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Introduction

Undoubtedly, the component of cultural power, the most fundamental component of
the power of the system that emerged from the Islamic Revolution. The religious
leaders of the revolution started an all-out effort to establish values and norms based
on religious culture. More than any other group, this effort targeted the women's
society and the new system tried to show its difference from the previous system by
changing the patterns, norms and order governing this field. Among the areas of
women's activities that underwent fundamental changes, we can mention the changes
in their presence in the modern fields of production and distribution of cultural
products, especially cinema and music. Although the position of women in these two
fields, due to the role that the political system had defined for them in promoting the
Islamic model, at the beginning found a valuable and revolutionary direction, but
gradually and under the influence of internal and global changes, they witnessed
significant changes and different from the will of the government in We are the
situation of women, and the display of these changes can be seen in the field of
cinema and music as a reflection of the face of the society

Theoretical Framework

Sociology of art, as a subgroup of the sociology of knowledge, is involved with
the construction and social function of art, the relationship between society and
art, and the regulations governing them. According to this point of view, the
emergence of different artistic styles is not due to the internal evolution and
development of art but the result of changes in the social conditions and
structure, which borrow their elements from the artist (Alexander, 2018: 2).

Victoria Alexander proposes two different approaches in the sociology of art,
i.e., the approach of formation and the approach of reflection. According to the
approach of formation, art affects society (Alexander, 2014: 84). However,
according to the approach of reflection, the artistic works reflect the existing
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conditions of the society at the time of creating the artistic work, and indeed the
artistic works, like a mirror, reflect the society. Therefore, according to the
approach of reflection, the study of artistic works- here the film industry and
music-helps to understand the artist’s concerns and views, the society, the
society’s values, the dominant culture, and the interactions among the people,
due to the deep relationship with the social background compared to other fields
of art (Alexander, 2003: 22).

Political and social backgrounds and their effect on the status of women in
the film industry

The film industry, as a reflection of the society, from the very beginning of the
establishment of the Islamic Republic of Iran, has attracted the attention of the
leaders of the revolution, as a means to consolidate and stabilize the positions of the
new regime and the establishment of Islamic culture. The effort to dominate the
Islamic culture in the society along with developments such as the revolution and war
in the first decade of the Revolution caused fundamental changes in the social status
of women. The emphasis on the ideals of the Revolution, the outbreak of the war
between Iran and Iraq, and the effort to introduce the Islamic lifestyle and the model
of the Islamic woman led to a significant decrease in the presence of women in the
field of the film industry in the first decade of the Revolution.

The end of the war, the need to reconstruct the country's economy, preparing the
grounds required to attract foreign investment, and immigration, the making the
education public (the establishment of Azad and Payam-e-Noor and non-profit
Universities), and the media (press, publications, television, the internet, etc.)
required a serious and dramatic change and transformation in domestic and
foreign policies as well as a change in the status of women in the society. During
this period, women could develop their capabilities and social demands and
obtain better experiences of working in the film industry due to changes
gradually happening in society, and they could use the film industry as a means
to make awareness and reflect on the social changes and developments. The
process of social and political changes developed more easily in a period known
as reforms resulting from the opening of civil society space and emphasis on
human and democratic values. In this period, women became the main theme of
many movies so a new film industry style as "women's the film industry”; that is,
the movies with the main theme of women. In this period, modern women have
played roles such as a nurse, journalists, professors, students, and managers, and
were involved with acts such as driving, writing, working with computers, and
photography, and those who have learned the English language, who have been
more involved with educational and political issues rather than housekeeping and
having children.

The growing process of women’s presence in the film industry and the evolution of this
field faced barriers due to the return of fundamentalists to power and the emphasis on
cultural engineering. Although during this period and under the influence of new
cultural policies the presence of women in the field of film industry production
decreased, the social changes desecrated the values such as warriors, war, clergy, and
Islamic laws. This resulted from the acceleration of social changes and developments
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over the effort to return to the traditional values of the Revolution.

This process of influencing social changes and developments in society and its
reflection continued during Rouhani's period of residency as well. A specific feature of
the film industry during this period was paying attention to women’s issues in the
context of violence in the economic and political conditions of society. In general, in
this decade attention to family problems was minimized, and was not focused on a
specific issue but on the issues in all cultural political, and social areas. The reflection
of these issues was accompanied by overt and serious violence, and the movies made
during this period tried to involve the audience with the violence they experienced in
society. Therefore, even though the official discourse of the government from the very
beginning tried to show a woman who was indifferent to consumer culture to become a
Muslim fighter to realize the culture of the Revolution and Islamic values, and focus on
the family, women with the help of knowledge gained from education and new
facilities such as developments in the field of communication and technology that
provide them with the lived experience of women in other parts of the world could
challenge gender stereotypes against women and their status and show a completely
different image of the reality of their presence in the society.

Frequency of women'’s presence in the field of the film industry after

the Islamic Revolution
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Political and social backgrounds and their effects on women’s status in the
field of music

From the very beginning of the Revolution, music was not allowed by the ruling
government due to the negative view of the religious revolutionaries and the
jurisprudential beliefs on music prohibition. This ultimately led to the removal of the
pre-Revolution music genre including pop, and jazz with western instruments and
composition methods, the prohibition of showing the instruments in the national
media, the removal of songs with romantic themes, and most importantly, the
complete removal of women from the official singing arena.

The prohibition of women’s singing, the restrictions posed on women’s musicians to
perform on the stage, and the illegality of women’s dancing led female singers and
dancers to follow a different way. Such restrictions were gradually lifted with the
beginning of the construction period and the need to accept women in the public. It
was partly influenced by Ayatollah Khomeini’s fatwa in this field, which allowed
activities in the field of music. The legalization of music provided opportunities for
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women, and they could participate in group hymns, sing in choirs and music groups,
and participate in music and composition training classes. Increased social demands,
literacy, public awareness, and the formation of a new middle class created new
needs among the young generation after the war, which not only caused serious
changes in music but also made the grounds for women’s activities in this field.
Under the influence of these events, female artists could develop during this period.
This gradual development continued during the reforms period. The establishment of
the music house, the performance of omen’s concerts for women, the establishment
of the Yas festival for women, and the allocation of a part of the Fajr music festival to
the performance of women were some influential activities in the field of music and
music for women in this period. Also, in this period, female singers were allowed to
perform for women in specific performance spaces.

The measures started in the field of music and particularly in women's music from
the construction period and reached relative stability during the reforms period
changed in the fundamentalism period. The changes faced contradictory reactions
from the government, which were the result of different reactions to social changes
and developments. In this period, it was expected some kind of policy consistency in
the field of cultural issues would be predicted on the agenda, but the policies in the
field of cultural issues adopted in this period, contrary to what was expected, and
missed the required consistency and uniformity. A reason for such inconsistency was
the expansion of the Internet and communication networks in the cultural space of
society, which forced the political system and the policies governing the art and the
film industry to retreat from their positions. Due to the expansion of the Internet and
music sites, the Department of Poetry and Music of the Ministry of Culture and
Islamic Guidance had to reduce the restrictions and speed up the licensing process for
music albums. The growth of Persian-speaking satellite networks and channels
outside Iran provided the grounds for women to expand their activities in the field of
music. Another example of contradictory policies in the field of women's music is
women's solo singing, which is prohibited according to Islamic laws, and women
have not been allowed to sing solo for many years. However, this policy was
challenged during Rouhani’s moderate government. Along with the increased
presence of women in the field of music performance on the stage, the criticisms of
radical and conservative currents on women’s solos and singing and in general their
artistic works also increased. Generally speaking, the efforts and activities of women,
as 50% of the population of the society, in the field of music and challenging
jurisprudential interpretations and rules on this issue indicated deep social changes
and developments to present a different presence from the past. These efforts, despite
several restrictions, have provided the grounds for women to use facilities in this
field.

Conclusion

Artistic works in any society provide a set of information about the social conditions,
which need to be understood to find the characteristics of the society. Using the
approach of reflection and accepting the theoretical hypothesis that artistic works
reflect the existing conditions of the time when they were created, the present study
concluded that the type of women's presence in the fields of music and film industry

Mehri Marabi et.al, Political and Social Developments after the Islamic Revolution and...




Research Letter of Political Science

Winter 2023, Volume XVII1, Number 1, pp.207-252

during four decades after the revolution reflects their status in the social arena,
representing serious changes and developments in women's roles and attitudes during
these four decades. Presenting the process of these changes on a graph, one side
presents the complete removal of women from the field of music, and their small and
marginal presence in the field of the film industry, and the other side presents their
strong presence in the field of film industry and music despite all restrictions and
barriers.

Keywords: Women, Change and Development, Sociology of Art, Cinema, Music,
Reflection, Islamic Revolution
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