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The Yovar Ritual among Tat, Turk, Turkeman, and
Kurmanj People of Northern Khorasan

Omid Vahdani Far™, Sara Hamidi?

Background

There have been some studies on the ritual of assistance, some of
which are “The culture of assistance in agriculture” by Farhadi, “The
culture of assistance in watering”’, “Assisting others and self in spring
ceremonies in Ask Larijan”, and in a book entitled The Culture of
Assistance in Iran. Mahjourian has focused on folk culture of this
practice among Mazandarani people. Hashemi has also conducted a
study on the cooperation and solidarity of people. Norolahi
investigated the same practice among the tribal and semi-tribal people

of llam.

Aims and questions

This study aimed to analyze the ritual of Yovar among Kurmanj
people, Yovar among the social ecology of Turkeman, Yavari among
the Tat, and Yovar among the Turks of the northern Khorasan to
answer the following questions:

1. In what conditions the ritual of Yovar was practiced and what
stages it had?

2. How was the ritual of Yovar practice among the four mentioned
ethnic groups and what were the similarities and differences?
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3. What were the consequences of Yovar among the ethnic groups?

Main discussion

Philanthropy, cooperation and assistance are some instinct features of
human. Farabi labels this characteristic the civil friendship (Farabi,
1405AH, p. 23). The same attitude could be found among different
human groups through rituals. The practice of this ritual depends on
the social beliefs with some minor differences. Yovar was one custom
which was practiced based on several stages. In each ethnic society,
people informed each other regarding the practice of Yovar and then
gathered in one place to practice it. The divided the responsibilities in
the location. There were some similarities among Turkeman,
Kurmanj, Tat, and Turk people. Yovar was a common practice when it
came to gathering crops, sheep’s ripping, housing, wedding,
mourning, among others, though some minor differences were normal.
In general, “the hard practice of gathering agricultural crop required
group work and this increased the attitude of cooperation and
assistance among people (Hashemi, 2013, p. 116). Therefore, the
practice was a common notion among the four ethnic groups.
Collecting cotton flower was common among Turkeman, Turk, and
Kurmanj people which was usually done by women. Yovar was also
done in wedding ceremonies in Kurmanj, but was seriously followed
in the other three ethnic groups. The Yovar was thoroughly practice
among Turkemans and in some parts was different from the other two
ethnic groups. As Doglas mentions with regards to the linguistic
studies of Bernstein “the was the ritual was practiced is a main tool for
communication since the ritual shows beliefs, understanding and
social emotions. Therefore, the ritual is a source of social information
and should be studied as a cultural form (2014, p. 4806).
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Conclusion

Yovar is a traditional social practice which focuses on cooperation and
assistance as a human effort. The findings of this study showed that
the practice is rather forgotten among Turkeman and Turk people. As
the field study shows, most people under 40 have no information
about this ritual and those who do are commonly between 70 to 80
years old. Among Kurmanj and Tat people, this ritual is practiced one
way or another but is not very much common. The custom is rather
observed among the four ethnic groups in agriculture, animal
husbandry, housing, wedding, and mourning ceremonies. Yovar has
different names which is practiced similarly as the ethnic groups have
contact. Yovar is also applicable for happy events which is
accompanied by poems and music. Therefore, Yovar can encourage
moral goods. The ritual shows that it carries some concepts such as
philanthropy, cooperation, sympathy, empathy, among others.
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Figure 2: Kurmanj Men’s Commulative Work in Harvesting
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Figure 3: Kurmanj Women’s Commulative Work in Cotton Picking
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Figure 4: Tat Men’s Commulative Work in Roof Straw-mudding
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Interviewees

Artegh Hamidi, 60 years old, living in Ashraf Dareh village, illiterate,
housewife.

Davari, B. 74 years old, living in Yekesood village, illiterate, free job.

Javid, N. 56 years old, living in Davidokh village, high school education,
housewife.

Kouhi, A. M. 67 years old, living in Ghareghanlou village, illiterate, free job.

Mehrnia, Gh. 77 years old, living in Bojnourd, third grade of high school,
retired from the social welfare organization.

Moradi, A. 49 years old, living in Yekesood village, third grade of
elementary school, housewife.

Rahnama, N. 65 years old, living in Baghlagh village, Ba of Persian
language and literature, retired from the ministry of education.

Ramin, B. 65 years old, living in Ashraf Dareh village, illiterate, housewife.

Roshan, H. 45 years old, living in Bojnourd, Phd of Persian language and
literature, University professor.

Rostami, M. 63 years old, living in Kasbayer village, diploma, retired from
petrochemical co.
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