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Introduction

The subject of this research is the explanation of the current situation of Hejab in
Iran; which requires considering the problematic situations of hijab/Bi-hijabi in other
turning points of contemporary Iran.

Considering that historical data shows that Iranian women have had a covering
policy that fits their religion and culture (Parsai et al., 1967; Motahari, Bita: 19-21;
Bazargan, 2018: 167; Makarem Shirazi, 2019); While the current situation of Iran is
problematic from this point of view, the hijab/bi-hijabi situation in several other
periods of time can also be considered a problem. When we refer to historical
documents, it seems that we have witnessed a change in the clothing patterns of some
Iranian women since the time of Naser al-Din Shah Qajar (see Talebov, 1977: 104;
Taj al-Sultaneh, 1983: 102-90; Ostadmalek, 1989; Ain al-Sultaneh, 1995: Volume 6:
4797; and Wills, 2009) and this problematic situation has changed its nature several
times depending on the prevailing political/social formations.

It seems to be the starting point of these changes, dates back to the Naseri era (of
course, after Naser al-Din Shah's travels to Europe); where it is said that non-native
clothing patterns penetrated in the minds of court women to some extent (Wills,
2009: 357-357). Although these changes first occurred in the private space of court
(Zaka, 1957: 39-38), but historical evidence shows that the women of middle class
also became familiar with these clothing styles; And the mentioned patterns were
somehow transferred to them as well (Shil, 1989: 73; Shkoufeh Newspaper, 1914
AH; Abrahamian, 1998: 113). The problematic aspect of this situation is that a part
of Iranian women, as a country with a long cultural and religious history, accepted
non-lranian clothing patterns during that period; A review of the newspapers of that
time (constitutional era) shows that Iranian women's imitation of western dress
patterns was frequently criticized (for example, refer to: Shokoofeh newspaper, 1953
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A.H., year 2, number 23, page 2).
Despite the formation of that mental background for women, we witnessed some of
them resisting Reza Shah's order to Unveiling (remove the hijab) (see: Vahad, 1984;
Ostadmalek, 1989; Jafari et al., 1992; Jafarian, 2000; Kar, 2001: 24; Sadeghi , 2012;
Zaeri, 2013). So, in this period of time, we are witnessing the problematization of the
hijab situation. That is, if we assume that the Qajar era (meaning the end of the
Naseri era) is the beginning of familiarization of Iranian women with western
clothing patterns (and of course European culture); And the mentioned patterns are
peneterated among them; How is it that Reza Shah's unveiling (order to remove the
hijab), which seemed to be compatible with this trend, was not voluntarily agreed to
by some of the women of that time? On the other hand, why after the imposition of
special covering patterns of the first Pahlavi period; and the internalization of those
patterns among a part of Iranian women in the mohammadreza Pahlavi periods; This
time and at the time of the mandatory hijab decree after the Islamic revolution, did
we see some Iranian women accepting the Islamic hijab (Kar, 2010: 51)? And in the
end, how is it that today and in the ruling Islamic discourse that considers hijab as the
foundation, with the disregard of some women towards the style of clothing that is
compatible with the dominant social formation (Rafipour, 2016; Sabetinejad, 2017;
Nargesi, 2017; Center Majlis Researches, 2010: 8; Vaezi, 2012; Majlis Research
Center, 2013: 1; Abdi, 2016) are we facing?

With the premise that "Human is a historical being and his behavior must be
explained in a historical process"”, we posed the main question of the present research
with a historical nature as follows:

® The existence of a degree of bi-hejabi among a part of current Iranian women, how
and in the form of what mechanisms can be explained?

Methodology

The approach of this research is qualitative and historical (within-case). This type of
analysis examines the features, structures and processes that exist only in "one"
specific case (Taleban, 2011: 229). The effort in case analysis is to find and
formulate a causal system that explains the subject under study. In terms of technical
requirements, the result of work in this type of analysis can be placed in the form of
three strategies: "pattern matching”, "process tracing” and "causal narrative"
(Taleban, 2013, 150).

One of the most important characteristics of this strategy is the possibility of
maximum removal of false causes; which itself can provide the platform for the
achievement of a coherent and convincing causal narrative of why the event under
study occurred. In other words, the result of the work in case analysis is such that the
compatibility of the studied reality with the theory increases the degree of belief; and
inconsistency also weakens its foundations.

In terms of Validity, the basis of this research is to move within the framework of the
theory used; and tracking the mechanisms mentioned in it; In addition, the data were
collected from reliable sources and had the characteristic of frequency. Viewing unit
of this article, library References (travelogue, newspapers, documents, books and
articles); and the unit of analysis has been the communication networks of women in
the studied periods.

Abdollah Valinejad.et.al., A Politic-Historical Explanation of Contemporary Iranian...




Research Letter of Political Science

Winter 2023, Volume XVII1, Number 1, pp.253-288

Result, Discussion and Conclusion

In the methodology section, we mentioned that the final result in historical-inside
case analysis is a narrative in which the answer to the problem under analysis is told
in its format and in the form of a story. In this story, various incidents and events are
connected to each other in the light of theory.

By tracing the relevant historical documents from the end of Naser al-Din Shah's
reign until today, we could answer the problem of this paper with an Elias analysis.
Elias considers civilization to be the result of regulating the emotional relationships
of people with the developing structure of society. This study also finally ended with
such a result.

In short, what we found in this study is that the actual results at the end of the first
and second Pahlavi periods; and so far, the Islamic Republic, which presents all three
problems, cannot be clearly and only a dialectical result of the policies imposed by
the governments of the time. This means that attributing the current bi-hejabi only to
the policies implemented by the government cannot be a reflection of the whole
reality; which basically may not be able to explain even a small part of it.

In our opinion, it is possible that the current bi-hejabi was a historical result from
the time of Naseri until today, which has been going on With Elias's mechanism.
Of course, an important point to note is that becoming civilized from Elias' point
of view does not have a linear logic; however, the tracking of this process
regarding the changes in the type of clothing of Iranian women (desire to not
veil) showed something else. In response, it should be said that the formation and
continuation of the communication network of the bi-hejabi was in connection
with the western clothing patterns that flowed; and this means that the members
of this communication network have always tried to be close to the western
covering model. In other words, although civilization in the West has not had a
linear logic; But it seems that it is more correct to look at the mechanism of the
change in the covering patterns of a part of contemporary Iranian women
(bihejabi) with a linear logic. In this regard, it seems that in the era of
globalization of culture, where the direction of the operation of the mechanisms
of Elias is going on in the direction of settling the western models, the changes
that have already started will continue in the same context.

In the end, if we want to compare the final result of the current research with the
previous research in this field, we will only refer to the way we look at hijab/bi-
hijab situations. Of course, our claim is not that we have reached the truth, but
we are of the opinion that (at least in this field) having a historical view of
human behavior is more reliable than other approaches. If surveys and polls
point to variables such as the level of religiosity, the media, and things like that
and introduce them as the factors involved in today's bihejabi, they have not said
anything wrong. Also, the formation of the desired subject of the political system
is not wrong if it is said that women's bodies have become the object of power
intervention in some periods of contemporary Iranian history. The research that
has put the individual as the basis and has categorized the attitudes of veiled
women with a research formulation and finally analyzed the logic of the
appearance of veiling in that direction can also be a kind of teller of a part of the
truth. Despite all this, it seems to be more correct to explain the change in human
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behavior with the historical approach, whose main characteristic is the
elimination of false causes as much as possible.
Keywords: Hejad, Bi-hejabi, Women, State, Historical Sociology
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