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Accepted:2021/06/20 : Today, one of the major manifestations of continued underdevelopment can be seen in

PP: 17-36 ¢ the continuity and even widening of the income and wealth gap between rich and poor

: countries in the world. In other words, in all countries, both advanced and backward,

there are areas Including villages that have less growth and development than other

areas, and the people of these areas have a lower level of welfare than others for reasons

Use your device to scanand beyond their c_onFroI. On the other hand, the experier_lces of all develo_pment_thgories
read the article online : show that achieving development at any level and with any goal requires principled,

: efficient planning and exact implementation. But the main question is what is the reason

¢ that some areas, including rural areas, which have important resources and advantages
: for growth and development, not only have not made any progress, but also remain as
: an underdeveloped area compared to the surrounding areas. The main purpose of this
¢ study is to summarize studies on barriers, challenges and underdevelopment traps or
: known as poverty traps in rural development using content analysis method. This
¢ research is among the documentary and library researches. The research method is
¢ descriptive-analytical and the research approach is quantitative-qualitative with

Keywords: : emphasis on qualitative .The statistical population of the study includes all published
Underdevelopment : articles related to the research subject, used in Iranian and foreign publications. Based
Trap, Rural Studies, : on the search in a valid database, 95 articles were selected and reviewed. The results of
Content Analysis : the research show that according to the content analysis of the studies, the

¢ underdevelopment trap in rural areas has been studied in 4 criteria (productivity trap,
: social vulnerability trap, institutional trap and environmental trap). The most indicators
¢ related to productivity trap, vulnerability trap, institutional trap and environmental trap
: are product price fluctuations, lack of capital and savings, weakness of institutions and
: lack of infrastructure and communication network compared to other indicators,
¢ respectively. Also, in general, social vulnerability traps and related indicators have
: received more attention than other underdeveloped traps in rural areas.
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Introduction

The goal of rural development is to achieve a dynamic balance in the direction of rural values and to
improve the lives of villagers. The European Union also views rural development as a tool to enhance
the economic, social, and living conditions of rural residents. However, rural development still faces
numerous issues, challenges, and problems. Based on physical, environmental, economic, and social
indicators, rural residents are living in unstable conditions that lead to messages such as regional and
urban-rural inequality, environmental degradation, and inequality in economic and social opportunities.
In fact, to a certain extent, these issues, problems, and challenges reinforce and communicate with each
other, and together, they can be classified as an income trap under the title of underdevelopment. If a
solution to this problem is not found, the situation can worsen.

Although many studies have been conducted on the main challenges, obstacles, and causes of
underdevelopment in rural areas, these studies have been carried out in the form of plans and have not
been presented. Therefore, the primary objective of this research is to collect studies related to obstacles,
challenges, underdevelopment, or poverty in rural development using the content analysis method.
This research aims to answer the following questions: Do domestic and foreign articles' descriptions of
the situation and thematic trends in investigating the "underdevelopment trap in rural areas" yield results
reflected in domestic and foreign publications? What are the primary underdevelopment traps in rural
areas, and which of these qualities have the highest quality?

Methodology

This research involves documentary and library research methods. The research method used is
descriptive-analytical, and the research approach is mixed with an emphasis on qualitative analysis.
This research is based on the content analysis method of published studies related to obstacles,
challenges, and the underdevelopment trap or rural poverty trap. In the first stage, the problem statement
structure was designed, and the data entry criteria were determined, including the type, language, year,
subject area, and main keywords of the studies.

Scientific studies published in reputable journals were selected based on the desired criteria, which
includes studies in the field of rural underdevelopment and the most significant contributing factors.
Acrticles exclusively addressing village underdevelopment without mentioning the underlying factors
were excluded. All published (domestic) articles relating to the topic of the research were searched
through keywords related to challenges, obstacles, underdevelopment, and the poverty trap in rural
areas. These articles were found in scientific-research journals, extension science, and conferences
indexed and accessible on the magazine website or in scientific databases such as the country's
publications database, Noor specialized journals database, academic Jihad scientific database, and the
comprehensive portal of humanities and civilica.

Results and Discussion

After reviewing the studies, it has been determined that the criteria for underdevelopment trap, rural
poverty trap, rural development, and rural development challenges have been developed in different
ways for rural areas. These indicators are included in domestic articles in four dimensions: socio-
cultural, economic, environmental, and political. Environmental ideas are also considered, and the
concept of "stable, weak rural" from Chambers' point of view is presented in five dimensions:
vulnerability, poverty, powerlessness, isolation, and physical weakness. Additionally, foreign articles
are based on various theories such as global sustainable development, poor spatial development,
integrated rural development, urban bias, endogenous development, and development indicators
(challenges and development factors).

The Economic Development Cooperation Organization and the Development Bank of Latin America
have identified four new development traps under the title of sustainable development for all countries,
both developed and underdeveloped: productivity trap, social vulnerability trap, institutional trap, and
environmental trap. Each of these criteria has indicators, and all the indicators from the articles are
presented based on these criteria. After reviewing and analyzing the categorical content, the initial codes
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were placed into four main categories: 1) productivity trap, 2) social vulnerability trap, 3) institutional
trap, and 4) environmental trap.

Conclusion

Rural settlements in various countries worldwide constitute a significant proportion of the population
and face challenges such as high migration, negative population growth, poverty, lack of services, and
natural crises. The underdevelopment trap and persistent or stable poverty are other issues that exist in
these regions. The framework of rural inequality differs from the conceptual basis of the spatial
development trap, and each country and government has different tendencies in pursuing their desired
level of development.

Development traps in rural areas include the productivity trap, vulnerability trap, institutional trap, and
environmental trap. Research analysis has revealed that each of these traps has a distinct impact on
villages and is interdependent. This text explains the factors that have led to the productivity and
vulnerability traps in rural areas, and proposes the lack of capital and savings as a key factor in the
occurrence of the vulnerability trap in such areas. The third development trap is the institutional trap,
which according to research, signifies people's dissatisfaction with institutions, organizations, and
governments. This dissatisfaction includes the lack of and poor quality of services, lack of delegation
and authority to the national government, lack of government support, lack of trust in the government,
and lack of attention to participation. Additionally, resource limitations, natural disasters, climate
changes, and lack of infrastructure and communication networks are some of the tele-environmental
indicators that exert pressure on the preservation and sustainable use of biodiversity in rural areas.
Studies have shown that productivity traps, social, institutional, and environmental vulnerability are the
most significant indicators of underdevelopment traps in rural areas. Furthermore, the social
vulnerability trap and its related indicators are considered more significant than other underdevelopment
traps in rural areas. The rural areas of Iran have geographical unity and are part of the development
structures that are dependent on the rural environment. Therefore, studying the underdevelopment area
and discovering the traps of underdevelopment in the villages of Iran is inevitable.
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