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The present study introduces and examines the characteristics of
different types of Left Dislocation constructions in Persian language.
Left Dislocation (LD) is a construction in which an element instead
of being in its original position of sentence is located at the
beginning of the clause and a resumptive element takes its canonical
place. This study, which is based on the criteria introduced by
Cinqué (1990) and Westbury (2016) to identify and determine the
types of LD, shows that the Persian language has two types of such
construction: Hanging Topic Left Dislocation (HTLD) and Clitic
Left Dislocation (CLLD). In order to prove the existence of these
two types of LD in Persian language, this research studies the
structural differences of these two constructions from two aspects:
syntactic connectivity and distributional constraints governing them.
This study shows that in Persian there are more distributional
constraints on HTDL than CLLD. On the other hand, there is less
syntactic connectivity between the initial element and the
continuation of the clause in HTLD compared with CLLD.
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6) a. Many boys would like to kiss Sarah Bernstein.
b. Sarah Bernstein many boys would like to kiss.
c. Sarah Bernstein, many boys would like to kiss her. (Rodman, 1974: 31)
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7) John, Mary doesn’t like him.
8) John, Mary doesn’t like that little bastard. (Cinque, 1990: 100)
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9) [A sus amigos]i, Pedro losi invite a cenar
ACC his friends Pedro CL-ACC invited-3sg to dine
As for his friends, Pedro invited them to dine (Westbury, 2016: 24)
10) Die man, die ken ik niet
That man, that-one know I not
That man, 1 don’t know (Vat, 1981: 70)

Lol sla S s (0) 5 (@) Gliicar g5 55 (ol e 6 pl s e dls
G b3l 48 (5o Bl Olpe et gl Ol oty s Soslite 55 ab gy e iy b 3BT aie (500
3 oSl Sliicar e Juake Jlicar 53 0 g e eals U ke &) g0 3 (3Ll
3 il Gl Sl (o (A1 ) Gl S LS Sl
Cola e lieys (G520l Al (olzman 4 bg e glacunsdons 4 LB Sl
Gl slisar 53 el 3 a8 50 OF 51 0L ( placus i i 4 faiie Jliic s
Sloosls ol ks e ool o Joaiie Sl 53 3BT Sl e S 5 el
sl e cmal SUs 0L s el 5 it Sliicar 5l pladsed e @0 11)
ol Ll S bl il (o i 4 el Gliicer cotle cule (D) e
0315 sty (55 swmnl s (T 05 SOl cd J 50 di G s dhoz ol 3T 35l
Colom S 525 plir a4 Jatie Sl o & das o 0L @) Ao 03535 52w ¢ Joliays .ol
35 (g S

11)a. [l Maria]i htes gnorisa tonandra pu tin; pandreftike
the Mary-NOM yesterday met  the man that her married
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"As for Mary, | met yesterday the man that married her"

b. *[Tin Maria]i  htes gnorisa tonandra pu tin; pandreftike

the Mary-ACC yesterday met the man that her married (Westbury,
2016: 25)
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