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Abstract

Located in Zanjan province, given its special geographical location, ljerud County has
characteristics that the quantitative and qualitative knowledge of its ancient sites in the Parthian
period can help us in understanding more about the cultural developments of this period - in the
west and relatively in the northwest of Iran. In the form of a field investigation, to clarify the
situation, changes, and cultural developments of the region during the Parthian period, the
present research was carried out. To this end, the survey of the geographical basin of Golabar
Rural District and the northwestern part of the ljerud River in ljerud-e Payin Rural District was
carried out during two exploration seasons. The results of these surveys led to the identification
of 100 ancient sites (68 sites in Golabar Rural District and 32 sites in the northwestern part of
the ljerud River in ljerud-e Payin Rural District), of which 35 sites have Parthian artifacts. The
typology of the Parthian pottery of the region, general understanding, and perception of the
settlement pattern of the examined range related to this period, were important results of this
research. These results indicated the number of settlements in the mentioned period increased
significantly compared to the previous period (Achaemenid), and even the settlements of the
later period (Sassanid) were not as large as Parthian. This indicates the demographic changes
with the transformation of the settlement distribution pattern, compared to the previous period.
Additionally, it was found that most of the settlements in the region consisted of small villages
and a few large villages, and no evidence of urban centers were identified. The material culture
of the region in the Parthian period seems to have some native-local characteristics - which
distinguish it relatively from other regions of the west and northwest of the country - as a result,
is a part of the cultural scope of the west and northwest of the country.
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