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ABSTRACT

Iran and Irag are important and influential countries in the
geopolitical events and arena of the Southwest Asia region. The
relations between these two countries have had their ups and
downs in each period. With the fall of Saddam Hussein and the
Ba'ath party Political governance in Irag has seen an
improvement in relations between us, and given the importance
and quality of relations, identifying and determining the factors
affecting relations and bilateral relations in the future is doubly
important. In this regard, this article is applied in terms of
purpose and result; in terms of nature and method, it is a
combination of descriptive-analytical and survey approaches
(interviews with experts and questionnaires) in order to answer
the question that according to James Rosenau's theory of
continuity, what are the most important and influential factors
among the relations between Iran and Irag? Using a study of the
background and research done and using the views of 20 experts
who were selected in full and purposefully, 23 factors as the
most important factors related to the five variables of the James
Rosena continuity model, including person, role, Government,
society and environment were identified and determined, and
finally estimates and analysis of each variable were performed.
The results indicate that the individual variable (decisions and
individual interests of leaders) and environmental variables
(involvement and competition of powerful regional and extra-
regional countries), and related factors will have the greatest role
and impact in regulating the level of Iran-lraq relations in the
next decade.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Iran and Iraq are two key practitioners in
the important and strategic Persian Gulf
region; their bilateral relations in different
historical periods have been a function of
geographical situations, political structures
in both countries, intra-regional political
and social developments, and the
interventions of world and regional powers.
Undoubtedly, since the fall of Saddam and
the change of political rule in Iraq and the
presence of "Shia" groups in the structure
of political power in Iraq, relations between
these two countries have shifted from a
state of conflict to a strategic alliance and
cultural, religious, security and economic
commonalities and existence of some
cultural, religious, security participation can
strengthen bilateral relations in the future.
Orienting Iran-lraq relations towards
greater interactions and reducing tensions,
and establishing relations within the
framework of intra-regional diplomacy, far
from interfering with its supra-regional
powers, can pave the way for a bright future
to create regional integration and unity in
the Persian Gulf geopolitics. Although the
fall of Saddam and the establishment of a
new government have paved the way for
the expansion of bilateral relations and
interaction between Iran and Iraq,
recognizing important and key factors
influencing the future of relations between
the two countries in order to understand the
relationship and the adoption of a
proportionate strategy and the application
of smart diplomacy in order to expand
bilateral relations is vital.

Methodology

Due to the nature of the subject, the
research is applied in terms of purpose and
result. Also, in terms of nature and method,
it is a combination of descriptive-analytical
and survey approaches (interviews with
experts and questionnaires), and data
collection is done by use of related
documents, resources (books, articles,
Internet) and questionnaire.

The research process is as follows in the
first stage. A target sampling method was

used by studying previous scientific
documents and records and using familiar
experts with relevant scientific backgrounds
to select experts. First, the factors related to
the five variables of James Rosenau
continuity model -person, role, government,
society and environment- are identified and
using the opinion of 20 experts, the most
important factors related to each variable
are determined, and finally, the estimation
and analysis related to each variable was
done.

Results and discussion

Considering the theory of continuity by
James Rosenau, a combined theory based
on five basic wvariables (individual
personality, role, government, society and
environment), analyzes the relations
between countries as a theoretical
framework of the research. The main goal
is to determine the important factors
affecting Iran-Iraq relations based on the
theory of James Rosenua. Moreover, In the
first stage, in order to identify and
determine the factors affecting Iran-lraq
relations by reviewing the records and
previous relevant scientific research, as
well as distributing a questionnaire among
20 experts, 39 factors related to five
variables: person, role, government, and
society. Furthermore, according to James
Rosenau's theory of continuity, the
environment was identified separately.

In the next step, in order to identify and
determine the important and key influential
factors of each of the five variables, by
distributing a questionnaire among 20
familiar experts with occupational and
scientific backgrounds related to the
research topic and using the Likert method,
the number of 39 factors obtained were
scored by experts and after averaging the
scores related to each factor, 23 factors that
received an average of more than 4 were
selected as important and key factors and
each of which was analyzed and estimated.

Conclusion

Iran and Iraqg are two developing countries
where individual decision-making relies
more on individual decisions. There are



interests  within such developing
governments that it is even more important
to the leaders of these governments than
nationality and territory. Such as ideology,
ethnicity, religion, etc., the political leaders
of these countries are mainly interested in
unison with other political systems that
have similar concerns and establish bilateral
relations. Therefore, the individual variable
has a very influential and key role
compared to other variables.

On the other hand, the geopolitical outputs
of the region are mainly influenced by the
differences, rivalries and differences of
powerful regional countries and the
transformation of the international and
regional environment, which strengthens
and accompanies global and European
competitions, especially the United States
and Russia. Moreover, it influences the
foreign policy orientation of bilateral and
multilateral relations.

Noting that in the last few centuries in the
West Asian region, the environmental
variables and related factors have had a
significant role and impact on
developments and relations between the
region's countries. According to the James
Rosenau continuity model, two individual
and environmental variables and their
related factors have the most role and
impact than other variables in the relations
between the two countries. Furthermore, the
factors related to each of these two
variables should be considered more than
other factors in planning foreign policy and
bilateral relations by the diplomatic
apparatus, and the strategies adopted by the
country's foreign policy based on these two
variables and the factors related to them
should be considered and compiled.
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