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Abstract

In the Qajar period, unlike in the past, the formation of a new educational system coincided with
the creation of special educational spaces and places. The present study aims to analyze the genealogy
of the morphology of the new educational space and the power that make a special function through
architecture, organization, and arrangement of educational elements. For this purpose and inspired by
Foucault's genealogy, after analyzing the contexts and degree of homogeneous of those schools, and
analyzing historical reports and archival documents, it was concluded that a new understanding of the
order and discipline of affairs and the uniformity of the elements manifested in the will of the
uniformed army and the powerful government, willingly or unwillingly, became the most important
feature of the new educational spaces that were being formed. The technology of disciplinary power
by fencing, networking, functionalizing spaces, and using rows, tried to put the mind and bodies of the
subjects under the same supervision to prepare them for the new order that was emerging. Later, the

*Corresponding author

2476-3306 © University of Isfahan
This is an open access article under the CC BY-NC-ND/4.0/ License (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/).
d 10.22108/JHR.2023.135668.2449



https://jhr.ui.ac.ir/?lang=en
https://portal.issn.org/resource/ISSN/2476-3306
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
https://jhr.ui.ac.ir/article_27549.html
https://jhr.ui.ac.ir/article_27549.html

Journal of Historical Researches, Vol 15, Issue 2, No. 58, Summer 2023

subjects by playing their role became a tool to advance plans and achieve goals that were
unimaginable for both statesmen and the society.

Keywords: Cultural Policy, Schools in the Educational System, Fencing, Dividing into Grids, Qajar.

Introduction

Reforming the educational system as the most important part of culture from the point of view of
Qajar and Pahlavi reformers can provide an opportunity to learn about new achievements, sciences,
and techniques and create social subjects in line with the discourse of power. This action started before
constitutionalism and was organized during the constitutional period and was followed on a wider
level during Reza Shah's time to provide equal and continuous monitoring and care for students and
teachers. How to do this is an issue that has not been investigated much in the historical studies and
research of the educational system. To fill the gap, this study investigates the genealogy of the
homogenization of modern educational spaces in Iran during the Qajar Era.

Materials and Methods
In the present study, with a historical approach inspired by Foucaultian genealogy, analysis of
historical reports and archival documents (during the Qajar period) has been done.

Research Findings

In Foucault's genealogy, spaces and places or emplacement are constructed by discourses of power.
According to this, if in the past a mosque, a library, a room of a house, a corner of a market, and an old
shop used to be a classroom for a few hours, the "fencing technique™ was used to create spaces that
were "special to the school"”. The use of Mustofi and the attendance and absence registration of school
students also indicated the use of fencing in the school, which did not exist in the historical past. We
see a new form of confinement for certain hours in a disciplinary sense.

Historical data and reports on the number of students in modern schools indicate the beginning of
the accumulation of elements of the educational system in uniform and larger educational spaces and
the dismantling of the former heterogeneous and numerous educational spaces. This work was not
possible without using the principles of applied networks. By using the policy of distinguishing and
separating elements and arranging similar elements next to each other and preventing the interference
of dissimilar elements with different methods (including dividing and periodizing the educational
process, dividing each course and section into one year and one semester during the years of education
(semester), orientation in the higher levels of the educational system, division of courses into general
and specialized), the implementation of daily and weekly curriculum and the use of expert professors
for each course were implemented.

Discussion of Results and Conclusions

The use of the rowing technique in modern schools led to the greatest monitoring and control over
the subject's mind, body, and time. The classification and determination of the daily, weekly, and half-
yearly educational program and the entire educational period of the students of each field from the
beginning of the entry to the end of the training provide the implementation of this technique. The use
of ‘exams’ as a disciplinary technique, the determination of a several-year deadline for education and
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graduation, and obtaining a ‘certificate’ were among the mechanisms of using the rowing technique in
modern education. The arrangement of students, how to enter and exit, sitting in classes and even
exam sessions became a function of the rowing technique. The effectiveness of the rowing technique
in fencing made it the most common technique in the integration of classrooms and modern schools in
the country.
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Image7. An example of the new schools of Qajar era (EImieh School)
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Image8. Exam session in one of the schools
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