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! Corpus of Contempory American English (COCA) is available online at
https://www.english-corpora.org/cocal. It contains more than one billion words of

text (25+ million words each year 1990-2019) from eight genres: spoken, fiction,
popular magazines, newspapers, academic texts, and (with the update in March
2020): TV and Movies subtitles, blogs, and other web pages.
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% Beowulf, an Old English epic poem
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! X=Comparee, Y=Predicate, D= Degree marker, M=Marker of Standard,
Z=Standard
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! Telugu, Japanese, Eskimo, Gujarati, Aramic, Worora, Swahili, and Ewe.
2Yurok, Malagasy, Kui, Coptic, and Eastern Cheremis.

3 particle

4 case inflection
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® consecutive events

" temporal schema
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53. Susan isthe tallest of her family.
54. Saraisthe most intelligent of al the girls.

Sl shls Lol ¢ o5 31 oSSl 0L «(Stassen, 1985) ubiul (svans slos

Bl L;J.;faj_ﬁ aaulg @ .sﬂfda o g (MOSt) 5 (MOre) sl ) 4w lie Ol ol p et 5 ol

fs e p g gin &5 50, sl (-than Construction) w s 55, Cotlu &K clsl ol
S a5 5 Sl e 45,8 o JSE 0Ll 3 e Taslles

55. Sarais more talented than any other player on the team.

56. Thisisthe most interesting song | have ever heard.

57. John isthe most intelligent of all his brothers.
58. Heisthe most likely of any of her studentsto succed.

S05Le Al 3a iy 2 —than CONSITUCHION) s 3 5 oo o y> (00) & a5 3 45 6 S 0len

Lz the MOSt) Jali aS” slacalu 53 S5 clijls (650 3500 junl adllus duslie il
Sle) sheas U s ol dls Oloj Joli JolS a5 0T 51 g 815,05 3 2 5 Sl s
5 5 Il Ao 5 3 5 g0 o 3 1kl L (o go ) 53 235 L1874 (e
05,5 &S OT Sl oy S (s 0358 0 5753 Sl Sl o S 4 5 3,05 (S50
Lge 5 oiliul Klis Syamo ol 559 8 4 ©OM L 5N «Of) Jols glasLoICs ~
13 (6580 S 5a 95 A 55l
6% lacstle clipls oYU Sl 3 )8 5 il 5 4 oLl 5550 lacstla , 053!
Al B L e 48 1 3 gy oSS0 3 Tl o Ol 6l 55
L (#) dsdz 3 caslsl 53.05,8 o IS S S 68 laeyl g b sl (Heine, 1997)
Sl o1l d(0len) asla (53l 3l b Cota 516K a sl r shal s 5 Las el 1)
e s3lgring s St Olge 5 ol oo 5 L3S 51 0L ol e Tasdln g lie

ez o 0L ol slaesls b g 95k g) 03 1) (Oles)
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Event Schemas Examples

The Action He surpasses all of them in cleverness.

Schema
The Location | rate her above most other players of her age.

Schema

The Source He isthe best candidate selected from among 6 boys and
Schema 5 girls.

The Goal Sheismorally superior to the rest of us.

Schema

The Polarity Sara has the highest authority over her studentsin our
Schema department, while Jack has no authority at all.

The Sequence All the students lost their chances of becoming the top
Schema student in high school. Jack did’ nt
Lose his chance. Then, he was selected as the best
student.
The Similarity No oneinour classisas good at English as Tony.
Schema
The Topic Asregards David, Robert and Bob, Robert is the tallest.

Schema

e (oalgriy lae,ly> b aan 3y i o odalis (B) Jsds 534S S5 Olaa

(OLaa) asla o S 5 15 oS jlie ueTaddls G lie b (6,108 50, 55 (HeiNg, 1997)
it 3 45 558 Olea ol (28 T oy 0L cpl 5 Sl al e odge 3l a5 &
(sl S glite Laoyl g b gl 3 SAST| 55 oS 0L 5 s i€ (6 5 Ol
s g ST slve )l g b men 5 OLSG 5 e Oouls Juld SIS (slaeyl b im
e g Calis glaoyl g b aS” s 5 e yls (6 5NL Slgl b clae s bl 4 Cod

151y S5 Ol o S 55 N byl b s ls s il Slsl

(ol O 0 saeTarlo Auglin (S978- (S 51 le (SIS 305 .1 .0
£33 31 e (31 0L 4z B (StasSEN, 1985) (il wlion; gizeins slis
S0LS el 03 A odalie ubiy idu 534S S Olan (s el sl glyls slaol
i pl 53 5 0 4 8 0 g e Tadlle aulis 0L 6l SSUE lae,l b s bosle
Glaadse m GaTaille daslie ol 553l slaad 3o (6 50 3500 S9-S0

slacslo s o llewh 5zl J§3Li_$» 3yt Jisl:.._;n (el ) oS gmdodns Lao)
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59. John is the tallest of all those children.

-Of dl those children, John is the tallest.
-Thetall-est of all those children is John.

60. Saraisthe most beautiful girl in our class.
-The most beautiful girl in our classis Sara.
-In our class, the most beautiful girl is Sara.
-In our class, Saraisthe most beautiful girl.

61. Dehli isthe most crowded city | have ever seen.
-The most crowded city | have ever seen is Dehli.

62. Mary is more talented than any other player on the team.
-More talented than any other player on the team is Mary.

"_Than any other player on the team, Mary is more talented.

“_Any other player on the team, Mary is more talented than

sl C‘f‘ o9l j.uflﬁ. «(Stassen, 1985) Sebiol gdnaus bl s canlsl s

oS O3 30 meTabllo Awlic Slacslo £1gi1 1918 385 ¥ Jeue

Superlative Type Forms Number of
Examples
Particle STM -than constructions
(more, most, least) 93
Locational above (locational STM)
of (locational STM) 21
Exceed Surpass, exceed, defeat, win over, beat a
29
Conjoined
2
Others Black will take no other hue.
(Idiomatic Head and shoulder above all
expressions & Above all 4
Proverbs)
Mixed
(Schema blends) 3
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2l S 5 bl Sl sl @ boaber (5 53 0l 1 S g0 el K00S0 L
D B ged ASle 035 o 43 8 0 g0 cauliun 3l 5a 5 (SUPENTION dile lits S 315 olic |
63. She was chosen for the job because she was the superior candidate.
Sl 13l 6 S et e Ta s Al O syl 51, Ks S
) Sk sed dSle (il il 15/ (Do

64. Natashais head and shoulders above the other dancersin her age group.
65. Black will take no other hue.
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