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Land use change, Village, Areas Over the past few decades, issues such as unregulated urban expansion and
around cities, Khash. alterations in land use have become increasingly apparent in peri-urban areas.

These changes are poised to have far-reaching physical, economic, social, and
environmental repercussions on rural regions. In this context, the primary
objective of this research is to scrutinize the criteria underpinning the
transformative dynamics of land use in villages surrounding Khash City. This
study adopts a descriptive-analytical research methodology, combining both
quantitative and qualitative approaches, with a developmental focus. Data were
collected through a combination of library research, fieldwork involving
interviews and questionnaires. To address the complexity of the research, the
Delphi method and structural analysis using MICMAC software were employed.
The research encompasses the entirety of Khash City's academic, managerial, and
expert community, with a sample size of 20 individuals determined using the
Delphi method. Utilizing the Delphi method, a comprehensive set of criteria
influencing land use changes in villages surrounding Khash City was identified,
encompassing five distinct criteria (economic, physical, environmental, political-
administrative, and social) and a total of 49 indicators. Among these criteria, the
economic factor emerged as the foremost and most influential determinant of land
use transformations in the villages neighboring Khash City. Ultimately, ten key
indicators were selected as the principal drivers of land use change in these peri-

Recelved:SO/N 12022 urban villages. These indicators encompass various aspects such as urban
N ov. economic policy, the development of border market infrastructure, local market
Revised: expansion, attraction of investments, fostering the tourism industry, sustaining
14/Feb/2023 and enhancing small-scale industries, transformation of urban performance,
Accepted: augmentation of production and industrial sectors, job creation and
05/Mar/2023 entrepreneurship promotion, culminating in reduced unemployment rates and the

k _J proliferation of transformative and service-oriented industries.
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