Human Geography Research Quarterly

Online ISSN: 2423-7736
Journal Homepage: jphgr.ut.ac.ir

Analysis of Factors Contributing to the Expansion of Tourism in
Religious Cities Case Study: Mehran City and Arbaeen Event

Hamed Hayaty !, Pakzad Azadkhani 2 >3, Milad Ghanbarizadeh 3

1. Department of Architects, Faculty of Architects, Qom university, Qom, Iran

Email: hamedhayaty@yahoo.com

2. Department of Architects and Urban Planning, Bakhtar High institute Education, Iran
Email: pakzad540azad@gmail.com

3. Department of Architects, Faculty of Architects, Ilam Branch, Azad University, llam, Iran
Email: arefjooonll@gmail.com

Article Info

Acrticle type:
Research Article

Avrticle History:
Received:
7 March 2021

Received in revised form:

30 April 2022
Accepted:
24 May 2022

Keywords:
Religious tourism
Arbaeen,

Tourism expansion,
Mehran.

ABSTRACT

The city's health depends on having a healthy environment and
Arbaeen event is one of the ritual-religious traditions upheld for a
very long time and is commemorated in the city of Mehran. With
tourist attractions, Mehran is very crucial to the expansion of
tourism. Despite the widespread presence of people and religious
tourists annually in Mehran, infrastructures and essential facilities
for expanding this industry are insufficient. In this research, an
attempt was made to pay attention to the strengths and weaknesses
of all facilities including, the infrastructures of Mehran City, and
suggest some strategies. The research method was a descriptive-
survey method (questionnaire). The research population consisted
of tourists coming over to Mehran; 300 subjects were chosen by
convenience and purposive sampling and received the
questionnaires. The research questionnaire was a researcher-made
questionnaire that was confirmed regarding validity and
reliability. The analysis of the data was conducted by using factor
analysis with the SPSS software program. The results indicated
six factors contributing to tourism in the religious city of Mehran;
the priority was the matter of security, with a special value of
21.79, and the sixth priority was a social and cultural factor, with
a special value of 12.89. Therefore, security, economy,
advertisements, infrastructure, natural-environmental, and socio-
cultural factors contribute a lot to the expansion of tourism in the
religious city of Mehran.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Religious  tourism  expansion  and
development opens up all the opportunities
and grounds for religious exchange between
the tourist and the host society, which is an
important constituent of religious tourism
and helpful in its expansion and
development. Every year, tens of millions of
our people in Iran travel to Irag's holy
religious places, and this provides the
country with a considerable capacity for
cultural, social and economic development
when taking account of the orchestration of
the travels on a large scale. During
Muharram and Arbaeen events, Mehran can
host many pilgrims. Thus, it needs to
identify the factors affecting religious
tourism expansion and development,
considering the fact that the lack of
systematic identification of these factors is a
significant gap for this research. Conversely,
the failure of comprehensive plans and
disregard for the pilgrims' requirements
threw the spots into disarray and per capita
and land use inequality in this city.
Therefore, it seems imperative to investigate
and review this issue. In this vein, the
research aims to answer the question, "What
are the most important factors in the
expansion and development of the religious
tourism industry in Mehran?

Methodology

The present study is an applied research in
terms of purpose and a descriptive-analytical
design in terms of method. A library method
was used to review and investigate
approaches and theoretical foundations
concerning cultural-religious tourism and
check out assessment indicators.

Results and discussion

The study's results identified six factors
affecting tourism in Mehran. The priority in
the present study was security (21.79), and
the sixth priority was the socio-cultural
factor (12.89). Likewise, the most important
contributing factors were security, economy,
advertisement, infrastructure,  natural-
environmental, and cultural-social factors.

Conclusion

The present research aimed to identify the
factors affecting tourism development,
emphasising religious tourism in Mehran.
The results indicated that Mehran city has
social and security stability, reinforcing
tourists' desire to re-travelling to the city.
This result is consistent with the results of
the study of Bagheri et al. (2021), Aghajani
and Farahanifard (2015), and Oulot and
Douda (2020) regarding the importance of
governmental, political and security matters.
The international border of Mehran city
enjoys great capacities and economic
opportunities for tourism expansion and
development, e.g., global demand for
religious  tourism, job  opportunities,
booming of handcrafts, and governmental
credit increase for executing programs and
lower travel costs for tourists. This result is
in line with the results of the study of
Bagheri et al. (2021), Aghajani and
Farahanifard (2015), Brojeni et al. (2018),
Silva and Junior (2016), Romanli et al.
(2021) regarding the significance of
economic factors in the expansion and
development of tourism as a propelling or
repelling factor in this issue. There is a need
for giving the information at the
transregional level to help and assist Mehran
to be seen by others. Although the
propaganda fueled by mass media or
previous pilgrims' mindset affects new
tourist arrivals and the tourism process, the
result is consistent with the study of
Aghajani and Farahanifard (2015) and
Brojeni et al. (2018). As for the
infrastructures and requirements of religious
tourism, we can consider the number and
quality of accommodation and travel
agencies, quality of services and their
accessibility, presence of cultural and
religious centers, underlying facilities
(transportation, internet, etc.), and health-
sanitation facilities. Regarding Mehran city,
road pavement, proper placement of road
signs for improving the quality of roads to
the city, the geographical location of the
region and cultural and religious centers
were more influential than other factors.
This result is consistent with the results of
the study of Bagheri et al. (2021), Aghajani
and Farahanifard (2015), Husseinipour et al.



(2016), Brojeni et al. (2018), Niasar and
Rahmanzadeh (2017), Soleiman et al.,
Albriak et al. (2018), Demisi (2021), and
Romanli et al. (2021) regarding the role of
essential requirements and infrastructures in
tourism expansion and development. The
natural-environmental and socio-cultural
factors were two important and effective
factors in the tourism development of
Mehran that are in the next rank. Regarding
the cultural background of Mehran and its
attraction for tourists and all individuals in
society to participate in tourism affairs, we
can take some steps toward development and
expansion in this industry. This result of the
present study is consistent with the results of
the study of Bagheri et al. (2021), Aghajani
and Farahanifard (2015), Hosseinipour et al.
(2016), Ayati et al. (2016), Asadi et al.
(2016), Zargham Brojeni et al. (2018),
Araste and Mohammadi (2011), Soleiman et
al. (2011), Gadchu (2014), Albayrak et al.
(2018), Demisi (2021) and Romanli et al.
(2021) in terms of the importance of social,
cultural, natural and environmental factors.
The results of this research can provide
practical guidance for tourism managers and
policymakers, namely religious tourism. By
referring to the study results, it is possible to
identify and detect the influential factors in
the development of the religious tourism and
design and implement the necessary
measures for each factor in this study. Other
researchers are recommended to study how
to reduce religious tourism's negative and
adverse effects in various aspects, such as
the economic, social and environmental
dimensions in the present study. Researchers
can also identify the factors affecting the
expansion and development of the religious
tourism industry or factors hindering
tourism development with other methods
and techniques. For example, they can
identify and detect strategies for developing
religious tourism in our country through the
design of exploratory studies and interviews
with experts in the tourism industry.
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