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Abstract

Therole of party leadersin socio-political dynamicsis one of the most important issues
for researchersin political and social sciences. The historical course of developmentsin
Iran shows that the role of elitesin Iranian political culture has often been accompanied
by a tendency to be personality-oriented and excessive attention to the individual
abilities and capabilities of political figures, as well as disregard for the rules and
structural requirements governing party activities. Among these, the similarities and
differences around the concept of Axia personality in Iranian political partiesin the two
periods before and after the Islamic Revolution are important. This article, while
examining the causes and factors affecting the prevalence of Tendency to personality
phenomenon in Iranian parties, tries to answer the question: what are the components of
Tendency to personality in Iranian political parties before and after the Islamic
Revolution? The present study has investigated the role of influential factors such asthe
structure of the political system, party structure, party ideology, mass media and the
pattern of relations with foreigners in the pre-revolutionary and post-revolutionary
periods with a comparative qualitative analysis method. The findings show that the
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components related to each of these factors are different in the political parties of these
two periods and Tendency to personality in them has substantial differences.

Keywords: Central figure, elites, political parties, political culture, IsSlamic Revolution,
Pahlavi regime.
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