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Abstract

The story of Ascension revolves around the ascension of the Holy Prophet from
Al-Agsa Mosque to heaven. In some of the pictures depicting the ascension, the Prophet
has positioned a ring towards Shiri Gharan, as if they intend to give it to him. The paint-
ers were encouraged to create the ring scene because authentic Islamic sources (Shia
and Sunni) did not mention Imam Ali’s presence in Ascension. No written background
or authentic hadiths are present in these pictures. This way of substituting signs in picto-
rial texts (ascension paintings), the rituals of donating a ring of power as a sign of com-
mitment can be handed down symbolically from one person to another. In this research,
which was conducted by descriptive-analytical and comparative methods, information
was collected in a library manner, firstly, the images of the Ascension, in which the
elements besides the image of the Prophet, and Baraq, the image of a lion and a ring
are also depicted and given to the ring refers to, collected and then religious texts that
directly and indirectly refer to these visual elements have been studied and analyzed.
It seems that the Iranian Shiites compensated for what happened at Ghadir Kham and
were ignored, describing the ascent, to declare the province of Ali as celestial.
Keywords: ring delivery, ascension, metaphorical sign, opposition of succession.
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