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Comparison of the Structure of the Anecdotes of Majnat al-Nawadir Banbani
and Baharestan Jami with Emphasis on their Sources
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Abstract

In Persian literature, there are many works with the titles of " Majma 'al -Qasas”, "
Majma ‘al-Nawadir "and so on. Valuable and influential works that, along with
popularity and acceptance, have played a significant role in the formation and
consolidation of stories and storytelling in Persian literature. Among the anecdotes
of these books, there are less anecdotes created by the author himself, perhaps most
of the authors took the anecdotes from previous sources or the works of his
contemporaries and translated them according to the desired theme with artistic
ability and in accordance with the common style of his time.

Majma "al-Nawadir is a collection of anecdotes, narrations and parables written by
Faizullah ibn Zayn al-Abidin ibn Hussam Banbani, known as Sadr Jahan (d. 907
AH) during the reign of Mahmud Shah Bigara (863-917 AH). In this work, Banbani
has used his contemporary or previous sources. One of these sources is Baharestan
Jami (with 28 common anecdotes and narrations). The main source of these
anecdotes in Arabic and Persian texts was also found in the previous studies of
these two authors. Such as books of nathr aldur fi almuhazarati, Tazkerat al-
Hamduniyah, muhazarat al'udaba’. Persian sources have a smaller share of this
frequency. Despite the commonalities of these two works, Banbani did not pay
attention to brevity and Jami to simplification. There are many differences in the
expression of the concept of anecdotes.

Keywords: Majma ‘al-Nawadir, Banbani, Jami, Baharestan, Rooting, Arabic
texts.

! Ph.D. Student of Department of Persian Language and Literature, Varamin-Pishva Branch, Islamic
zad University, Varamin, Tehran, Iran. Ircofkaraj.javadi@gmail.com o
Assistant Professor, Department of Persian Language and_Literature, Varamin-Pishva Branch,
Islamic Azad University, Varamin, Tehran, Iran. (Corresponding author) Alirezaghojezade@yahoo

com.
3 .Assistant Professor, Department of Persian Language and Literature, Central Tehran Branch, Islamic
Azad University, Tehran, Iran. soleymani9500@gmail.com

O


https://doi.org/10.30495/dk.2022.1961570.2535
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

