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ABSTRACT

Rural development as a goal or development strategy is emphasized by policy and
planning systems in many countries. To achieve this goal, it is important to pay
attention to the content and procedural principles of planning (rural development)
based on theoretical-experimental literature and the attitude of experts at different
spatial levels, including the rural constellation. The present research has been done
with the aim of providing a conceptual framework for planning the development of
the rural constellation based on the viewpoints of experts. The research method is
qualitative and exploratory based on interpretive approach. Also, the approach of
content analysis (qualitative) has been used. The participants of the research were
university experts, executive and local authorities. The sample size was determined
based on theoretical saturation and the purposeful sampling method was used to
select the participants. Data collection was done using documentary and field
methods, form and semi-structured interview checklist. To analyze the data, the
open, axial and selective coding technique was used in the Atlas Tl software
environment. Based on the findings, protection of limited natural-ecological
resources, human-social capital, pseudo-endogenous rural economy, spatial justice,
spatial integration and good rural governance were content principles, and
integration, local community participation, spatiality, gradualism and simultaneity of
preparation and implementation are the principles of the process that have formed
the conceptual framework of planning the development of the rural system.
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