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Lenition and metathesis processes in the Brafto Tang Sha
dialect of Bakhtiari
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2- Trabiat Modares University Tehran, Tehran, Iran

Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to identify and describe the lenition and
metathesis processes in the standard variety of the Persian language and the
Brafto Tang Sha dialect of Bakhtiari as a southwestern Iranian language. For
this purpose, 150 words were first selected from the dialect questionnaire and
glossary. Then, eight illiterate and semi-literate native speakers aged 40 to 80
were interviewed. Additionally, the linguistic intuition of one of the writers as
a native speaker as well as some written sources were used as the research
background. The data were analyzed in the framework of generative
phonology, and the phonetic notation was based on the IPA (International
Phonetic Alphabet). The research method was descriptive-analytic. In the
analysis of each of the processes, a table of data and its related rules was
presented; and eventually in some cases, nonlinear representations were made
by means of phonemic features. The study results indicate that the process of
lenition in this dialect can be explained in the framework of generative
phonology. Furthermore, the study showed that some types of lenition,
including assimilation, deletion and grave as well as acute features are

observable in these processes.

Keywords: Bakhtiari dialect, generative phonology, assimilation, elision,

lenition and vowel harmony
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