Language Sudies, Institute for Humanities and Cultural Studies (IHCS)
Biannual Journal, Vol. 14, No. 1, Spring and Summer 2023, 283-305
Doi: 10.30465/1s.2023.44046.2103
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Abstract

In the present research, the concept of alienable possession in Persian language is
investigated within the Natural Semantic Metalanguage (NSM) framework. In this
theory, the only semantic prime related to the concept of possession is ‘(IS) MINE’,
which is claimed to be the basis of all linguistic expressions related to the concept of
possession. The purpose of the research is to test the correctness of this claim in Persian
language by examining linguistic expressions related to alienable possession. The
results of the research show that the possessive expressions with the structure ‘mal-e X
(Paest)’ (such as ‘mal-e kaesi/foma/Reza ?asst’) are all derived from the semantic prime
‘mal-e mam (?eest)’ and the phrasal possessive construction ‘X-e Y’ (such as ‘ketab-e
Maen[id') can be described based on this prime. Also, after examining the possessive
verbs ‘dadaa’, ‘daftan’ and ‘dozdiden’ which are related to aienable possession, it
was found that these verbs can be described using the semantic prime ‘mal-e man
(Peest)’ too. Therefore, this semantic prime plays a key role in expressing the concept of
alienable possession in Persian.

Keywords: possession, alienable possession, possessive construction, Natural Semantic
Metalanguage, semantic prime.
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1 Substantives I, YOU, SOMEONE, SOMETHING~THING, PEOPLE,
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2 Relationd substantives KIND, PART~HAVE PARTS

3 Determiners THIS, THE SAME, OTHER~ELSE

4 Quentifiers ONE, TWO, MUCH~M€&ITII, LITTLE~FEW, SOME,

5 Evauators GOOD, BAD

6 Descriptors BIG, SMALL

7 Mental predicates THINK, KNOW, WANTHERQ‘ T WANT, FEEL, SEE,

8 Speech SAY, WORDS, TRUE

9 Actions, events, movement DO, HAPPEN, MOVE

10 Location, existence, specification BE (SOM EWHEF‘%J Eﬁ_ﬁﬁlé) BE (SOMEONE/

11 Possession (1S) MINE

12 Lifeand desth LIVE, DIE

13 Time WHEN~TIME, NOW, BEFORE, AFTER, A LONG
TIME, A SHORT TIME, FOR SOME TIME, MOMENT

14 Place WHERE~PLACE, HERE, ABOVE, BELOW, FAR,

NEAR, SIDE, INSIDE, TOUCH
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sun
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people can often see this something in the sky
when this something isin the sky

people can see other things because of this
when this something isin the sky

people often feel something because of this
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