cm, and combined weaving,
prove its optimality. For rings manufacture, 1.4 mm wire diameter for rings of 13x10x0.9
mm and 12.4x9x0.9 mm were used. Additionally, 1.2 mm diameter wire for rings of
11.5x8x0.8 mm was used. Both wires are made of low-carbon steel which is comparable
in its mechanical properties to steel wire mid of the 16" century. Samples of Persian,
Ottoman, and Indian mail armors are known and made according to combined schemes
using rings of different types and connection methods as well as production technologies.
During the armor-making process, the schemes of combined mail-weaving conjugation
were studied. The longest pairings - the lines joining the sleeves to the armor body were

calculated and made following the distribution of the mail armor for arm protection
(Fig. 7).

©Fig. 7: View of the place attachment of the sleeve to the body, personal photo archive of
Gorbatko S., 2023.

The collar and armpit areas are the most vulnerable parts of any armor and require
special attention. The anatomical mail collar is designed and made according to the

principle of a truncated cone. It is attached to the armor (Fig. 8).
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©Fig. 8: Mail collar of the Bakhter armor, personal photo archive of Gorbatko S., 2023.

Underarm zones are formed by special triangular mail inserts and integrated into the

structure of the sleeve with a complex attachment (Fig. 9).
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Only after numerous long-term probes, modeling attempts, and lots of experiments,
I was able to achieve the desired result. Doing an experimental study, I found out that
using same-size rings (for weaving mail armor) significantly simplifies the design of the
armor. As part of dedicated research of plates rows and columns and their integration
into the mail armor, I could prove the following fundamental rule: only if the distances
between the rings’ center and the center of the holes in the plates coincide or are
comparable, it is possible to integrate plates row/column into the mail weaving without
distortion and changes in the spatial row/column position. Therefore, it is theoretically
possible to weave some Bakhter plates into a mail sleeve provided that all rings are of
the same size. This makes sure that the direction of the rings in the rows of the body
and the sleeves of the armor coincide. We should consider that in sleeves the plates
are located perpendicularly to the mail armor surface. Turning the mail by 90 degrees
changes the distribution of the rings in the rows (the rows are stretched, Fig. 10), as a

result of which the distances between the center of the rings increase.

©Fig. 10: Sleeves of the Bakhter armor, personal photo archive of Gorbatko S., 2023.
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This creates additional difficulties. In the case of using a combined mail and plates, it
is impossible to integrate the rows of Bakhter’s plates into the sleeves. Obvious that such
basic knowledge and little secrets were extremely important for armorers and masters.
As aresult, the size of plates and rings was initially selected based on the framework for
developing armor designs. Functional fittings are represented by a system of buttons/

loops (7 pieces) and buckles/belts (3 pieces) (see: Fig. 11).

©OFig. System of buttons, loops and buckles, personal photo archive of Gorbatko S., 2023.

Buckles with belts are installed within the abdomen area and the upper chest. They
bear the main weight of the armor. Survived armor examples that possess axial cuts
usually do not have traces of fastening belts and buckles in the chest area (near the rows
of plates), as they were probably fastened with buttons with loops or ordinary cloth ties
installed there. This is confirmed by visual sources. In this case, it was not possible to
place a different fastening system in order not to lose the level of protection or plate
mobility in this area. All metal parts of functional fittings are made of cast bronze. The
models were specially developed based on individual findings and examples of belt sets.
All buttons are decorated with natural stones. The front edges of the armor and the collar
are covered in goat skin to form structural integrity. The belts are made of two layers
of dyed calfskin with a 3.5-4 mm thickness. Decorative accessories are represented by
medallions (18 pieces), stars (62 pieces), and mail weaving made of brass rings. The
brass rings measure 12x9x0.9 mm and form the decorative edges of sleeves and thigh
protection. Six-pointed stars are made of cast brass. The star is one of the most common

decorative elements in the region. The medallions are made of cast bronze with natural
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stones inserted. Models of medallions were developed based on the style of functional
fittings and decorations of the 17" century. It was possible to create an artistic image
of an armor that can be called “Dawn Star”. It is a proposed name for this armor for a

future armor exhibition. Fig. 12 shows the whole armor on a mannequin.

©OFig. 12: Bakhter armor model, personal photo archive of Gorbatko S., 2023.

Fig. 13 shows the whole armor on a male model.

©Fig. 13: Whole Bakhter armor model, personal photo archive of Gorbatko S., 2023.

Findings

The whole process of research and armor production stages took about 5 years of
intensive work. During this time the armor was altered and refined several times based
on updated research findings. As a result, this project was completed. The weight of
the reinforced Bakhter armor sample is 14 kg. Its measurements correspond to 52-54
which fits a person with a height of 180cm. During this time, valuable experiences and
knowledge were gained. Production technologies were studied and all stages of design
were worked out. As a result, independent studies had been carried out. As an example,
a separate study and production of leg and knee protection were carried out (see: Fig.

14). For a similar Persian leg and knee protection from the 15" to early 16" century.
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©Fig. 14: Persian Bakhter leg and knee protection, personal photo archive of Gorbatko S.,
2023.

Thanks to these leg protectors, it was possible to design the thigh protection of the
armor.

A comprehensive study made it possible to have a closer look at the work of
masters from the 15"-17" centuries. It also sheds light on armor production workshops,
blacksmiths, forges, foundries, jewelry workshops, and procurement warehouses. To
feel the spirit and try to immerse into their planning, and designs to reveal century-
old secrets of craft and art. This way, we can appreciate the level of skills, diligence,
and resourcefulness of all those involved in the manufacture of armor in conditions of
manual labor and historical tools. This shows the level of very high skills of Iranian

masters.
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Conclusion

Based on a comprehensive study and the implementation of numerous different tasks,
the version of Persian reinforced Bakhter armor of 1540-1650 CE was reconstructed.
The armor fully complies with the design task and possesses all inherent qualities and
properties. It provides the basis for future research. The results of each study (of the
complex) will be presented in separate future articles. Within the research process, the
main prerequisites for the integration of Bakhter’s plates rows into mail armor were
formulated. Several important design features of combined mail and plates have been
identified and proven. Thus, the research question can be answered positively that a
successful implementation of such a project is possible despite all difficulties. The
hypothesis about the possibility of creating a reinforced Bakhter armor and proving
its existence as a part of the protective armor complex of Persian warriors in 1540-
1650 CE is confirmed. Further, the hypothesis about the possibility of using combined
sizes of mail rings and their weaving for the creation of Bakhter armor was confirmed.
The hypothesis about the possibility of using an anatomical mail collar with combined
mail weaving was also confirmed. The hypothesis about the possibility of integrating

Bakhter’s plates rows into sleeves with a combined mail canvas was refuted.
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