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ABSTRACT

Epenthetic [-n] ssone of hh four yypss of snrgular ntin nnuu r'ani  Arabic. The presen
study aims to provide a phonological explanation based on Markedness Theory for the
motivation of insertion, the reason of choosing as well as the role that this consonant
plays in the existing structures. For this purpose, all the cases in which epenthetic [-n]
Is used were extracted computationally. Next, the lexical and syntactic categories of
linguistic elements and the phonological context in which epenthesis occurs were
determined. Then, an explanation for this process was presented based on various
concepts such as sonority, syllable structure, perceptual clues etc. The findings show
epenthesis has been primarily motivated by the desire to eliminate onsetless syllables
and to resolve vowel hiatus. Due to this insertion the phenomenon of opacity occurs
which prevents the vowel from undergoing vowel harmony. Furthermore,
understanding the nasass’ xxcct place of artiuuaaion ss dfffiuult. By nmsertnrg hhis
consonant, due to the auditory salience and acoustic clues, the perceived clarity of the
place of articulation increases. Moreover, because there is an inverse relationship
between the degree of nasal consonant salience and the degree of perception of the
vowel nasality; the amount of prominence of the vowel that follows the nasal consonant
is reduced. As a result, a less marked structure is created. Therefore, the insertion of this
consonant is done with the aim of reducing markedness and is in line with the universal
tendency of languages in relation to using less marked structures.
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N — genitive noun Innnnnn BAY
PRON - 1st person singular
possessive
P — preposition miiil , ?nnni u.& UM

[CONJ — prefixed conjunction wa)]/

Wa-iTil 1 1Innin vy wa-lyytail

(il Sy

[VOC — prefixed vocative particle ya]
ACC — accusative particle
PRON - 1st person singular object

V — 1st person singular imperfect,
subjunctive mood
PRON - 1st person singular object

Prram S

2000iirt1

AT, | (o)D) il ¢ gyt e )]

wa-lliinni,  wa- | oliB o2l sl

fa-2™ irl, iiii I, | (il (3505 (s

[CONJ — prefixed conjunction wa]/ rrifi,
[REM - prefixed resumption particle] | ?kkkrrTi,

V — 2nd person masculine singular Pudzuuiii |,
imperative wa-axridsi ,

fa-2ittabifTi, Wa- | « 35 (JuEb 5l

PRON - 1st person singular object

uhdgurt , faSbnnni, il , ?zzzilni, | (=31 (o)l o 3

Calti, P urnd, 2idg | (55l B0y <Al

¢llTi, wa-ds o LdasT . st

11" markedness reduction
22 preservation of the marked (PoM)

9, phonological disorders
00 j-language
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wa-nadzdziti , Pawzifti,  wa-

iiii I1, ?kkfiln1aa, Orrni

[CONJ — prefixed conjunction wa]
V — 2nd person masculine singular
perfect

PRON - subject pronoun

PRON - 1st person singular object

11l ggtnni, Paywyytnni, Pamrrtii |,

tffff fyytnni,
Cll ImntiiT , ?axartani, ?ittabaSti |,

Pyt wa-

aa[-rtii , ?xxrrtnni

T R T R
IS ers IRCIEY
A

[FUT — prefixed future particle sa]
V — 2nd person masculine singular
imperfect

PRON - 1st person singular object

trr1 |, Satadziuuil , trr iynnni

1 e (Sl

[PRP — prefixed particle of purpose
Imnj[ [CONJ — prefixed conjunction
wa]

V — 2nd person masculine singular
imperfect, jussive mood

PRON - 1st person singular object

fa-a#asq alii, td00iirnni, wa-

tffff foni,

trr hmmi | tarani,

tas?lini,  tu?iii 01, trriiqm,

£ 111 bi

(5 (S (S
i ok

[PRP — prefixed particle of purpose

litgqtll 11, tarnni, tuSallimani,

‘,L);::J ‘,.‘ - ‘u{l)" . ’]’]

Imnj tattabigani, tadsdgrnni ey
V — 2nd person masculine singular

imperfect, subjunctive mood

PRON — 1st person singular object

V — 2nd person masculine dual da?nni oles

imperative
PRON - subject pronoun
PRON — 1st person singular object

[REM — prefixed resumption particle]/

[RSLT — prefixed result particle]/

[CONJ — prefixed conjunction wa/fa]

V — 2nd person masculine plural
imperative

PRON - subject pronoun

PRON - 1st person singular object

Piiii T, ?ittiii T, nabbi?nni,

fa-?kkkrriii ,  wa-
PittabiCaii
fa-?ittabiSta |, ?{ftnni, fa-?rrsilnni,

fa-kiiiii |

?i?tnni, fa-iiiiiii , ?irdziiii , wa-

tt19nni,
wa-?ixfawni,  wa-

X[,

fa-ittqqiii |, fa-

wa-fff iii |

iraaiiii
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wa-?itiii , fa-?aSTuoim,  ?i?tnni,

?rrnni
fa-?ismatiii , 2uSnnnnnn_Orrnni,
PittabiSaii , ?idST | fa-?iStaziliii

[CONJ — prefixed conjunction wa]
[REM — prefixed resumption particle]
[PRO — prohibition particle]

V — 2nd person masculine plural
imperfect, jussive mood

PRON - subject pronoun

PRON — 1st person singular object

wa-aaiiiii _inni, wa-aatkkfrriii |

Wa-aatzzziii , ta?tii , tarrnnnni,

tll mmit . falatffaaannni,

tastadzdglnni
wa-aakkll limiii

‘99;;%0} ‘Qs;lég‘j's
b Gt sl
(oygpeaisll ghsh

V — 2nd person masculine plural

tu?tiii , tufnnninnni, tafdddiii ,

o - v 8 508
B e R L mse
499.}.?(\.\.\) 499.}.4.9.} 499.13.’

o~
55

imperfect, subjunctive mood tardzmmii (9>
PRON - subject pronoun

PRON — 1st person singular object

[INTG — prefixed interrogative alif] Il aftmmm |, ?afrkktmmii |, u}«_{,wl d”..ab
V — 2nd person masculine plural ?2abafrr tmmi @ww‘

perfect
PRON - subject pronoun
PRON - 1st person singular object

[INTG — prefixed interrogative alif]/
[EMPH — mntttt ip prefix Imnj/ [
CIRC — prefixed circumstantial
particle]

V — 2nd person masculine plural
imperfect

PRON - subject pronoun

PRON - 1st person singular object

Patudzddilnnnni, lata?taaaati,

?tt mmnnnniii |, ta?mrromn

tadStnnni, tu?T 1 , tzzidim

(HPP (P9« Jgyel

INTG — prefixed interrogative alif
V — 2nd person masculine plural
passive imperfect

PRON - subject pronoun

PRON - 1st person singular object

2t hhhdsdsn n

el

[CIRC i prefixed circumstantial
particle]/ [CONJ . prefixed
conjunction wa]

V — 3rd person masculine singular
perfect

PRON - 1st person singular object

haaani, ?ittabaSani,

balayaniya, massaniya, wa-?tt1i

fa-lnneex
wa-rzzaaat , Ctllmmait ,
Paxradzaii, ?ittabaSaii, tabiST ,

?ss'vvy makkim |, ?ttnniya, wa-

w3 ikt Ty
N R
(FB o Sleyly sy
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dgallnnl, Wa-Tmmm ,  dsa?ail, | «ye )T i SIal (515 ]
Il qqiii , ?atnniya, ?rraiiii ya, W PRNFY
nabba?aniya, ?ahlakaniya,
?akramani, ?hhaaani, ?. 33a1 uu
[EMPH — mntttt ip prefix Imn}/ [UUT | ysss rrrnnf, yas™ imiit , “_;)z,J (_Shouans ‘u;)im
— prefixed future particle sa]/ [CONJ — | layai ziiin , yrrifin , aayii i, TR SRR v ‘_s.,);
prefixed conjunction wa] YIOL i, ytt‘Simimn , yaffiii, Wa- | piusy il d«\m
V — 3rd person masculine singular yssTi ii , ymmtiil , yyyyiii , yartini, wb u,,oo W
imperfect Yy il uuil 8
PRON - 1st person singular object
V — 3rd person masculine singular yilii T ,yamaafii , yaSs IInd, | ( 30 (fuid ks
imperfect, jussive mood yuridnic oo );

PRON - 1st person singular object

[PRP — prefixed particle of purpose
Imn]

V — 3rd person masculine singular
imperfect, subjunctive mood
PRON - 1st person singular object

yartiyin , yahdiyani, yu?tiyani,

Livlll wwaii , yvdddiviii , yudgirnni

) % ik st

G

V — 3rd person masculine plural
imperfect

PRON - subject pronoun

PRON — 1st person singular object

yttt 1l aaa1l, yadSunnmni,
yaSnnnnnnnn

(PR (9l o gl

[PRP — prefixed particle of purpose

6(_£9JU ‘99",'}'1: cs')s)..a.n?t_;

Imn] yt t ¢imiii , liyaSnnnnnn ya?tnni 092*123 ‘993.2154 ‘u?ﬁ-”
V — 3rd person masculine plural

imperfect, subjunctive mood

PRON - subject pronoun

PRON - 1st person singular object

[CONJ — prefixed conjunction wa], wa-azyiiii iiii , yastadzdliii wl;uw u,.\p.u 17

[NEG — negative particle]

V — 3rd person masculine plural
imperfect, jussive mood

PRON - subject pronoun

PRON - 1st person singular object

V — 3rd person masculine plural
perfect

PRON - subject pronoun

PRON - 1st person singular object

?ist™¢ Caftin |, kaaannni, Sa* 1
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REM - prefixed resumption particle
V — 3rd person masculine plural
passive perfect

PRON - subject pronoun

PRON - 1st person singular object
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I1) perfect verb

PRON - subject pronoun

PRON — 1st person singular object

V 1 2nd person feminine plural perfect Imnftim erl

verb
PRON - subject pronoun
PRON — 1st person singular object

[CONJ — prefixed conjunction wa/ fa]/
[NEG — negative particle]

V — 3rd person feminine singular
imperfect, jussive mood

PRON - 1st person singular object
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V — 3rd person feminine singular
imperfect, subjunctive mood
PRON - 1st person singular object
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PRON - 1st person singular object
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V — 3rd person feminine singular
imperfect

PRON - 1st person singular object
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[INTG — prefixed interrogative alif]
V — 3rd person feminine dual
imperfect verb

PRON - subject pronoun

PRON — 1st person singular object
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