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The Phonological Strength Approach to the lenition of
Oral Plosives in Persian Language Based on Foley’s
Historical Perspective

Zahra Karimi Bavayani
Zeinab Mohammad Ebrahimi Jahromi
Aliye K. Z. Kambuzia

Abstract

Lenition, is a phonological process in which, a phonological segment is
produced either weaker or more sonorous. This term is often applied to
a variety of other phonological processes which indicate weakening.
This study examines the role and the type of phonological strength in
the emergence of lenition processes in the Persian language in its
evolution from the Middle Persian to the modern Persian based on
Foley’s historical perspective. To do this, 120 Middle Persian words
from different Pahlavi dictionaries such as the small dictionary of the
Mackenzie Pahlavi (1391), the Pahlavi grammar of Nyberg (1390) and
the Pahlavi language dictionary of Mansouri (1394 and 1396) were
collected, extracted and analyzed. One of the research findings is that
the phonological processes of elision at the end of the word and
fricativization at the beginning of the word, between two vowels and
the coda of the syllable (before the continuant consonants of the onset
of the next syllable), have been applied to plosive consonants. Another
achievement is that the plosive lenition has been accompanied by two
successive processes of "increasing of the sonority™ and "opening of the
articulatory stricture".

Keywords: Inertial Development Principle, The Parameters of
Phonological Strength, Lenition, Persian Language, Foley
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