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Introduction

Usually, in the research related to Iran's constitutional revolution, two discourses,
traditional and modern, are considered by researchers. Traditional discourse is considered
as the supporter of the status quo, while modern discourse is in opposition to the status
quo. Thus, other discourses are not examined. The purpose of this article is to distinguish
and identify a discourse called the third way among two modern and traditional
discourses, which has received less attention. For this purpose, using the Fairclough's
critical discourse analysis. Data was collected from primary and secondary sources and
Sources have been reviewed by critical analysis method. The article investigates the
discourse of the third way among the works of Davoud Feirahi. The discourse of the third
way was a discourse that defined itself against the traditional and modern discourse and at
the same time negated the West and tradition, and proved modernity and religion. The
main question is "How does the third way discourse resist the traditional discourse?" The
possible answer to the question is as follows: the third way discourse in the constitutional
era, based on its social contexts, and its discourse position, resists against the ideology
and power of traditional discourse, presents itself independently of the traditional and
modern discourse.

There are two types of relationship between constitutional intellectual and political
currents with modernity. A group defends tradition and tyranny and the continuation of
the status quo (traditional discourse) and another group opposes tradition and tyranny and
criticizes the status quo (modern discourse). The first group is considered to be the bearers
of the royal and religious tradition, and the second group is called progressive and
intellectual. In the meantime, although there are references to the differences in the
spectrums of the defenders and opponents of the status quo, but so far, no specific
criterion has been presented to distinguish them. This article tries to introduce a third
discourse based on the analysis of Fairclough's critical discourse, and among the works of
Davoud Feirahi.

The meaning of the traditional discourse is the discourse that justified the Qajar
monarchy. Modern discourse, following modern political systems and knowledge,

* Corresponding Author:

Ahmad Khaleghi Damghani, Ph.D. A4
E-mail: dr.khaleghi@ut.ac.ir



https://orcid.org/0009-0002-8192-7205
https://orcid.org/0009-0008-7681-4584
https://doi.org/10.22034/ipsa.2023.483
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

Research Letter of Political Science

Winter 2023, Volume XVII1, Number 1, pp.89-138

considered political modernization as requiring a break from religion. And the discourse
of the third way defined itself in front of the traditional and modern discourse and at the
same time negated the West and tradition, and proved modernity and religion. In the rest
of the article, the Literature review and the theoretical framework are explained, and the
traditional discourse is extensively investigated, and by defining the meaning of this
research in the third way, its resistance and struggle against the hegemony and ideology of
the traditional discourse is depicted. In the main part of the article, the method of
resistance of Akhund Khorasani and Seyyed Mohammad Tabatabai against the forces of
tyranny and beares of traditional discourse is specifically analyzed.

The main question is "How does the third way discourse resist the traditional discourse?"
The possible answer to the question is as follows:Third way discourse in the constitutional
era, based on its social context and discourse position, resists against the power and
ideology of traditional discourse and presents itself independently from traditional and
modern discourse.

To achieve this goal, the Literature review is considered first. Then, the theoretical
framework of the research is presented in the form of Farclough's critical discourse
analysis. In the next stage, the power and ideology of the traditional discourse is
introduced and subsequently, the resistance of the third way discourse against the
traditional discourse is depicted. This importance is realized by examining the text,
Discourse Practice, and Social Practice of two of the most important bearers and agents of
the Third Way discourse, Seyyed Mohammad Tabatabai and Akhund Khorasani.

Methodology

In this article, Fairclough's "Critical Discourse Analysis" is used as a theoretical
framework. Fairclough defines discourse as follows: "I see discourses as ways of
representing aspects of the world -the processes, relations and structures of the material
world, the “mental world' of thoughts, feelings, beliefs and so forth, and the social world.
Particular aspects of the world may be represented differently, so we are generally in the
position of having to consider the relationship between different discourses"(Fairclough,
2003: 124).

Here, paying attention to power is very important. In every discourse, power uses
language to achieve its goals and turns it into "background knowledge™ with the help of
ideology. And with this, the means of domination and hegemony are provided to exercise
power. With the use of power, inequalities are created and to overcome inequalities,
resistance is needed.

Critical discourse analysis tries to reveal the role of power and ideology in the
"Naturalization" of many issues justifying the status quo, by showing these unequal
relations in texts, Discourse Practice, and social Practice discourse of the third way
resistance.

This work is done at three levels: description, interpretation, and explanation. At the level
of description, the emphasis will be on the linguistic description of the text based on the
teachings of linguistics. The work of the interpretation stage is to establish a connection
between the text and the context and social structures (Fairclough, 1379: 243) and
explanation is also a stage after the interpretation stage that expresses the relationship
between social events and social context. In the sense that it tries to explain how the
processes of production and interpretation are influenced by society (Aghagolzadeh,
1386: 42).

Discussion and Conclusion

In the pre-constitutional era, the ideology of the traditional discourse was accepted in the
society and based on that, the hegemony of this discourse was also established, and the
ruling apparatus succeeded in exerting power and domination over the people and rival
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discourses. The traditional discourse was able to make people accept a concept of the
world that belonged to the ruling class and the bearers of the traditional discourse.

But the existence of this hegemony caused the seeds of resistance to grow and the
meaning of hegemony to be challenged and a tool for resistance to be provided to modern
and the third way discourses.

In this article, the resistance of the discourse of the third way against the traditional
discourse is presented, focusing on two important figures of this discourse, Seyyed
Mohammad Tabatabai and Akhund Khorasani.

The attempt of the present article was to answer the question, "How does the discourse of
the third way resist against the traditional discourse?" To reach the answer, Fairclough's
critical discourse analysis was used as a theoretical framework. This analysis is a criticism
that goes beyond the mere description of the text, and in understanding a discourse, it is
not limited only to the text and language of that discourse, regardless of its context and
social context.

Therefore, in this article, in order to understand how the third way resists against the
power of traditional discourse and its naturalized and dominant ideology, in addition to
the text of speech and writing of the bearers of the third way, attention was also paid to
the context of the text and the situation, and the discourse practice and The social practice
of two important representatives of this discourse was depicted.

Finally, it was found that the traditional discourse centered on the king, by some religious
scholars and Pro-monarchy thinkers, and using power and ideology, made things appear
natural and justified the existing situation and justified inequalities.This work was done
by using the capacity of Shia religion and propositions of Pro-monarchy thought in
ancient Iran, and in this way, is developed an ideology in defense of Qajar tyranny.
Against it, the discourse of the third way started its resistance. This resistance was
analyzed with the focus of two important figures of this discourse, Seyyed Mohammad
Tabatabai and Akhund Khorasani, based on Fairclough's model, on three levels of
description, interpretation and explanation.

From a Marja“ and a mujtahid, one cannot expect a special political action similar to the
political action of the bearers of the modern discourse against the traditional discourse. An
important point in the resistance of the third way discourse is its use of the Fatwa
mechanism as a discourse and social practice in the direction of fighting against the
discourse that considers itself the guardian and main owner of tradition, religion, and
Fatwa.

According to the Historical facts, the Fatwas of the three Marja“ and the political action of
Tabatabai and Behbahani in Tehran played a significant role in the establishment of the
constitution. The fight against tyranny in the form of a discourse other than the traditional
discourse, but with interpretations of it, along with the understanding of modernity
through familiarity with the representation that the modern discourse gave of itself,
caused the discourse of the third way to become a different resistance from the modern
discourse, and help the victory of the constitutional revolution.

The experience of the third way discourse showed that to overcome the existing problems,
the two-way strategy is a more appropriate option than the one-way strategies. It seems
that the modernization of society and government cannot be achieved only by rejecting
the tradition and applying the experience of modernity, but the reading of modernity in
the context of the tradition, by modeling the experience of Discourse the third way which
can pave the way to religious modernity. And in this way, to protect the society and the
government from the conflicts and consequences of the conflict between tradition and
modernity.

Some differences and similarities of three modern discourses, traditional discourse, and
the third way in the field of ontology, epistemology, anthropology, and aims:
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1. Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA)
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1. Background Knowledge
2. Naturalization
3. Resistance
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1. Linguistic Analysis

2. Intertextuality Analysis
3. Discourse Practice

4. Social Practice
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1. Description, Interpretation, and Explanation
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