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Lateral Consonant in Turkish Veriety of Tebriz and
Urmia

Vahid Sadeghi
Solmaz Mahmoodi

Abstract

The nature of lateral consonant is such that it is changeable under the
influence of various factors and in different phonetic contexts. Due to
the changes in the second formant frequency values of the lateral, two
light [I] and dark [1] allophones are obtained. In the present study, the
manner of articulation of this consonant in various phonetic contexts in
initial, medial and final positions, formants’ frequencies, fundamental
frequency, intensity and duration of those acoustic parameters were
measured and investigated in Turkish variety of Tabriz and Urmia. The
results of this paper showed that only at the end of the word and the first
member of the cluster we saw the fricative with a lower percentage than
the approximant. The frequency values of the second formant of this
consonant in the contexts of the front vowels were about 500 Hz higher
than the frequency values of this formant in the contexts of the back
vowels. It had also a very high frequency of the third formant in all
phonetic contexts. Data analysis showed that laterals had less energy
than most vowels.

Keywords: Acoustic Phonology, Antiformant, Light [I], Dark [1],
Lateral Consonant
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