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Abstract

Objective: Lack of attention to the future in the micro and macro tourism policies of
the country and insisting on the model of "planning based on the current situation" has
led to the adoption of very fragile policies to manage sports tourism destinations.
Therefore, the purpose of this study is to analyze the future of sports tourism
destinations based on identifying the factors and drivers leading to possible scenarios
up to the time horizon of 2031, which has been done through a case study in Isfahan
province .

Methods: The research method of this study is a survey. Research data were collected
using three methods of an interview, a theoretical literature review, and weighted
questionnaires. The statistical population of the study included 14 experts in the field
of sports tourism who were selected by the purposive sampling method. Data analysis
was also performed using structural analysis and scenario analysis.

Results: Isfahan sports tourism system is an unstable system and, in the future, it will
depend on the immediate changes of variables with high uncertainty. Based on the
identification of four critical uncertainties and five predetermined factors, a total of 16
scenarios were created, including two unlikely scenarios, five inconsistent scenarios,
three low-probability scenarios, four medium-probability scenarios, and two high-
probability scenarios .

Conclusion: The lack of a unified and coherent policy with the ability of continuous
and dynamic updating at the national level has led to the vulnerability of sports tourism
destinations in Isfahan province. Therefore, the most important strategies and future
planning actions should be focused on policy-making at the provincial level.

*Corresponding Author: Hassan Bahrololoum

Address: Department of Sports Organizations
Management, Faculty of Physical Education,

Email: bahrololoum@shahroodut.ac.ir
Tel: 09196698227

Shahrood University of Technology, Shahrood, Iran

Marjan Amini, Hassan Bahrololoum, Reza Andam, Taha Rabbani. Futurism of Sports Tourism Destinations Based on

a Scenario Approach (Case Study: Isfahan Province)



mailto:aminim.std@gmail.com
mailto:bahrololoum@shahroodut.ac.ir
mailto:reza.andam@gmail.com-
mailto:taha.rabbani@ut.ac.ir
mailto:bahrololoum@shahroodut.ac.ir
https://www.orcid.org/0000-0002-8736-4098
https://www.orcid.org/0000-0001-5312-200x
https://www.orcid.org/0000-0002-4049-9737
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-5360-9379

Volume 11. Issue 42. Autumn 2022. Pages 185 to 210.

186

Journal of Tourism Planning and Development

Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Lack of attention to the future in micro
and macro tourism policies of the country
and insisting on the model of "planning
based on the existing situation" has caused
very fragile policies to be adopted for the
management  of  sports  tourism
destinations. On the other hand, the
uncertainty of the future and the
impossibility of predicting it definitively,
make solving the current problems and
challenges of any system the most
important concern of its managers and
take the place of prediction and foresight.
In fact, such a system always seeks to solve
the challenges of the current situation and
cannot predict future crises or possibly
prevent them from occurring. Therefore,
there is an urgent need for future-based
research to optimize planning systems.
Based on this, it can be said that sports
tourism destinations are bound to be
linked with studies and expertise in the
field of foresight and use the results of
these studies in order to achieve
sustainability = and  competitiveness.
Therefore, the purpose of this study is to
analyze the future of sports tourism
destinations based on the identification of
factors and drivers leading to probable and
possible scenarios up to the time horizon
of 2031, which was conducted through a
case study in Isfahan province.

2. Research Methodology

The research method of this study is
survey type. The data were collected using
three methods of an interview, a
theoretical literature review, and weighted
questionnaires. The statistical population
of the research included 14 experts in the
field of sports tourism who were selected

by the purposive sampling method. Data
were analyzed through structural analysis
and scenario analysis methods. The work
process was such that first, by reviewing
the theoretical literature on the subject,
factors affecting the development of
sports  tourism  destinations  were
identified and an initial list of drivers was
extracted. Then, this list was judged by
experts. The result of this stage was the
preparation of the final list of propellants,
which was distributed among experts in
the form of a cross-effects questionnaire.
In this method, the effect of the factors
listed in the rows on the factors located in
the columns is done in a numerical range
from zero to 3, where the number zero
indicates no effect and the number 3
indicates the greatest effect.
Simultaneously with this questionnaire,
another questionnaire was distributed to
evaluate the importance and certainty of
drivers in the range of 1to 10. Based on the
results of these two questionnaires,
drivers were screened and key drivers
were determined. These key drivers were
evaluated in the form of several scenarios
and the possible situations of each driver
were explained in two favourable and
unfavourable situations. Finally, strong,
consistent, and probable scenarios were
identified.

3. Research Findings

The sports tourism system of Isfahan
province is an unstable system about
which a lot of evidence was obtained. Most
of the variables were of the two-
dimensional type, which simultaneously
have influence and effectiveness. This
means that the desired system in the
future will depend on the instantaneous
changes of variables with  high
uncertainties, and this issue makes long-
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term planning difficult for it. Based on the
final score of the scenarios and the
probability of each occurrence, a total of
16 scenarios were extracted, which
included two improbable scenarios, five
incompatible scenarios, three scenarios
with a weak probability of occurrence,
four scenarios with a medium probability
of occurrence, and two scenarios with a
strong probability of occurrence. By
examining the assumptions of the 16
upcoming scenarios several times, it can
be said that the sixth scenario is the most
likely scenario for the 10-year future of
Isfahan province. Based on this scenario,
investment in sports tourism
infrastructure is stagnant or declining, and
there is no intelligent policy for the
development of sports tourism. However,
due to the growth of social and virtual
networks, the increase of women's activity
in the field of sports tourism, as well as the
control of epidemic diseases, there is a
high social demand from people for sports
tourism. The lack of flexible policies and
the simultaneous stagnation of investment
cause the pressure on the sports tourism
infrastructure in the province to increase,
and subsequently, lead to environmental
consequences such as water and soil
pollution and the reduction of water
resources in the province. In fact, the sixth
scenario, as a static and somewhat
unfavorable scenario, is a mirror of the
current situation of the province, which
will be continued in the future.

4. Conclusion

The final result of this study, which was
obtained from the analysis of all issues and
factors that play a role in the future of
sports tourism places in Isfahan province,
was that the lack of a single and coherent
policy with the ability to continuously and
dynamically update at the national level
leads to the vulnerability of sports tourism
destinations in the Isfahan province.
Therefore, the most important planning
strategies and measures in the future
should be centered around the policy axis
at the provincial level.
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