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1. Introduction

The research aimed to investigate the impact of using blended
environments on the progress of students learning Persian as a Foreign
Language, in terms of vocabulary and grammar. This research aimed
to address the following questions:

1) Does the blended learning environment have a significant effect on
the grammatical knowledge of PFL students?

2) Does the blended learning environment have a significant effect on
the vocabulary learning of PFL students?

3) What are the perceptions of PFL students regarding blended
learning?

The research hypotheses are as follows:

1) The blended learning environment has no significant effect on the
grammatical knowledge of PFL students.
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2) The blended learning environment has no significant effect on the
vocabulary learning of PFL students.

2. Literature Review

Slavin (1995: 2) defines cooperative learning as a type of
instructional method where students help each other in learning
academic and scientific content. Jacobs et al. (2011) consider
cooperative learning as an issue in education where instructors
determine social, effective, and academic goals of learning through
the use of cooperative learning.

In a study conducted by Shaheen (2008), the effectiveness of
blended teaching on progress and academic activities was
demonstrated. The results showed that blended learning is effective in
expanding knowledge. Furthermore, the results indicated that students
had a positive attitude towards blended learning.

3. Methodology

The participants of this study were 60 intermediate foreign
language learners (both males and females) who were studying
Persian at Iranian institutions such as Saadi Foundation, Dehkhoda
Institute. They were randomly divided into two groups of thirty. The
sampling was non-random, thus making the study quasi-experimental.

Initially, the two groups were given a placement test to ensure their
language similar proficiency levels. Then, a pre-test of grammar and
vocabulary was administered to determine any significant difference
between their knowledge of grammar and vocabulary before the main
test.

In the first group of blended language learners, participants were
given a guide to Rosetta Stone software. They attended one session
per week. Generally, one session was devoted to familiarizing the
learners with the Rosetta Stone software, and for the remaining 9
sessions, learners were asked to work with the software, particularly
focusing on the grammar and vocabulary sections, at home.
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Regarding the second group, learners only had one session, similar
to the first group, to become familiar with the software. No further
sessions were conducted for this group.

4. Results

To ensure that the two groups do not differ significantly in terms of
language proficiency, a proficiency test of Persian was administered
to both groups, and an independent samples t-test was conducted on
the scores. The means of the experimental and control groups were
21.07 and 21.57 respectively. The results of the independent T-test
showed that there was not any significant difference between the two
groups in the pretest (sig. > 0.05).

To determine whether there are significant differences between the
distance learning group and the blended learning group in terms of
dependent variables, the between-subjects effects test (Table 1) was
used.

Table 1: Between-subjects effects test.

Since this study consists of two dependent variables, the alpha level
was divided by 2. Therefore, the alpha level was set at 0.025. It was
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established that there is a significant difference between the grammar and
vocabulary scores of distance learning and blended learning students. It
was concluded that the blended learning environment has a significant
impact on language learners' grammar and vocabulary learning.

The third research question of this study sought to examine language
learners' perceptions on blended learning. For this purpose, the
attitude questionnaire developed by O’Malley & McCraw (1999) was
used. The questionnaire consisted of 18 items. Based on the
questionnaire, it was found that learners generally have a positive
attitude towards this approach rather than a negative one.

5. Conclusion

The findings of this study demonstrate that the blended learning
environment has a significant effect on the development of learners'
grammatical and lexical knowledge. Furthermore, the results of the
third research question, which is related to learners' perspectives on
blended learning, showed that participants in the blended learning
group had a positive attitude towards this learning method.

Keywords: Blended Learning, PFL learners, Persian Grammar,
Persian Vocabulary
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