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ABSTRACT

Considering the importance of humans and their interactions with urban spaces,
today, there is a human-oriented approach to urban management and the same has
led to the creation of many urban spaces. Sidewalks, as one of the most active and
youthful aspects of the urban space, are a suitable platform for the presence of
pedestrians. As such, this research aims to analyze and classify the existing sidewalks
of the sixth and eighth districts of the city of Shiraz based on their physical
components (natural and man-made elements), activities and events (recreational,
social, religious, everyday activities, etc.) and semantic components (identity and
sense of belonging, association).

After completing the questionnaires by the sample population, the Kolmograph
Smirnov (K_S) statistical technique was used to extract inferential statistics, , and
then the acquired data were analyzed in the SPSS software, due to the parametric
nature of the data from the One Sample T-Test and the average comparison. The
research findings showed that the sidewalks of District 6 (Ostad Shajarian, Kesai,
Behesht) have permanent use in terms of spending leisure time and are main space
in terms of social interactions, entertainment and sports whereas; the sidewalks of
District 8 (Ahmadi, Zandiyeh, around the Karimkhani Citadel) are permanent in
terms of economic-social and cultural-religious activities, and in terms of their main
function, they include the dominant economic and social elements. With this
description, it is necessary to organize and develop these sidewalks according to the
users’ motives and relative advantages that would subsequently uplift the satisfaction
with respect to this type of urban spaces.
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_ Explaining the Effects of Urban Sidewalks

Extended Abstract

Introduction

oday, the approach to urban management has become a human-oriented especially because

of the importance of man and his interactions with urban spaces. As a matter of fact, many
urban spaces have come up with the same approach. Sidewalks are one of the spaces of
any urban centers or cities that have gradually turned into a suitable platform thanks to the
presence pedestrians throughout the day and night. The current research intends to
examine, analyze and classify the sidewalks in Districts 6 and 8 of the city of Shiraz taking
into account their physical components (natural and man-made elements), activities and
events (recreational, social, religious, every day, etc.) and semantic components (identity
and sense of belonging, association).

Methodology

Since this research is an applied-developmental type, it has been conducted with a
quantitative-qualitative approach in line with its scientific nature and principles although
the main approach is descriptive-analytical based on the use of statistical, documentary,
library, quantitative and survey methods. The researchers have tried to achieve a typology
and classification of pedestrian spaces in the study area based on the indicators and
components of the formation of collective memories. As such, a questionnaire was
prepared and information collected in a framework related to the research topic. In order
to compare the average response of citizens to each of the components, a sample t-test test
was used to categorize the sidewalks. According to Cochran's formula, the statistical
population included the total population of the two districts of Shiraz, which was equal to
149 thousand people. The roads of both areas, are in an equal proportion, i.e. 3 cases each
in in the sixth and eight districts. 192 pedestrians from each were randomly selected in
order to collect the data.

60 of the questionnaires were distributed among professors and experts in the field of
urban studies to check the content validity. After collecting the questionnaires and
receiving opinions, Cronbach's alpha method was used to measure the reliability of the
research tool.

After completing the questionnaires by the sample population, the Kolmograph Smirnov
(K_S) statistical technique was first applied to extract the inferential statistics, and then
the acquired data were analyzed in the SPSS software, due to the parametric nature of the
data from the One Sample T-Test and the average comparison.
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Results and discussion

By comparing the average collective memory-making elements on the sidewalks of the
six districts of Shiraz, it was found that they have a strong natural physical base i.e. the
ones for spending leisure time and social interactions with the purpose of entertainment
and sports and in a way of collective memories of the citizens. The concept and meaning
of the sidewalks of (Ostad Shajarian, Shahid Kasaei, and Behesht) mostly revolves around
this circuit. While the comparison of the average memory-making elements in the
sidewalks of the eighth district of Shiraz (Ahmadi, Zandiyeh, around Karimkhani Citadel)
shows more the influence of the artificial body and social-economic activity in the
collective memory of the citizens.

[ DOR: 20.1001.1.16059689.1402.0.0.8.4 ]

Conclusion

The importance of collective memory and the factors that create or strengthen it in urban
spaces is a very important that gives dynamism and vitality to the space, therefore the
policies and measures of urban management in this regard should be focused on three
aspects:
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- Forgotten old collective memories

- Collective memories exist but faded

- Innovative and new collective memories

With this description, it is necessary to organize and develop these sidewalks considering
the users’ goal and relative advantages, in such case, the efficiency and subsequently the
satisfaction of this urban space will increase.
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Table 3: Validity and reliability of the questionnaire and variables used
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Figure 1: Location of sixth and eight districts of the Iranian city of Shiraz
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Table 4: Paired comparison test of mean difference of collective memory elements in the studied area
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Table 5: Mean comparison test of the obtained elements of collective memory in the studied area
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Table 6: Classification of the studied sidewalks based on the purpose, formation platform, time spent and the main
spatial function based on collective memory-making elements
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Table 7: Problems and suggestions of collective memory in the pedestrian spaces of District 6 and 8 of Shiraz
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