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Extended Abstract

Introduction

On August 1914, the world war(I), which had been prepared for years, began between the allies’
forces (France, U.K and Russia) and the allied countries (Germany, Austria and Ottoman). The
murder of the Austrian crown prince by a Serbian patriot was the pretext for starting the war; But
the main reason was the interests conflict between European countries that felt threatened by the
political-military developments of Germany and Austria and provided the ground for starting the
war. Gradually, the influence of World War(l) in Europe spread to other parts of the world,
including Iran, and Iran, as a neutral country, was damaged as much as the countries involved in
the war and even more. Regarding the causes of Iran's violation of neutrality in the First World
War, several studies have been conducted from the perspective of economic and political
components. However, in these studies, the categorization of geopolitical factors affecting the
violation of Iran's neutrality has been less discussed. In this regard, has been attempted to
describe the development of the World War(l) based on classical geopolitical approach
perspective. Then, while explaining the components of the concept of political neutrality of
countries in international conflicts, an attempt has been made to categorize the causes of Iran's
neutrality violations in the First World War from the perspective of classical geopolitics.

Methodology

Regarding the extensive use of inferential methods in historical geopolitical studies in this paper,
while referring to related historical documents and books; The geopolitical indicators of Iran's
neutrality violation were extracted and categorized into three thematic axes of geostrategic, geo-
energy and geo-culture. Then in each of these geopolitical issues; A chain of related requirements
that caused Iran's neutrality position to be violated by great powers involved in war; has been
studied.

Results and Discussion

In this regard, during the World War(l), Iran had the geographical ability to become Germany's
second front in Asia against Russia and U.K and to be a base for invading India. Also, with the
Germany and Ottomans influence in the north-west of Iran and subsequently by imposing military
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pressure on the southern front of Russia, this action could reduce the intensity of Russian attacks
and military movements on the European front against the German forces. On the other hand,
Germany could invade India through the Iran’s territory and its Ottoman ally; capture the military
center and economic support of England and reduce the British army pressure in Europe. On the
other hand, Iran during the 19th century; It was geopolitically important for U.K only because of
its border with India. But with the discovery of oil in Iran; The oil reserves in south west of Iran
became a vital issue for U.K. At the beginning of the 20th century, Germany's shipbuilding
program was extremely annoying for U.K. Because this empire was inevitably forced to change
their fuel from coal to oil in order to upgrade the seafaring technology and ships operational
capacity. While U.K had enough coal reserves; But oil has to be bought from outside this country
and therefore Iranian oil found its strategic importance for this country. Therefore, the pressure on
U.K interests, especially the risk of oil-rich areas in southern Iran and threats possibility to India's
economic exchanges; It prompted the British government to find a solution to this problem.
Therefore, in 1915, U.K created a force called "Southern Police” (S.P.R.) in Iran. Another
effective factor in interests pursuing of countries present in the world war(l) was their
instrumental use from religious and national beliefs of the people in order to achieve their goals.
This policy was effective in violating Iran's neutrality in this war. Especially, the Ottomans king
considered himself as “Caliph of the Muslims”, and tried as much as possible to use from Muslim
people religious feelings for their geopolitical goals. In this regard, the empire king encouraged
religious scholars to issue “fatwa of jihad”. Also, the German government tried to unite Iran and
the Ottomans in the direction of their goals by promoting the unity discourse of Shiites and
Sunnis in Islamic world.

Conclusion

World War (I) began in a period when Iran was in a weak state in terms of political and security
conditions. Each of the belligerent countries in the war had their own geopolitical interests in
Iran's territory. Therefore, Iran's government weakness and a set of requirements related to Iran's
geostrategic position, including its neighborhood with Ottomans and Russia, were effective in
violating Iran's neutrality. Also, oil resources existence in the southwest of Iran, which provided
the fuel important part for the British war machine, and also the use from the part of social and
cultural forces in Iranian society by the governments involved in the war for their own benefit,
made ineffective the Iran's neutrality policy in this war.
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