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The Transformation of Ala'addin Abolshamat's Story in
Persian Folk Tales

Abdolrasool Forootan™!

Introduction

Narrators of folk tales have made changes in the stories according to
the circumstances. Fortunately, some of these stories have been
written down and are available in manuscripts or printed books. By
collecting different types of a narrative and examining and analyzing
them, it is possible to achieve significant results. In these cases, the
narrative pattern is constant, but the details are fundamentally
different. Different variants of a folk tale can be analyzed from the
perspective of structuralism. In the famous book One Thousand and
One Nights, there is a story titled "Ala'addin Abolshamat". There are
different versions of this story with different titles. This article focuses
on these narratives and analyzes their transformation.

Research background

The story of Ala'addin Abolshamat has been published in the book
One Thousand and One Nights. There are some other narrations
introduced in this article which have been printed, but to see more of
them, you should refer to the manuscripts. Yousefi introduced one of
the narratives in an article, but he did not mention anything about the
origin of the story. In this article, he points out that if someone
publishes the text of the story somewhere, he will save one of the
works of Iranian popular culture from being forgotten (Yousefi, 1964,
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p. 417). Also, Monzavi has listed the titles of some of these narrations
using manuscript catalogues (Monzavi, 1995, p. 328).

Introduction of narratives

In the collection of Iranian folk tales, narratives with the same
structure can be seen: Saleh or Masoud or Shapour or Mohammad
Mo'men or Moheb or an unnamed young man reaches Baghdad or
Isfahan from Basra or Fars or Kazeroun or Isfahan or Sabzevar or a
village in poverty; he gets married with a woman who has divorced
three times and is the daughter of a judge or a wealthy merchant in the
destination city and needs a husband. With the help of the woman, he
does not keep his promise to divorce the woman, he gets a deadline
and has fun with his wife and at the end of the deadline, with the
amazing help of Haroun al-Rashid or Shah Abbas, continues to live
with him.

This article, however, introduces eleven narratives with this
structure:

1. "The story of Saleh Kheshtriz and the daughter of the judge of
Baghdad™ which is registered in the manuscript with the number 167
of the National Library of Tajikistan and was recently published;

2. "The Story of Saleh Kheshtriz and the Judge's Daughter" written
in Manuscript B 4496 of the Institute of Oriental Studies of the St.
Petersburg Academy of Sciences;

3. "The Story of Kheshtmals Boy" which can be seen in manuscript
No. B 524 (e 275) — 2.3 related to the Institute of Oriental Studies of
the St. Petersburg Academy of Sciences;

4. "The story of Masoud and the judge" mentioned in the collection
of manuscripts preserved in the library of Goharshad Mosque, number
1582;
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5. "Story of Shapour” is the third story in a collection of stories.
Manuscript 815 of this collection is kept in the Institute of
Manuscripts of Tajikistan;

6. "The story of Shapour Kheshtzan of Kazeroun and Khaje
Mozaffar and their events™ is found in the manuscript of the Institute
of Oriental Studies of the St. Petersburg Academy of Sciences
numbered A 103 (280), which contains eighteen stories;

7. "The story of Shapour Kheshtmal with the scientist and the
merchant's daughter” is one of the stories of the manuscript number
12524 of the Ganjbakhsh library of Pakistan. This collection of
anecdotes has been published,

8. "The story of Shapour Kazerani and going to Baghdad and
becoming the subject of the caliph's kindness" is related to the
manuscript preserved in the National Library of Iran under number
9987,

9. "The story of the young Kheshtzan and the Caliph of Baghdad"
can be found in manuscript number B 256 (a 275) preserved in the
Institute of Oriental Studies of the St. Petersburg Academy of
Sciences;

10. "The story of impatient Haji Saleh™ was introduced by
Gholamhosein Yousefi based on the manuscript of the British
Museum library under number or.11974;

11. "The story of the son of Ghiyath Kheshtmal™ was narrated by
Elwell-Sutton from Mashadi Galin Khanom, an old woman originally
from Boroujerd. Mashadi Galin Khanom's stories are printed and
availabl to the readers.

All of these narratives have a common structure with the story of
"Alauddin Abolshamat™ and probably were taken from it. In this story,
Aladdin, who is the boy of an Egyptian merchant, intends to travel to
Baghdad, but the caravan is robbed near the destination. He escaped
from the looters and reached a mosque in Baghdad alone and with
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nothing. There, the merchant offered him to marry his daughter and
divorce her tomorrow; because her husband had sworn to divorce his
wife three time. Of course, on the condition that if Ala'addin would
not divorce, they would take ten thousand dinars as a dowry. When
the two young people met, they fell in love. Ala'addin asked the judge
for ten days as a respite.

After getting a ten-day respite, when the girl was playing the oud,
the door was knocked. Four dervishes came there after hearing the
sound of singing and music. Ala'addin welcomed them and told them
his story. Then, they celebrated and rejoiced. One of the dervishes
promised him to provide ten thousand dinars soon. Those four
dervishes were originally Haroun al-Rashid and his companions. They
come to Ala'addin's house until nine nights. On the 10™ night, the
Caliph presented fifty load gold and sent it to the house of Ala'addin
Abolshamat. When loads arrived home, the girl's father was happy and
accepted Ala'addin as his son-in-law. Dervishes came again at night
and revealed the secret of those loads of gold. Of course, this story
continues, but this continuation is not seen in other narrations.

Conclusion

Most likely, the mentioned eleven narrations are based on Ala'addin
Abolshamat's tale of One Thousand and One Nights book. Iranian
narrators have taken a part of this story and made changes in it
(characters, places, etc.) to their taste. Maybe all these narrations have
a common origin. It is possible to show many differences in the details
of the narrations (playing the girl or the boy, the person proposing the
continuation of the marriage, the number of days allowed, how and
why the caliph or the king paid attention to the two young people,
etc.). It is possible to carefully compare and analyze the story-telling
methods in them according to various scenes and descriptions. In the
article, the logical order of the development of narrations was shown.
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In terms of language and literature, significant differences can be seen
between the texts of stories.
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different narrations
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Table 3: Story Locations in different narrations
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