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Sociological Criticism of the Screenplays The Skier and
The Twelfth Team-mate based on Anthony Giddens'
Point of View

Sajad Najafi Behzadi*!, Mehran Najafi Hajivar?

Introduction

Research Background

While there is a lack of specialized independent research on the
subject, there have been studies conducted on tradition and modernity
in cinema, as well as in various aspects of Bakhtiari culture. Some of
these studies could be notable. Partazian et al. (2012) in their book
named The Interaction or Encounter between Tradition and
Modernity in Iran explored the content of Iranian films from 1960s to
1980s, such as "Mother," "Hamoon," and "Chaharshanbe Soori," to
examine the relationship between tradition and modernity in Iranian
life. Rawdrad et al. (2014) have analyzed the representation of the
challenge between tradition and modernity in the article
"Representation of the challenge of tradition and modernity in the film
Be Hamin Sadegi" based on Laclau and Mouffe's discourse theory and
the method of discourse semiotics. Furthermore, they have referred to
theoretical studies to analyze tradition and modernity in the mentioned
film. Mahdavi and Osivand (2015) addressed the issue of modernity
and its impact on the nomadic life of Bakhtiari tribes in their article
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"The impact of modernity on life and migration of Bakhtiari tribes, a
case study of Osivand and Babadi tribes". Their research findings
suggest that the nomads have experienced changes across all aspects
of their lives due to the shift towards modernity. These changes have
brought both prosperity and comfort but have also presented a range
of challenges and problems for the nomads.

Goals and questions

Rituals have evolved throughout history and have been established as
a way for humans to connect with their surrounding environment
based on their beliefs. These rituals have gradually been accepted in
society (Mirheydari, 2017, p. 100). The advent of modernity has
brought numerous challenges for ethnic groups and clans, resulting in
a decrease in the significance of their professions, business affairs, and
cultural practices. Despite the profound changes experienced by the
Bakhtiari society in recent decades, including shifts in individual
networks, structures, family dynamics, and collective institutions, they
are committed to preserving their longstanding connections to their
identity, traditions, and traditional elements. This research aims to
highlight these transformations and efforts, while also exploring the
contrast between tradition and modernity in Fereydoun Najafi's films,
The Twelfth Team-mate and The Skier. Through observation and
analysis, it is possible to determine which feature holds greater
prominence in these films.

Conclusion

After analyzing these two screenplays, it is evident that Giddens'
observations about traditions and their connection to people's identity
hold true. The traditions within the Bakhtiari clans are deeply
intertwined with their identity, to the point where they are incredibly
attentive to ensuring their proper execution. These traditions are

64


https://journals.modares.ac.ir/index.php?sid=11&slc_lang=en

Culture and Folk Literature
E-1SSN :2423-7000
Vol. 11, No. 52

September- October 2023
Research Article

b &

AT

safeguarded by both males and females, serving as the custodians of
their cultural heritage. Traditions are continuously reiterated without
seeking input or asking about the way they are carried out. For
instance, the act of turning off the television during periods of
mourning is a tradition that varies among the Bakhtiari tribes but is
consistently upheld in various ways.
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Picture 3: Mother's argument with Julie (Skier's Movie)
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Picture 4: Julie and Tarane next to the kelengs (Skier's Movie)
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