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Context and Purpose: The present study was conducted with the aim of evaluating
and zoning the potential of urban tourism in the central part of East Azerbaijan
Province (Tabriz).

Design/methodology/approach: By identifying and integrating fifteen social,
environmental, and physical variables (area density; distance from parking, road,
medical centers, green space, recreation centers, and river; slope; snowfall; sunny
days; wind speed; and density of population, household, educated, and uneducated)
were studied by clustering and self-organizing models to zone areas prone to urban
tourism.

Findings: The results of the present study showed that after studying and
recognizing social, environmental, and physical factors according to the used
algorithms, the highest percentage of potential urban tourism areas was related to
the very low potential class with a value of 27.44% and the highest percentage of
potential urban tourism area was observed in a very high potential category with a

Keywords: value of 31.002%.
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Conclusion: The preparation of urban tourism-prone areas can be a comprehensive
guide for tourists and tour operators, and a scientific document for managers in
order to make decisions and sustainable development.

Originality/value: Identifying and paying attention to the potential of the region for
urban tourism and investigating the economic, social, and cultural issues related to
the subject, and evaluating the potential of tourism by integrating the spatial
components are the innovations of this research.
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1. Introduction

Tourism is typically one of the most attractive
activities and the third largest economy in the
world. Tourism has social benefits for both
tourists and residents, and the movement of
tourists contributes to cultural exchange.
Zoning and spatial prioritization provide
scientific and logical support for managers and
help them to operate more effectively for the
sustainable use of these resources and to
properly select and manage suitable locations
for tourism development. Meanwhile, the
metropolis of Tabriz as the capital of Islamic
tourism and the diversity of historical, cultural,
health, and religious tourism spaces in the
tourism sector in the last two years due to the
epidemic of the Covid-19 virus has faced a
decrease in tourist arrivals. Therefore, due to
the destructive social, infrastructural, and
economic impact of the coronavirus in this
city, the re-creation and development of
tourism potential in order to compensate for
its damage after the epidemic is considered
necessary.

2. Research Methodology

Based on the objectives of the research, the
type of applied research is based on spatial
methods and field visits. This study intends to
identify appropriate and effective criteria for
tourism-prone zoning by identifying and
considering the natural potentials of the
region for urban tourism and examining
economic, social, and cultural issues related to
the subject, and evaluating the potential of
tourism. The main purpose is to identify and
prepare social, environmental, and physical
factors in accordance with the study area in
order to identify and zone areas prone to
urban tourism using clustering and self-
organizing algorithms.

3. Research Findings

Based on the results of self-organization and
clustering models, the central parts of Tabriz
metropolis are very prone to urban tourism.
This can be due to reducing the distance from
the parking lot, road, river, recreation centers,
green space, and medical centers; the low
slope of the study area; reducing snowfall;
increasing sunny days; reducing population
density; average education density; and the
reduction of uneducated people, which in the
end, cause the central part of Tabriz to have a
lot of tourism potential.

4. Conclusion

Planning for the sustainable development of
tourism and identification of the study area
should be in line with the plans and goals of
tourism authorities in this area. In general, it
can be said that the present study can be the
basis of a macro-scale evaluation. It is
suggested that more appropriate studies and
research be done in the field of feasibility study
of potential opportunities in the tourism
industry, in order to be a source of sustainable
income for the region by identifying more
tourism potentials.
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