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Abstract

Background and Aim: The importance of social capital in recent decades has led the
theoretical literature of urban planning to research the physical factors affecting social capital in urban
environments. However, relatively few studies have been carried out concerning this conceptin Iran’s
urban planning field. Considering the neglect of this concept in the theoretical literature in the past
decades, it seems necessary to pay attention to and redefine it in current urban planning studies.
Discovering and understanding the factors affecting social capital can lead to the introduction of urban
planning tools that will help create and promote social capital in urban neighborhoods of Iran in
today's conditions.

Methods: In order to answer the research questions in the studied area, the qualitative method of
grounded theory has been used. This method focuses on understanding reality within the research
situation and building a situated theory. Based on research method and in response to the "what"
guestion of the research, it has tried to discover the physical components of the studied location that
impact the processes of social capital production in local communities. To answer the "how" question
of the research, the relationship between the physical components and the constructive components
of social capital in the context of the study has been interpreted.

Flndlngs and Conclusion: The findings show that the existence of public spaces, major activity
centers, streets, and special pedestrian spaces and paying attention to the characteristics and role of paths can
be considered the most effective physical tools for promoting social capital in the Rudaki neighborhood. Finally,
the main result of this research confirms that the creation and promotion of social capital are closely related to
the improvement of the physical structure of the neighborhoods in the direction of creating a platform for
providing physical and mental needs and facilitating the social actions of the residents.
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