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An example of Rorty’s confrontation with the analytical philosophy is his opposition to
Davidson’s attempt to propose a semantic theory based on truth. According to an anti-
metaphysical approach to Truth, Rorty believes that the use of the phrase “p is true” is
simply to confirm a claim that we consider ourselves or others justified in making. Although
Davidson is against the metaphysical approach to truth, based on a Tarskian truth definition,
he believes that a notion of truth more robust than Rorty will admit is required to propose
a theory about meaning. Rorty’s Wittgensteinian response to Davidson is that not only the
conversation between the speaker and the interpreter is not conditional on knowing a theory
of meaning based on truth, but the attempt to say something more than what we can say
about truth leads us to the confusions of the metaphysical tradition. This article, referring
to Davidson’s writings, shows that Davidson’s effort to propose a semantic theory based on
truth inevitably leads him to express metaphysical interpretations.
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