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Extended Abstract

Introduction

he concept of right to adequate, desirable housing has been well acknowledged in various
national, regional, and international resolutions and protocols, not to mention its
declaration in more than 100 state constitutions. This has been due to the intrinsic
association of the right to adequate housing with other human rights. In fact, the denial of
the right to adequate housing is known to lead to numerous implications, including the
deprivation and violation of other rights such as the right to work, education, health care,
social relationships, participation in decision-making, etc. Despite the emphasis made on
the right to adequate housing, the challenges ahead of the realization of such right are
increasing around the globe.

As a matter of fact, the problem of adequate housing in Iran has long been a hot topic, and
various administrations have declared it as a priority on the cabinet’s agenda. The Iranian
housing problem started in the 1960s and its severity has increased constantly since then.
During the past decades when the new Iranian constitution was being adopted, the right to
adequate housing was regarded under Article 31, following which several policies were
set. However, as of today, the housing problem persists and has led to the emergence of
such undesirable phenomena like “grave-as-a-housing”, “rooftop-as-a-housing”, and
“sewage-as-a-housing”. Given the critical state of the housing in Iran, it can be referred to
as an “Iranian Dream”. Nevertheless, the concept of the right to adequate housing provides
a foundation for improved living conditions and protecting forced dispossession. Although
the right to adequate housing is well recognized under the constitution, a code for its
implementation has yet not been developed and the right to proper housing has not been
realized so far. Given that the right to adequate housing is more pertinent than other rights,
it needs an independent code of practice in the form of a holy scripture. Considering
challenges and problems ahead in relation to housing in Iran and the fact that a majority
of Iranians are yet to enjoy the right to adequate housing, this research attempts to develop
a model for the realization of the right to adequate housing. Accordingly, this study is
guided based on a fundamental research question: What are the characteristics of a
structural-interpretative model for realizing the right to adequate housing?

Methodology
In order to select a set of factors affecting the realization of the right to adequate housing,

a total of 23 national, regional, and international documents were investigated to extract a
total of 16 factors. In fact, the human rights-related documents were reviewed and selected
factors were extracted from the contents of these documents (Table 2). Next, the purposive
sampling was applied to select a group of 20 experts in the field of housing. Subsequently,
a questionnaire was designed through a structural-interpretative approach, and distributed
among the experts to check the content and face validity of the questionnaire. Based on
feedbacks from the experts, a final questionnaire was designed. In this work, the required
data was collected via a researcher’s questionnaire.

As mentioned earlier, the questionnaire was designed to undertake structural-interpretative
modeling. This is an interactive process where a group of different yet associated elements
are structured into a comprehensive systematic model. Using this system, one can evaluate
the associations among different elements of a system, understand the relationship among
various factors of a complicated system, and present a comprehensive model of the factors.
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Results and discussion

Based on clustering results of the Mic Mac analysis (Figure 2), preventing forced eviction
(C1), justice in tenure (C2), improving security of tenure (C3), alignment with ideology
and beliefs of society (C4), local requirements (CS5), and social structure related to
arrangements (C14) fell within the first region (i.e. input variable). This means that these
factors are more influential than the dependent ones. Accordingly, probabilistic states of
these factors determine the probable state of the other factors. These are key factors
contributing to the realization of the right to adequate housing. The facilities (C11) was
found to locate in the second region (intermediate variable), which indicates high influence
and dependence of this factor on others. According to the results of Mic Mac analysis, this
factor controls the dynamics and robustness of the system. The third region (resultant
variables) contained reachability of housing to vulnerable groups (C6), comfort (C7),
tranquility (C8), desirability and compatibility (C9), safety and security (C10), services
(C12), and arrangements related to the development and construction (C13). These are the
factors that are less influential and more dependent.

Conclusion

As a result, the government must codify, in cooperation with the private sector, policies
which, in the framework of the human rights, seek to improve the quality of life and protect
human dignity. Accordingly, fair allocation of housing to target groups, increased
participation of the society in the housing policy-setting and housing procurement,
consideration of social solidarity when setting housing policies, prevention of social and
ecologic segregation, paying attention to the identity of residential spaces for the target
groups, paying attention to the ownership of residential settlements as an economic value,
and provision of appropriate subsidies to all target groups are among the most important
factors that contribute to the realization of the right to adequate housing. These are the
factors that the government must see as priority when setting any policy.
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. European Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms (1950)

. Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948)

. Charter of the United Nations (1945)

. European Social Charter (1961)

. European Convention on the Legal Status of Migrant Workers (1977)

. American Convention on Human Rights (1969)

. Istanbul Declaration on Human Settlements (1996)

. Habitat Agenda (1996)

9. African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights (1981)

10. United Nations Millennium Declaration, adopted by the United Nations General Assembly “Millennium
Assembly of the United Nations” (2000)

11. Vancouver Declaration on Human Settlements (1976)

12. Rio Declaration on Environment and Development and Agenda 21 of the United Nations Conference
on Environment and Development (1992)

13. Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action adopted by the World Conference on Human Rights
(1993)

14. United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, General Assembly resolution 61/295
(2007)

15. Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees (1951)

16. International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (1966)

17. International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (1966)

18. International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination (1965)

19. International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their
Families (1990)

20. Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (1979)

21. Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (2006)
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Figure 1. Structural-interpretive model of factors affecting the realization of the right to adequate housing in Iran
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