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Recognizing the function and pattern of urban network activity in regional areas to
identify potentials and assets correctly leads to effectively guiding spatial planning for
achieving creative competitiveness and spatial balance at the regional level. The
current research attempts to analyze the spatial pattern of activity accumulation and
distribution in the urban network of Khuzestan province using a practical and
developmental approach, along with a descriptive-analytical method. Activity and
employment statistics of 78 urban points in the province, based on data from the
Iranian Statistics Center and the regional survey plan of Khuzestan province, have
been cited.The results from spatial autocorrelation analysis and the z-score function, as
well as the Repilli k function, show that activities related to the agricultural sector
have a cluster distribution pattern in the urban network of the province. On the other
hand, the activities of the industry and service sectors in the province follow a
scattered pattern. Spatial analysis of the activities in the urban network of the province
indicates that due to the proximity of cities to each other and the close employment
statistics in each of the agricultural, industrial, and service sectors, the northern parts
of the province and the southern part (specifically the ports of Imam and Bandar
Mahshahr) show the most areas related to hot spots from an activity point of view.
Meanwhile, the service function in the urban network of the province, despite having
significant employees, exhibits the most cold spots and dispersion, especially in the
central areas of the province.
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