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Deconstructing and going far beyond the binary oppositions in Sufi texts
?data from Persian prose books)

Naser-Gholi Sarli*
Akram Ghorbani Cheragh-tappeh**

Abstract

The researchers of mysticism and Islamic Sufism have considered the making of
the Ianﬁuage of Sufism and mystical discourse as one of the most |mﬁortant aspects
of the history of Sufism. Especially the gradual differentiation of the language of
Sufism from the language of religion and its transformation into an independent
discourse has been the subject of valuable researches. The researchers have
demonstrated that mystical experience and Qur'anic interpretation are inseparable
at first and the I_an?uage of mystical experience merely uses Quranic words, but
?radually, mystical experience becomes independent and adopts the Qur'anic
anguage/language of religion and acquires its very own language. One of the
lexical features of the IanguagFt)a of Qur'an/religion is the use of blnarﬁ opposition.
Binary oppositions such as Paradise/Hell, Good/Evil, this world/the Hereafter
among the basic religious and Quranic teachings and are used with high frequency
in Sufi texts. The use of binary oppositions in Sufi texts goes far beyond religious
binary opposition, and especially in Sufi textbooks, many new terms are formed
based on hinary opposition.One of the distinguishinghaspects of the language of
Sufism is the deconstruction of binary oppositions. The deconstruction is applied
both in the binary oppositions of religion and in the oppositions formed in the
language of Sufism. It has various and different forms and aspects, and its analysis
mag/ provide us with the most creative and innovative aspects of Sufis' worldview
and mystical experience. This linguistic invention, which is rooted in the novelty
and uniqueness of mystical experience, is a sign of the authenticity of that
experience. In this research, we have investigated the deconstruction and departure
from binary opposition in a corﬁ)us_ including the most creative words of the Sufis
in Persian prose texts. Bg analyzing and classifying the different forms of the
deconstruction and going beyond the binary opposition, the article shows how this
feature grants the Ianguage of Sufism a special artistic and poetic characteristic, and
places it in a completely different level compared to religious texts and the Ianguaﬁe
of Shariat. Going far beyond the binary oppositions is closely related to the
paradoxical feature of the language of Sufism and provides the possibility of
expressing more complex experiences for Sufis.

Keywaords: Binary Opposition, Deconstruction, Language of Sufism, Language of
Quran/Language of Religion, Persian Prose.

* Associate Professor of Persian Language and Literature, Kharazmi University,
Tehran, Iran. sarli@khu.ac.ir
** PhD Candidate in Persian Language and Literature, Kharazmi University,
Tehran, Iran. ghorbani.akram@yahoo.com
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