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The present research was carried out with the aim of strategic planning of empowerment of rural women of
Kermanshah province through entrepreneurship in a descriptive—analytical way. Data was collected through
interviews and questionnaires. Meta-SWOT software was used to analyze the data. Participants in the re-
search are 18 experts on rural women's affairs in the agricultural jihad organization, Imam Khomani relief
committee, Governor's office, Welfare, Rural Cooperative Organization, General Development of Coopera-
tive, Work and Social Welfare of the Province and Razi University who were selected purposefully to identify
and prioritize rural women's entrepreneurship empowerment strategies based on the 5 steps of the Meta-
SWOT technique. According to the results, two factors, "high capacities in agriculture of the province", and
"the presence of medicinal and comestible plants" had the highest weights, which indicated their impor-
tance compared to other factors in the development of entrepreneurship empowerment of rural women
in Kermanshah province. The results of the investigation of environmental factors also indicated that the

Key words: factor of "complete lack of coordination between executive organs " with the highest power and effective-
Empowerment, En- ness was an obstacle to the development of rural women entrepreneurship in Kermanshah province. Based
trepreneurial, Rural on the strategic plan, three important strategies for empowering women's entrepreneurship are "promot-
women, Develop- : ing social solidarity and facilitating the communication network between rural women"; "compilation of
ment strategies, laws and providing fields for supporting rural women's home productions and markets" and "creating the
Social solidarity © necessary contexts and platforms to support the handicrafts brand of agricultural and livestock products".
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Extended Abstract participation and involvement of all groups and individu-

als in society. Therefore, it is important to emphasize the

1. Introduction empowerment of women. The meaning of empowerment

is that people take steps to change their life situation by

oday, many experts believe that full improving their abilities and skills and having self-es-

development is not possible without the teem, independence and self-efficacy, as well as access to
TR a
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economic and social opportunities. One of the measures
that have been taken into consideration in the direction
of empowerment is empowerment through entrepreneur-
ship, which is a new stage in economic development. Em-
powerment of entrepreneurship means that people have
the necessary self-confidence to take risks and be able to
accept the risks of starting an activity, mobilize and col-
lect the necessary resources in line with the activities, and
be able to find a suitable market for their business and
finally start a business.

2. Methodology

The research is descriptive-analytical in nature and prac-
tical in terms of purpose. Collecting the required informa-
tion was done through interviews and questionnaires. The
people who participated in the research were 18 experts
from rural women's affairs of the province in the Agri-
cultural Jihad Organization, the Imam Khomeini Relief
Committee, the Governor's Office and Razi University,
who were selected in a purposeful-criteria way (the cri-
teria for selecting people was experience and research in
the field of rural women) in order to identify and prioritize
rural women's entrepreneurship empowerment strategies
based on the five stages of the Meta-SWOT technique.

3. Results

According to the results, two factors "high capacities in
the province in agricultural fields" and "presence of me-
dicinal and edible plants" had the highest weights, which
indicated their importance compared to other factors in
the development of entrepreneurship empowerment of
rural women in Kermanshah province. The results of the
investigation of environmental factors also indicated that
the factor of “complete lack of coordination between ex-
ecutive bodies" with the greatest amount of power and
influence is an obstacle to the development of entre-
preneurship empowerment of rural women in Kerman-
shah province. Based on the strategic plan, 17 desirable
strategies were introduced for the development of rural
women's entrepreneurship empowerment. The three most
important strategies for women's entrepreneurship em-
powerment are "Promoting social cohesion and facilitat-
ing the communication network between rural women";
"Developing laws and providing grounds for supporting
rural women's home productions and markets™ and "Cre-
ating the necessary grounds and platforms for supporting
the brand of handicrafts, agricultural and livestock prod-
ucts."

4. Discussion
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Based on the presented strategic map, it was found that
the resources and capabilities available in the province
in order to empower rural women's entrepreneurship are
very rare, inimitable and irreplaceable. In fact, as it was
said, 20 internal resources and capabilities were intro-
duced by experts for rural areas, and based on the weight,
it was determined that these resources and capabilities are
not very rare in the rural areas of the province, and if only
by relying on these resources and the internal capabilities
of the province we want to act in the direction of empow-
ering rural women's entrepreneurship, the desired result
is not achieved, and the overcoming of obstacles and
environmental factors hinders the empowerment of rural
women's entrepreneurship. However, among the internal
resources and capabilities, two factors "high capacities in
the province in the fields of agriculture" and "the presence
of medicinal and food plants for cars” had the highest
weights, which are necessary in order to empower rural
women's entrepreneurship. Other factors should also be
considered. But the existence of high capacity in the field
of handicrafts (carpets, rugs, quilts, etc.); the existence of
private/native investors and their desire to develop ag-
riculture; Providing more facilities to the investors and
the attention, look and concern of the provincial officials
towards the empowerment of rural women respectively
had the highest degree of compatibility with the goals of
empowering rural women's entrepreneurship.

5. Conclusion

Conducting this research by identifying internal re-
sources and capabilities in the direction of empowering
rural women's entrepreneurship, obstacles in this path
and finally providing strategies for empowering rural
women's entrepreneurship can play an important role in
improving the economic and social status of households
and consequently their lives. This category is especially
important in the studied area, despite the high capacity of
women for extensive participation in various productive
and non-productive activities. It is obvious that the identi-
fication of empowerment and entrepreneurship strategies
among rural women has placed the necessary knowledge
in front of the planners of the private and public sectors
in order to reduce the limitations with decisions based on
objective facts. To develop rural women's entrepreneur-
ship and empower them, and as a result, provide sustain-
able development of rural areas. Because the emergence
and development of entrepreneurship is not a random
phenomenon, but this phenomenon is dependent on sev-
eral factors (including economic, social, cultural factors,
etc.), which are often referred to as the conditions of en-
trepreneurship development and empowerment.
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