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ABSTRACT

With the emergence of contemporary globalization, the role of cities to
expand constructive interactions has been highlighted in transnational
areas by strengthening city diplomacy to achieve different interests.
Today, international organizations in urban management are trying to
increase the strength of the connection between cities, and therefore,
city managers are seeking for gaining more opportunities in
transnational areas and using best practices in the framework of network
processes. The formation of successful examples of urban unions, such
as the Union of Mediterranean and Baltic cities, etc., by benefiting from
the tools of city diplomacy, has led to the development of cities and has
had a special effect on international activities, especially peace, and
integration of cities. With such an approach, this research has been done
with the purpose of explaining the concept of city diplomacy and
presenting the general model of urban networks in the world with the
benefit of the descriptive-analytical method. Hence, the study used
reliable sources and papers and investigated best practices in the field to
consider various types, levels, and cooperation system of city diplomacy
by extracting its most important dimensions and indicators. Then, the
general model of city diplomacy was presented. According to the
findings of the study, city diplomacy is implemented bilaterally and
multilaterally on both regional and global scales, and many actors play a
role in achieving its goals. Moreover, among the 32 indicators extracted
from various studies, the most important ones are the membership
indicator in international organizations and assemblies, followed by the
memorandum of understanding of sustainable development and the
exchange of knowledge and services. It was also found that these
indicators can be used for case studies in different regions of the world.
In addition, the capacity of forming urban unions and joining them in a
region can be examined by these indicators.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Cities are viewed as a modern phenomenon
that represents the place and role of nations
in the development process of international
relations. This means that cities are the
main factors in the economic, cultural,
political, and social interactions of nations
and societies. Based on this, in the
framework of the role of transnational
actors in transnational arenas, the dominant
approach in urban management is to
connect cities to international urban
networks, in order to take advantage of the
benefits of globalization, by strengthening
city diplomacy as one of the most important
tools of urban management, the ground for
the entry of different cities of the world into
Transnational arenas are provided. In this
regard, municipalities, city councils, urban
institutions, and organizations,
multinational companies based in global
cities, etc., are among the new players who
can enter into comprehensive negotiations
with other regions of the world in various
fields in order to gain opportunities. City
diplomacy and the subsequent foreign
policy in the evolving cities have various
dimensions and play a very important role
in creating strong links between cities by
expanding diplomatic  activities and
international cooperation in the form of
holding international exhibitions and
conferences, sports competitions, exchange
of knowledge and services and etc., it
serves to improve the status of cities and,
accordingly, countries. In this regard,
according to the necessity of the subject,
the present research seeks to answer the
question, what is the global model of city
diplomacy of urban networks? In this
context, while presenting  different
definitions of city diplomacy and
examining its historical course along with
the study of theories supporting this field,
we have introduced the views of various
thinkers of city diplomacy and also
examined the successful global experiences
related to it in order to extract the most
important dimensions and indicators of city
diplomacy. The present research also
examines the types and levels of city
diplomacy, the cooperation system of city

diplomacy, and the elements related to this
field. In the end, by examining the above,
the global model of city diplomacy of urban
networks is presented.

Methodology

This research is descriptive-analytical in
terms of its nature and method, and the
required information has been collected in a
documentary-library way and by a

systematic review of the literature, books ,

and authentic articles. Considering the
dimensions and purpose of the research,
which is looking for a practical product in
the real field and the origin of a model in
strengthening city diplomacy, it is possible
to search for traces of the philosophy of
pragmatism in this study. The approach of
the current research is comparative and
based on international research with the aim
of practical development of urban planning
knowledge.

Results and Discussion

Based on the opinions expressed in
connection with city diplomacy, the five-
level model of city diplomacy in the general
sense in the world has been presented. The
first level of this model is related to
different types of city diplomacy.
Strengthening of two-sided city diplomacy
in the form of twinning projects/sister links
and multilateral city diplomacy by joining
UN agencies, membership in urban
networks on a global scale, and
membership in urban networks on a
regional scale is done. The second level
displays the different levels of multiple-
sided city diplomacy. City diplomacy can
be discussed at both global and regional
levels. The third level examines the
cooperation system of city diplomacy. The
main actors of city diplomacy are divided
into two categories of territorial figures and
non-territorial figures. This level also
includes  support  agents including

universities, the private sector ,and

charities. The main pillars of active
assemblies in the field of city diplomacy
consist of the board of directors, the
executive board, and the secretariat, and
membership takes place in three forms:
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active, observer, and dependent. These
cooperations take place in various
dimensions of urban security (military-
civilian), urban economy, urban culture,
urban  network, urban representation
(political-non-political), urban

development ,and urban research, which are

mentioned in the fourth level. In the end,
the indicators of city diplomacy, which are
extracted from the theoretical and empirical
bases of the research, have been mentioned,

and finally ,we have obtained 32 items. The

importance of  these indicators s
determined based on their repetition in
different texts, and among them, the index
of membership in international assemblies
and organizations is the most frequent
among other indicators.

Conclusion

By studying the experiences of different
cities in the field of city diplomacy, it can
be seen that the cities will be able to play an
effective role at the international level with
their active participation in the field of city
diplomacy. Joining transnational urban
networks will lead to the promotion of the
status of the city and the country at the
international level and the increase of their
bargaining level along with the promotion
of local autonomy and moving towards the
realization of the policy of decentralization
and the creation of democracy in the
management  of the urban unit.
Strengthening  city  diplomacy  and
increasing the presence of cities in various
transnational arenas can improve the level
of awareness of citizens and non-
governmental organizations, preserve the
traditions, identity, and heritage of cities
and strengthen local identity and
comprehensively introduce the city in the
international arena by holding various
festivals, support the common interests of
cities, preserve Perspectives and historical
and cultural buildings in cities, efforts to
realize sustainable urban development and
guarantee urban stability and health,
confronting climate changes and preventing
environmental destruction, reducing
inequalities, eliminating discrimination,
improving the status of refugees and

solving vital problems such as poverty. and
hunger, efforts to prevent human rights
violations, development of urban projects
and infrastructures, upgrading of urban
services, support for development and
modernization, cultural development, and
social cohesion. By examining the function
and effective role of cities joining
transnational networks, the importance and
necessity of strengthening city diplomacy
become more clear. The realization of such
goals requires the formulation of short-
term, medium-term, and long-term
comprehensive, scientific, and based on the
growth and development, and rational
prosperity of cities in the arena of city
diplomacy and moving in the direction of
the compiled programs in order to join
international networks.
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