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The present study was conducted with the aim of analyzing the narrative mechanisms of the
so-called "Social Genre™ in Iranian cinema. For this purpose, by focusing on a range of
popular Iranian movies, an attempt was made to present a categorization of these imaging
systems. This classification goes beyond description and its eventuality has been investigated
through a conceptual order centered on the notion of "poverty of experience" in Walter
Benjamin's works. Utilizing the method of Semiotics 19 Iranian films between 2011 and
2021 were studied. Based on the narrative cores of these films, it was depicted that this
narrative order serves a conceptual purpose which we call "dramatizing the life of the urban
poor”. In close relation to the journalism focused on social harms, which was examined
through discourse analysis, the process of dramatizing demonsrates itself in three main
strategies: the sanctification, marginalization and condemnation-crimination of the urban poor.
This is how the Iranian "Social genre™ confronts the daily life of the urban poor in cinema and
journalism and it eventuates as something that serves the desire of the consumer society. In
other words, in the articulation of the existing situation, a transformation and a distortion
occurs, which indicates the filmmaker's deliberate effort to represent a flawed construction of
reality or a dramatized image of everyday life of the urban poor. Therefore, the film loses the
social and critical features that claims to reflect and in the final instance it becomes a kind of
mere consumer good.
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