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Abstract

Context and Purpose: To measure and prioritize attractions, there are usually
different criteria such as economic, social, cultural, infrastructure, environmental,
institutional, legal, and geographical. With the help of these criteria, different
attractions can be compared with each other. The purpose of this study is to
prioritize financial investment in Mazandaran City with the approach of sustainable
tourism development.

Design/methodology/approach: This study is a descriptive-analytical research and
the data were collected based on field studies (questionnaire and observation). The
statistical population of the study was the cities of Mazandaran province. Based on
Cochran's formula, 384 people were selected as the sample size and the
questionnaire was distributed randomly in the study area. The validity and reliability
of the questionnaire items were confirmed by a number of university professors and
Cronbach's alpha (0.82), respectively. The data analysis method was performed using
descriptive statistics (mean and frequency distribution) and inferential statistics in
SPSS software. To prioritize investment in the cities of Mazandaran province with
the sustainable development approach, the Kruskal-Wallis test was used.

Findings: Results revealed that Amol City won first place and Sari City won second
place. This ranking can be used by tourists to choose tourist destinations. It can also
help planners, tourists, related management in this field, and tourism investors.
Conclusions: This ranking can help tourists to choose tourist destinations on the
one hand, and on the other hand, it can be useful for planners, tourists, related
management in this field, and tourism investors.

Originality/value: Knowing the investment priorities of financial investment in the
cities of Mazandaran province is an innovative aspect of the present research.
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1. Introduction

Iran is one of the top 5 countries in the
world in terms of tourist attractions and
antiquities. Considering the huge potential
in the field of environment, history, and
cultural heritage in the country, Iran is
trying to include tourism in the framework
of physical projects, including national,
regional, and local as one of the most
important parameters of its development
and elimination of deprivation and take
steps towards the development of tourism.
Despite the existence of these facilities
and the demand and services needed by
tourists, identifying and introducing
tourist places for planning in different
areas of development is very important.
Investment in each province is affected by
a set of macro and specific factors of the
province. Many repulsions or lack of
investment attractions exist at the macro
level, including insufficient security,
uncertainty and doubt, ambiguity,
instability and failure to comply with
investment laws and other laws and to
encourage investors, as well as
discouraging behavior with current
investors and lack of real support for them,
and even some narrow-minded behaviors.
Meanwhile, Mazandaran province, with its
historical and cultural attractions,
museums, handicrafts, special customs,
etc., can be considered one of the tourist
destinations, and planners and managers
of the province are also trying to use the
experiences of experts to make tourism a
top priority. For this purpose, by
considering the tourism capabilities of
Mazandaran province, this research will
prioritize the sample tourism areas of
Mazandaran province for development
and investment, prioritize tourism hubs,
and evaluate the strength of these hubs.

This ranking can help tourists to choose
tourism destinations on the one hand, and
assist  tourism  planners, related
management, and tourism investors on
the other hand. Therefore, this study tries
to answer this question: which areas have
better conditions for financial investment
in terms of tourism?

2. Research Methodology

This is an applied research that follows
the descriptive-analytical method based
on field studies (questionnaire and
observation). In order to achieve the
desired results and evaluate the
prioritization of tourism sample areas for
investment and sustainable development,
for the independent variable, four
dimensions (i.e. economic, social, physical,
and environmental) with 46 variables, and
for the dependent variable (sustainable
development), three indicators (economic,
social, and environmental) were prepared
and compiled with Likert scale (as
described in Table 1). To evaluate the
reliability of the data, Cronbach's alpha
test was used, which equals 0.82 for both
tourism indicators and sustainable
development. The statistical population of
the study was the cities of Mazandaran
province. According to Cochran's formula,
384 people were selected as the sample
size. To analyze the data, a one-sample t-
test and the Kruskal-Wallis test were used.
Mazandaran province is located between
35 degrees and 47 minutes to 36 degrees
and 35 minutes north latitude and 50
degrees and 34 minutes east longitude of
the Greenwich meridian. It is boarded
clockwise by Golestan, Semnan, Tehran,
Qazvin, and Gilan provinces. Mazandaran
province, with an area of 23756 square
kilometers, occupies 1.46 percent of the
total area of the country.
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3. Research Findings

A one-sample t-test was used to analyze
the data obtained from the questionnaire.
Analysis of data collected through
questionnaires and interviews with
tourists in the study area using numerical
mean analysis from the perspective of
respondents based on a single t-test
shows the high impact of investment in the
study area. Therefore, taking into account
the spectral amplitudes of the used
indicators, which fluctuate between 1 and
5based on the Likert spectrum, this rate is
higher than the desired conditions for all
dimensions except investment and
migration indicators. The Kruskal-Wallis
test was used to rank the sample tourism
areas using questionnaire data. The results
presented in Table 10 show that among the
sample tourism regions in terms of
investment and sustainable development,
Amol City is in first place (113.13), Sari City
is in second place (122.06), and Babol City
is in third place (112.58).

4. Conclusion

To measure and prioritize attractions,
there are usually various criteria, such as
economic, socio-cultural, infrastructure,
environmental, institutional, legal, and
geographical. With the help of these
criteria, attractions can be compared to
each other. The results obtained from the
analysis of the questionnaire data using
the one-sample t-test (with a numerical
utility of the test item equal to three as the
mean of the five Likert scale options) show
that the calculated numerical average
values for all the studied components
related to the prioritization of sample
tourism areas for investment and
sustainable development of tourists in the
studied area are higher than the desired

numerical desirability. In other words,
taking into account the spectral range of
the components, which fluctuates
between 1 and 5 based on the Likert
spectrum, the values of the difference
from the desired limit in all cases have a
negative direction and the significant
difference of the components is significant
at the level of 95%. In addition, the analysis
of the findings reveals the high impact of
investment in the study area. Therefore,
taking into account the spectral
amplitudes of the indicators used, which
fluctuate between 1 and 5 based on the
Likert spectrum, environmental pollution
indices with (6.52) and income generation
with (4.23) have the highest numerical
mean values. On the other hand,
investment indicators (1.24), participation
(2.21), and migration (1.12) are lower than
the desired condition. Thus, in the
continuation of the research, the Kruskal-
Wallis test was used to rank the sample
tourism areas; Amol City won first place
and Sari City won second place.
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