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Identification, Classification and Analysis
of Iranian Verbal Games

Nayereh Panahi!, Najme Dori*?

Extended Abstract

Popular literature is a perfect gate through which one can observe
morals, deeds, spirits, manners, customs, and traditions. Ignoring
popular culture and laziness in recording oral literature will cause
early forgetting of these rituals. Game is one of the important types of
popular culture and it has different types, among which verbal games
are taken as the focus of the current study. Verbal games are those
whose main structure is language and words. At the same time, these
games measure the power of thinking, memory, presence of mind,
ability to answer and tell jokes, and based on riddles, riddles and
poems. Because the use of games is one of the most important ways
for children to learn and one of the most effective ways of
communicating with them, parents and teachers can interact with
children in a friendly and encouraging environment through games.
Children show their real self in the game, they express their emotions.
During the games, learning happens indirectly more enjoyable and
deeper, and children can acquire the most useful skills, information,
characteristics and attitudes. This made the classification of verbal
games and the investigation of how to use them in line with
educational purposes to be the subject of this research. This research
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was done in a descriptive and analytical way, and in addition to library
studies, we also used field studies to collect samples.

The purpose of verbal games has been specifically to strengthen the
verbal (speech) skills and nurture the mental creativity of the players.
There is a verbal mistake that sometimes conveys the opposite
meaning. Based on this, verbal games are dependent on concentration,
observing the speed of coordination in the pronunciation of letters and
words, and they can be implemented in almost all age groups by
observing the right and wrong content of the sentences. These games
do not require any special tools and can be chosen and performed in
all places and times by observing the state of assembly and custom.

Among the most important educational benefits of verbal games,
the following can be mentioned:

- Strengthening self-confidence and preventing self-deprecation of
children.

- Teaching physical skills and improving health: teaching simple
movement skills such as finger movement, teaching and encouraging
the child to walk, practicing maintaining body balance, strengthening
action speed and dexterity and agility.

- Teaching individual skills: sentence formation training,
familiarization with the letters of the alphabet and making new words,
teaching concepts, familiarizing with animals, familiarizing with
sounds, familiarizing with animal body parts through similes,
familiarizing with the characteristics of birds and their sounds,
teaching the concept of sunrise and sunset, learning about colors,
learning about the concept of sound reflection and echo, learning
about buying and selling, learning how to make a replica with tools
and equipment, learning about taking turns in the game and having
patience, learning how to defend your rights, learning about jobs,
learning how to count numbers, getting to know the levels and order
of education, getting to know fruits, teaching approximation, teaching
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the days of the week, teaching the stages of agriculture, teaching the
concepts of danger, avoidance, caution, teaching the intersection of
syllables, teaching the clock, getting to know the concept of size,
growing flowers and plants, getting to know names of local games.

Also, these games implicitly teach very important moral concepts
to children, including: the ugly nature of theft, encouraging fairness
and honesty, strengthening cooperation and empathy, condemning
bribery and encouraging trustworthiness, condemning drinking
alcohol and the importance of using time, condemning pickpocketing
(theft), drinking alcohol and gambling, not interfering in the work of
others.

All word games have an entertainment aspect, but they have other
functions besides being entertaining, including: order and order,
strengthening the vocal chords, strengthening speech and speaking
power in children, increasing the vocabulary and familiarity with
terms and proverbs, cultivating the spirit of cooperation and
teamwork, cultivating self-confidence, dispelling fear, strengthening
decision-making power, strengthening The spirit of empathy and
philanthropy, strengthening responsibility in children, strengthening
the sense of hearing, strengthening intelligence and mental strength,
strengthening concentration, strengthening the speed of action,
increasing the ability to respond spontaneously, strengthening muscles
and physical development and coordination between body parts,
readiness to accept the role of a mother in the future, the preparation
of children to face natural animals such as wolves.

Verbal games can be classified from two general aspects of
language and performance. In terms of language, games are divided
into meaningful and meaningless games, and in terms of poetic
features, they can be analyzed in two categories: rhyme and prose.
They can also be divided into four categories in terms of the way they
are played: in terms of the number of players, they are divided into
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two categories, and group games can be played with or without a
coach. In terms of having rhythm or not having rhythm, there are two
categories. In terms of conversation, they are divided into three
categories: monologue, two-way conversation, and dialogue, the latter
having the highest frequency. They can also be divided from the point
of view of being demonstrative or non-demonstrative.

In terms of gender, the games are for girls or boys, and it can be
said that in terms of frequency, the share of girls and boys in them is
the same. Some games are not specific to a particular gender and are
designed for everyone.

The games are divided into five categories according to the age
group, which can be: children, children and teenagers, teenagers,
adults and children with an adult. They need music that gives them a
more native aspect and usually suits the mood of the region. Playing
time is also very important in games, some games are used in special
situations and conditions such as festivals and some are played all year
round.

The place of the game is different according to the type of game
and the required amount of mobility and it can be played in closed or
open space. The way the games start and end is also different. Some
games start with special methods such as Pak and Chil (a type of dust
throwing), drawing lots, wet and dry, Yargiri, filling, filling, ablution,
ablution or milk line, Barzdan, vault or pair, etc., and at the end, only
the side they have fun and winning or losing is not important in them,
but in the other group, the end of the game is accompanied by
encouragement and punishment, such as: beating, fining, getting
compensation, getting a gypsy, getting a prize, etc.
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