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f_Keywords: j Abstract
Empowerment, Sustainable Rural settlements have long grappled with diverse challenges, and one of the most
Development, Rural critical approaches to overcoming these challenges lies in empowerment, guided

by a sustainable development perspective. Neglecting to bolster the capacities and
empowerment of these settlements can exacerbate their instability. This study
aims to identify and analyze the factors influencing the empowerment of rural
settlements, with a particular focus on sustainable development within the
Javanrud region, ultimately proposing a strategic framework. The research adopts
a descriptive-analytical methodology, rooted in survey data collection. The
research population encompasses 25 villages situated within Kalashi District.
Employing targeted sampling, initially, villages with over 20 households were
selected, meeting a population threshold for receiving services. Subsequently, six
villages were chosen based on their distance from the city center, with sample
sizes calculated accordingly. Data were gathered via a questionnaire, whose
validity was confirmed by experts and reliability assessed with a Cronbach's alpha
coefficient exceeding 0.70. The analysis was conducted utilizing the SWOT and
SOAR models in conjunction with the QSPM matrix. Results indicated that rural
participation in environmental risk mitigation, weighted at 0.19, emerged as the
most significant strength. Conversely, stagnant agricultural activities and
improper land and water resource utilization (0.24) were identified as the primary
weaknesses. The commercialization of Samagh Van cultivation for employment
(0.26) stood out as the most substantial opportunity, while the emergence of

Settlements, Javanrud County.

Rece1ved.30/S 12022 environmental crises (e.g., drought) received a final rating of 0.24, underscoring
Revised: °p it as a critical threat to the empowerment of rural settlements in the region.
: According to the QSPM matrix, the most pivotal strategy for empowering these
30/Dec/2022 settlements involves creating the necessary conditions for rural participation in
Accepted: Samagh Van commercialization and development, earning a score of 0.50.
10/Jan/2023 Additionally, supporting community involvement in Samagh Van conversion

\_ _J activities received a score of 0.44.
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