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1. Introduction

Words are the most important elements in a language. Wilkins
states, while without grammar very little can be conveyed, without
vocabulary, nothing can be conveyed (1972: 111-112). Vocabulary
affords learners of the language access to all forms of oral and written
communication of the word. Nation (2001) has determined the
construction of vocabulary knowledge in a broader perspective by
combining form (pronunciation, spelling, and the word parts),
meaning (structure or meaning of words, ideas, a combination of
words), and use (syntax, collocation, constraints in use). This paper
attempted to study the vocabulary tasks of Persian writing textbooks
used at primary schools (4", 5" and 6" grades) based on Nation’s
(2001; 2013) lexical knowledge taxonomy.

Since Richards (1976) described several aspects of word
knowledge in his influential paper (the role of vocabulary teaching),
many more applied linguists have discussed what is involved in
knowing a word (Nation, 2001; Jiménez Catalan, 2002 and ...).
Richards (1976) listed word frequency, syntactic behavior, form and
its derivations, association, limitations on use, semantic value, and
conceptual meaning as types of word knowledge. Nation (2001)
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defined the nine aspects of vocabulary knowledge as follows: 1.
Knowledge of the spoken form of a word 2. Knowledge of the written
form of a word 3. Knowledge of the parts in a word, which have
meaning 4. Knowledge of the link between a particular form and a
meaning 5. Knowledge of the concepts a word may possess and the
items it can refer to 6. Knowledge of the vocabulary that is associated
with a word 7. Knowledge of a word's grammatical functions 8.
Knowledge of a word's collocations 9. Knowledge of a word's register
and frequency. Nation further broke down each aspect into receptive
and productive knowledge. Receptive knowledge most often refers to
the recognition of vocabulary when reading or listening while
productive knowledge refers to the use of words in speech and writing.
In order to master a word, a person must gain both receptive and
productive knowledge of all nine aspects.

Table 1. Nation’s (2013: 49) word knowledge taxonomy

| Receptive Productive |
Spoken What does the word How is the word
P sound like? pronounced?
s Written What does _the word HOW is the word
Dof look like? written and spelled?
e What parts are What word parts are
Word Parts recognizable in this  needed to express the
word? meaning?
What meaning does =~ What word form can
Form and . .
. this word form be used to express this
meaning . .
% signal? meaning?
> Concepts and What is included in What items can the
5 Referents the concept? concept refer to?
= What other words What other words
Associations does this make us could we use instead

think of? of this one?
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Table 1. Nation’s (2013: 49) word knowledge taxonomy

Receptive Productive
Grammatical In what patterns does = In what patterns must
Functions the word occur? we use this word?
What words or types = What words or types
Collocations of words occur with | of words must we use
this one? with this one?

USE

Where, when, and
how often would we
expect to meet this
word?

Where, when and how
often can we use this
word?

Constraints on use

3. Methodology

The research method of this paper is descriptive-analytic. At first,
the vocabulary tasks of Persian writing textbooks were accounted and
they were classified according to Nation’s (2001-2013) lexical
knowledge taxonomy. The data has been also analyzed by using SPSS.

4. Results

Table 2. The frequency and percentage of the word aspects in the textbooks.
Fourth

(<b)

[@)]

word aspects 21 5 |S| 8§ |3S| & 3

o o o o o o o

o > = > @ > o

Y- (a1 Y- o Y- o

Spoken 1 106 1 153 O 0 0.86

Form Written 53 56.38 24 3692 21 3181 41.70

Word parts 4 425 7 1076 7 10.60 8.53

Formand " o5 g 1230 6 909 854
meaning
Meanin concepts

g and 7 744 7 1076 13 19.69 12.63
referents

associations 8 8.51 6 9.23 7 10.60 9.44
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Table 2. The frequency and percentage of the word aspects in the textbooks.
Fourth fifth

[<B)
> ) > (5] > <5} =2
grade S g g § g B EE
word aspects S 5 3| § S 5 o
o o o o o O bt}
o > @ > @ > o
(= o Y— o Y— o
rammatical
g . 16 | 17.02 12 18.46 11 16.66 17.38
functions

Use Collocations 0 0 0 0 1 151 0.50

Constraints 1 106 0 0 0 0 0.35
on use

Total 94 100 65 100 66 100 100

Note. As it is observed in Table 2 the frequency of the word tasks of Persian
writing textbooks were accounted and they were classified according to the
taxonomy. Results show that the writing form is the most aspect and the
collocation is the fewest one.

Figure 1. Distribution of textbook task frequency according to word
knowledge taxonomy

Note. The majority of vocabulary tasks in the writing textbooks have been
allocated to the writing form aspect. So, the following pattern can be
considered for the task’s frequency in the three textbooks. Form > Meaning
> use
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Table 3. The frequency and percentage of receptive and productive tasks in
the textbooks.
Fourth Fifth sixth

Percentage
frequency
frequency
percentage
frequency
percentage

>
(8]
(=
5]
>
o
(D)
-
Y—

receptive 82 87.23 46 70.76 44 66.66 74.88
productive 12 12.76 19 29.23 22 33.33 25.10
total 94 100 65 100 66 100 100
Note. 74.88 percentage of the textbook tasks belong to receptive tasks but
productive tasks only include 25.10 percentage of all tasks in the textbooks.

5. Discussion

Results from the codification of explicit vocabulary tasks showed
that the majority of vocabulary tasks in the writing textbooks have
been allocated to the writing form aspect but the frequency of other
aspects of vocabulary knowledge such as collocation is very low. In
addition, allocating the most percent of explicit vocabulary tasks to
receptive tasks in comparison to productive tasks shows that
vocabulary task designing is unbalanced in the textbooks. However,
these books have been designed to teach the writing skill which is a
productive skill. The results of analytical statistics indicate that there
is not a significant difference between different aspects of vocabulary
knowledge in the textbooks, but the difference between the two kinds
of vocabulary tasks in these books is significant.

6. Conclusion

It is proposed that the vocabulary tasks of the textbooks should be
corpus-based. In addition, different aspects of vocabulary knowledge
should be realized in different kinds of textbooks’ vocab. lary tasks to
be exposed repeatedly by the students. Because repetition is an
important factor in learning vocabulary. Doing so would benefit
learners both in that they would gain a more complete knowledge of
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items and a more secure knowledge of those items due to the
inevitable repetition. The findings of this study can be useful both to
textbook designers and teachers. These results led to the call for
textbook designers and teachers to take a more comprehensive view
of vocabulary knowledge.

Keywords: Persian lexicon, English NP, errors, phonological
activation, word association model
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