Faculty of Social Sciences

Iranian Journal of Anthropological Research

(IJAR) ISSN: 2251-8193

Home page: https://ijar.ut.ac.ir/

Interpretive anthropology of Turkmen equestrian competitions

Ahmad Naderi! | Abdolaziz Tatar?

1. Associate professor, Department of Anthropology, Faculty of Social Sciences, University of Tehran

, Tehran, Iran. E-mail: anaderi@ut.ac.ir

2. Academy of Persian Language and Literature, and Faculty of Social Sciences, University of Tehran

E-mail: tatar.aziz@gmail.com

Article Info

ABSTRACT

Article type:

Research Article

Article history:
Received: 2023.06.16

Received in revised form:

2023.08.29
Accepted: 2023.09.09
Published online: 2023.09.19

Keywords:

Riding, Turkmen People,
Betting, Hermeneutic
interpretation, Clifford
Geertz, Interpretive
anthropology

In this paper, equestrian competitions among the Turkmen of the Turkmen-Sahara region,
which are considered a cultural-sports phenomenon for them, and the hidden meanings that
these competitions and betting around these competitions have for the people of this tribe have
been studied. Clifford Geertz's hermeneutic interpretation method has been used to study this
cultural phenomenon. Geertz mentions two methods of surface description and deep
description in ethnography. Accordingly, the work of the ethnographer is not only to provide a
report on cultural phenomena, and this part is only a superficial interpretation, but the main
work of the ethnographer is that in addition to this ethnographic report, he should provide a
deeper description of these phenomena and their meanings for that people, which is a personal
interpretation. He is an ethnographer who mentions it under the title of hermeneutic
interpretation. In this article, after explaining the concept of hermeneutics, Geertz's interpretive
approach is discussed. In the following, relying on Geertz's interpretive approach, first an
ethnographic report of this competition and its margins is presented, and then in the second
stage, a deeper description of this phenomenon is given from the authors' point of view. The
observations and interpretations of the authors indicate that keeping a horse for Turkmens
today does not only mean their relationship with horses and riding, but also indicates financial
wealth and social status for them. In addition, betting does not only have a material dimension
for people, but also shows their expertise and skill in knowing horses and their power of
prediction, which can bring them a social position among horse and horse lovers. In addition,
these people learn honesty and integrity by keeping their promises in betting without

documents and receipts.
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