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Abstract

The present study seeks to examine the discursive construction of privileged future (PF) and its legitimisation
strategies through adopting a discourse analytical approach. In so doing, we employed the “Alternative Futures in
Political Discourses” as the analytical framework. The data for the present study comes from the inauguration speech
of Sayyid Ibrahim Rai’si, delivered on August 6, 2021. Analyses indicated that the privileged future is depicted in
terms of four main axioms, including axiological principles and doctrines, socio-cultural concerns, economic and
financial statuses, and international politics. Lexico-grammatically concerned, the PF is conceptualised through
progressive aspect and different lexico-grammatical devices as the epistemological perpetuation of the conceptually-
extended present time. Moreover, the realisation of the PF is construed as civil demands of Iranian society. This is
mainly carried out by construing the ‘demand’ via the main verb khastan [to want] and positioning the nominal item
mardom [people] in the subject position. Findings also suggest that despite construing the present time at the
epistemological bedrock of the PF, the present is features with inaction and inertia with regard to materialisation of
the future-oriented civil demands. To prompt an ideological opposition between the present and future, this discourse
substitutes the involvement of the new government with civil demands with the present-time inaction. In this
discourse, the legitimisation for the PF policies and measures is solicited through construing the intellectual and
ideological continuation of the present in the future, representation of the legitimisation repertoire (civil society) as
demanding the materialisation of the PF, and construing a transition from inaction to involvement with civil demands.
Key words: Privileged future; Alternative futures; Inauguration speech; Policy making; Political discourses; Sayyid
Ibrahim Rai’si

Introduction

Inauguration speech is one of the substantial processes in the peaceful and democratic transition of power which is
ensued by a legal and democratic election. This political event not only bears incommensurable significance in the
global community and within the domestic structures with regard to legal aspects of the presidential position (Helal,
2021), but also insofar as it is concerned with the participation of international representatives from across the world, it
stabilises the legal and political position of the newly-elect president. In such discourses, politicians and policy-makers
generally recruit influential rhetorical strategies so that they can inexplicitly impose certain ideological frameworks and
obligations on subjects. This is mainly manufactured in order to control the individual and social terrains of subjects’
lives and redirect their interpretations and perceptions of the status quo (Bernier, 1992; Graham, 2001). Such being the
case, in this study, we shall be concerned with examining how privileged future (PF) is constructed and negotiated in
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the inauguration speech of Sayyid Ibrahim Rai’si. In this connection, we shall examine how and through what
ideological content and themes the inauguration speech preconfigures the PF and what lexico-grammatical toolkit
contributes to conveying its ideological repertoire. Moreover, we shall investigate how the content of the PF is
legitimised in this discourse.

Methods and Materials

In this research, we shall employ the “Alternative Futures in Political Discourses” (Cap, 2020) to examine the
ideological content of the PF and lexico-grammatical as well as pragma-rhetorical devices employed to convey the
ideological content. The data for the preset study comes from the inauguration speech of the 13" president of Iran,
Sayyid Ibrahim Rai’si, at the Islamic Council on August 6, 2021. We opted for certain excerpts in the speech that
contained and conveyed the future-oriented policies and programmes of the 13" government.

Discussion and Conclusion

In this study, we examined the ideological content and themes in the inauguration speech of Iranian 13" president,
Sayyid Ibrahim Rai’si, that convey and conceptualise the PF. In this discourse, the status quo of social, political, and
economic conditions is construed as a historical rupture triggered by the 1979 Islamic Revolution. The defining features
of this historical break can be summarised in terms of all-embracing development of the destiny and statuses of Iranian
people, overcoming tyranny, and winning independence. These three themes are placed at the heart of the pre-
configuration of the future space in the inauguration speech. So stated, the future-building programmes and policies are
comprised of universal axiological principles and doctrines, social and cultural concerns of Iranian society, the
realisation of the ideals and values of the Islamic Revolution, the betterment of economic-financial situation, and the
interactive international politics. However, despite the ideological compatibilities of the future oriented policies and
programmes with the ideological and epistemological hallmarks of the present time as well as the utmost intellectual
and epistemological coherence, when concerned with the materialisation of the PF, there appears another rupture
between the status quo and the preconfigured future space. To put the same thing differently, despite the coherency and
continuity of content and ideological repertoires from the present time to the future, these programs and policies have
not yet been realised so far and they still remain in the form of civil demands.
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