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ABSTRACT

The issue of women's empowerment is an essential step for human
development and talent management. The empowerment of rural women
is towards gender justice and its one of the key factors in sustainable
development. Therefore, awareness of the extent of women's
empowerment is essential for development planning. This descriptive-
correlational study was conducted to investigate the empowerment of
rural women in Kermanshah Township. The statistical population of the
study was rural women aged 15-64 years in Kermanshah Township (N=
41267) and samples were selected by multistage sampling method. A
questionnaire was designed based on the Gates and Gates model (2017)
and included the dimensions of resources (critical consciousness, bodily
integrity and assets), agency (decision making, leadership and collective
action) and institutional structures (family, community, market and state
support). Results showed that the mean of empowerment of rural women
in Kermanshah Township is lower than average. Rural women in
Kermanshah Township are at lower than average of resources and
agency dimensions and the highest average is related to institutional
structures. Among the variables studied, family support in the dimension
of institutional structures, bodily integrity in the dimension of resources
and leadership in the dimension of agency have achieved the highest
averages. The results also showed that age has a positive and significant
relationship with the empowerment of rural women and there are a
significant difference in the empowerment of rural women according to
marital status, being the head of household, husband's job and place of
residence. Accordingly, it is suggested that for the comprehensive
empowerment of women and the use of the capacity and power of
various institutions in a coordinated manner, in the design and
implementation of programs for the empowerment of rural women,
continuous communication should be provided between responsible
institutions.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Due to the fact that rural women are limited
to the special earth resources, restricted
access to inputs and credits, insufficient
qualification, weak participation in making
decision, not being addressed to the media,
they do not have social- economic situation
particularly in  developing countries
(Venkadesh, 2012). Nowadays, the women
circumstances especially rural women are
originated from undesirable process in the
past and failure to achieve the goals of the
development plan purposes in rural women
domain. Therefore, one of the main common
weaknesses  in  implementation  of
development strategies is not including the
function and qualification of women in
economic, social, and cultural development.
In fact, women are not only the main subject
and purpose of any development but also,
they make furtherance of economic and
social development purposes (Aghabakhshi
& Mohtashami, 2010). Considering that
women are an efficient factor in agriculture
development, their empowerment is one of
the structural worries in growth and human
rights. To be placed in human development
and talent management (Safavi et al,. 2015).
Rural women empowerment comes along
with a gender equality and the main
elements of development stability. Thus, for
development planning it is necessary to be
acquaintance with women empowerment. In
sequence, this survey was done by the aim of
rural women empowerment in Kermanshah
Township.

Methodology

The purpose of this scientific research is the
ability assessment of the rural women of
Kermanshah Township. Also, there was the
effective variables which was done on. The
research population was actually the active
population of rural women(15-64 years old)
in Kermanshah Township (N= 41267) and
the samples were chosen by the multi-level
sampling method. The tool of data gathering
created an established questionnaire that was
based on Gates and Gates model (2017) and
included some items such as, resources
dimension  (bodily integrity, critical
consciousness and assets), agency (decision
making, leadership, and collective action),

and institutional structures (support of
family, community, market, and state). The
data were analyzed by SPSS software and
after assessing the components and total
empowerment, in order to investigate the
effect of independent variables on the Rural
women empowerment was used stepwise
multiple regression method.

Results and discussion

according to findings, the meaning of critical
consciousness is average (M= 0/50, SD=
0/30), the meaning of the Rural women
bodily integrity is above the average (M=
0/59, SD= 0/11) and the woman's assets is
below the average (M= 0/33, SD= 0/10). In
total, the whole resources average of
Kermanshah rural women is below the
average (M= 0/48, SD=0/12). Resources are
one of the main causes toward women
empowerment and all the women, especially
rural women, are in lower status compared
with men due to the limited access to the
resources. This issue is approved in many
resources (Janghorban et al., 2014; FAO,
2014; Venkadesh, 2012). On the basis of the
Gates and Gates model, the reason for the
low level of rural women empowerment can
be related to their assets. It results in
different problems like very little women
ownership of basic resources which are land
and water. Rural women of Kermanshah
Township are in superior condition in bodily
integrity and critical consciousness. Given
that women's participation in training
courses and their access to the media,
knowledge of their personal, economic, and
social rights will be raised. In general, Media
exposure (Taresa & Gadisa, 2021; Musonera
& Heshmati, 2016) and education (Hunt &
Samman, 2016; Agbo & lIsa, 2017) affect
women's empowerment. Therefore, it is
recommended that the women have a greater
access to the media and informal training
courses (extension) with the aim of raising
social awareness in rural areas, including
women's legal and sanitary information.

As finding shows, agency component mean
is lower than the medium (M= 0/43, SD=
0/18). Although the mean of all agency
component variables is lower than the
medium, the highest mean is related to the
leadership component (M= 0/49, SD= 0/20).
Leadership is dependent on self-confidence,



self-efficacy, awareness, dominance, and
active participation in society. As a result, it
is necessary for rural women to boost these
factors and skills. Since the low leadership
power of rural women, there are no rural
women's organizations in many villages.
The women's agency in rural society can be
developed if the factors and leadership skills
among rural women strengthen. According
to results, the decision making right mean
for rural women was lower than the average
(M= 0/48, SD=0/23). The former researches
come from the low position of rural women
in production decision, specially sales and
marketing (Alibaygi et al., 2007).

Data shows the institutional structures into
rural women support are medium (M= 0/50,
SD= 0/16). The highest women support by
the family (M= 0/62, SD= 0/20) and the
lowest state support (M= 0/42, SD= 0/21).
Because the government do not recognize
the women's difficulties and intricate issues
and not consider enough grant, there is a
dissatisfaction of rural women due to the
weakest support. Marketing problems is one
of the main problems of women that
indicates inadequate support of market
network. Lack of knowledge about a suitable
market and not access to the transport are the
obstacles which women were faced to. Not
having the transport grant and unawareness
of the ways for entry to market and
marketing skills were proved in previous
researches (Bouzarjomehri & Masoumi,
2018). Therefore, it is recommended that
women should be supported for their product
marketing and dairy products.

The multiple regression analysis results
showed that the three variables of education
level, attending in training courses, and
saving possibility play a major role in
expressing the variance of rural women
empowerment. Education level allocates the
largest part in women's empowerment.
Education helps the Rural women increase
their control over various aspects of their
lives and causes women to make decisions
with a greater confidence. In most rural
areas, there are primary schools and the
female students drop out of school due to the
lack of the schools in higher education
classes. So that, continuing their education
in rural areas requires going to villages or

even other cities and towns and rural areas
culture prevents the female student’s
presence to some extent. Therefore, it is
recommended to provide the necessary
infrastructure in rural areas to continue the
education of female students at higher levels
of education. This research is confirmed by
Menon et al., (2020); Soharwardi et al.,
(2020); El-Sayed Mohamed El-Sayed et al.,
(2021).

Conclusion

As the present study showed, the average
ability of rural women in Kermanshah is
lower than the medium and none of them
have much skills. In order to improve the
empowerment of rural women, it is
suggested to strengthen the design and
implementation of rural women
empowerment projects and organizational
cohesion between the institutions involved
in the management of rural women
empowerment. In addition, it is emphasized
on the development of non-formal education
and microcredit provision.
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