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Abstract

Problem: Sweden is considered as a small state in terms of its domain, surface
area and extension, population, territorial extent and the grandeur of its
military power; Sweden and other Nordic countries are states that do not rank
as big states in terms of hard power components. However, a look at the role
and influence of these governments at the international level has shown their
great influence.

Question: The question that arises here is how, despite Sweden's small
measure, this country has a great moral influence in the domestic, regional and
international dimensions.

Hypothesis: The hypothesis of this research responding to this question is that;
Swedish government, by playing a moral role at the international level, has
been able to introduce itself as a moral superpower and makes influence the
arrangements of international relations. This government takes a special
position in many international conflicts and that position is a mediator. In the
peacekeeping missions of the United Nations, both the forces of this
government are stationed and it pays many budgets to carry out these
missions.

Findings: In the human rights attempt that take place in developing countries,
this government is considered among the supporters of women's movements
and other human rights movements. Also, this government is considered to be
a constant in the fight against climate changes. The image of Sweden is carved
as a well-functioning utopia; Both in the outside world and among the Swedes
themselves. The hospitality of the Swedes has caused the experience of
Sweden to be painted as an extreme immigration policy and as a arrogance
sign in other European countries (Sanandaji, 2021: 62).

Analysis and Discussion: "Neutrality has been an important part of Sweden's
international brand identity"” (Bjereld, 1994: 238). Sweden is free of military
alliances. This means that "we do not agree on mutual defense guarantees and
we ourselves are responsible for the defense of Sweden.” On the other hand,
the freedom of our military alliance does not create an obstacle; participating
in international defense cooperation. In practice, Sweden's position has turned
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into non-commitment, and the public strongly supports its continuation,
however, Sweden's political elites support NATO membership (Ydén,
Berndtsson, & Petersson, 2019). This indicates the renaming of the idea of
neutrality or non-commitment after the Cold War to respond to the demands
of the international environment of the 21st century. However, the aspiration
of neutrality in Sweden as well as in Finland is an issue that has changed
according to the new security needs of these two governments. The Swedish
brand of neutrality and non-commitment can be understood as human values
and a basis for Sweden's self-perceived legitimacy to act in global affairs.
These (non-commitment and neutrality) are two important concepts in
political debates such as NATO membership debate (Simons, Manoilo, &
Trunov, 2019).

Conclusion: Sweden's ethical motivations have led to the foreign policy
behaviors formation and have sought policy-making results that characterize
the more practical layers of this country's foreign policy. The role of feminist
foreign policy, the moralism of foreign policy and Sweden's environmental
policy are topics which can be mentioned. International relations have
traditionally been introduced as the science of analyzing the relations of great
powers. Basically, the rationalist mainstream of international relations pays
attention to governments from the point of view of the size of power.
However, some of the states are considered as small states in terms of the size
of their military power, population, territory and other hard components of
power, the Nordic states are included in this division of states. these
governments, by accepting international roles, internal links with the
international normative environment and assuming humanitarian duties,
undertake missions that become brands in the world. have become
international in humanitarian, feminist, immigration, peace-oriented,
neutrality and non-commitment fields. Sweden is one of the leaders among
the small Nordic countries. Sweden has created an image which corresponding
"human rights government”, “environmental government”, "green
government", "electronic government"”, "free government" with TV this image
which has transmitted internationally. —Tarif", "feminist government",
"peace-keeping government” and “immigrant-friendly government".
However, although international commitments have been made for these roles
of Sweden, there have also been damages; Among the contradictory policies
of political parties in the country regarding the Swedish brand in some of these
fields.

Keywords: Sweden, Nordic, Moral Superpower, Small State,
Sociology of Ethics.
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2 See: Countries Scored by Overall Score, in: https://worldjusticeproject.org/rule-of-
law-index/global/2022/Sweden/
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1. “feminist foreign policy” (FFP)
2. Representation

3. Rights

4. Reallocation
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1. Women, Peace & Security (WPS)

2. Women's Economic Empowerment (WEE)

3. Sexual and reproductive health and rights (SRHR)

4. Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women
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1. Beijing Platform for Action

2. International Conference on Population and Development

3. UN security council resolution 1325 on women peace and security
4. 2030 Agenda
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1. ‘New International Economic Order’
2. ‘sustainable development’
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1. Arctic Environmental Protection Strategy

2. Kyoto targets
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1. Environmental Protection Index (EPI)
2. Carbon dioxide (CO2)

3. Methane (CH4)
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1. Fluorinated greenhouse gases (F-gases)
2. Nitrogen dioxide (NO2)
3. Proj. GHG Emissions
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