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: Abstract

Received: November 7, 2022 ¢ Culture encompasses various dimensions, including behavioral, visual, oral, and
Accepted: May 30,2023 : auditory aspects. The auditory culture focuses on the sounds that individuals
Available Online: June 2, 2023 : intentionally or unintentionally encounter in their lives. Within this context,
: musical auditory culture pertains to the music that people hear within a society.
¢ However, the auditory culture of Iranian music experienced a significant
: departure from its original standards since the Qajar period and the advent of
: modernity in Iran. The original standards of Iranian music encompass elements
¢ such as poetry, composition, musical structure, and song arrangement, rooted in
: Iranian culture and arts. Iranian music represents a distinct musical identity and
: serves as a criterion for identifying the country's music, whether classical,
¢ traditional, or original. This article aims to explore the factors that led to the
: divergence of Iranian music's auditory culture from its original and authentic
¢ standards from the Naseri Era to the First Pahlavi period. The research
: methodology employed is qualitative, involving analysis and historical and
: descriptive-analytical approaches. The necessary information was gathered
: through library research. The findings indicate that social developments,
¢ cultural-artistic policies and laws, and the educational system have contributed
: to the distancing of Iranian music's auditory culture from its authentic roots.
i These factors have been categorized and analyzed under four general factors:
: Modernism, religious ceremonies, omission of Iranian musical instrument
education, and the prevalence of note-oriented education.
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Extended Abstract

1- Introduction:

Culture  encompasses  various  dimensions:
Behavioral, visual, and auditory. Auditory culture,
with a human or natural agency, consists of sounds
people selectively or non-selectively encounter in
their environment. Music falls under auditory
culture, known as musical auditory culture. This
auditory culture can be categorized into four aspects:
Musical structure, compaosition, poetry, and song
arrangement. During Iran's transition to modernity,
particularly from Naser al-Din Shah to the First
Pahlavi Period, the Iranian musical auditory culture
underwent sudden changes, straying from its
authentic cultural-artistic roots and leaning towards
the West. Cultural-artistic authenticity in Iranian
music refers to the indicators used to gauge the
auditory culture rooted in Iranian culture and art.
Iranian music represents a distinct musical identity
and criterion, encompassing classical, traditional, or
authentic elements. This article aims to explore the
factors behind the divergence of Iranian musical
auditory culture from its authentic standards during
that period.

2- Methods:

This research primarily utilized the library method
to collect data, revealing Iran's significant
susceptibility to Western influence across various
aspects. The collected data was then analyzed,
highlighting social changes, cultural-artistic policies
and laws, and the educational system as influential
factors in the distancing of the Iranian musical
auditory culture. These factors were further
categorized and discussed within four general
categories, considering their interrelatedness and
impact. The research method of this article was
historical and descriptive-analytical, with the Naseri
Period chosen as the starting point due to the initial
divergence of Iranian music's auditory culture from
its authentic standards. The First Pahlavi Period is
the endpoint because the arrival of visual and
auditory media during the Second Pahlavi Period
necessitated separate research due to the extensive
nature of their topics.

3- Findings:

In academic research, attributing a social behavior
to a single factor is impractical. Multiple elements
have contributed to the detachment of Iranian
musical auditory culture from its cultural origins,
with some factors influencing the emergence of
others. This study considers historical and social
developments, cultural policies, the educational
system, and its regulations as influential
determinants in the transformation of the musical
auditory culture. These factors, interdependent and
interconnected, are categorized under four general

themes: Modernism, religious ceremonies, the
omission of Iranian musical instrument education
during the First Pahlavi Period, and the prevalence
of note-oriented education. By examining these
elements, one can explore the Western influence on
the macro-cultural-artistic policies of the research
period.

4- Discussion & Conclusion:

Modernism: Modernism played a crucial role in the
introduction of Western instruments and schools
into Iran, particularly through the modernization of
military music. The systematic teaching of military
music began during the rule of Naser al-Din Shah
Qajar in 1868, led by French military officer Alfred
Jean-Baptiste Lemaire. Before this, Nagareh players
and instruments like flute, Sorna, Korna, and
Gavorgeh were used in military music. However, the
arrival of Western instruments gradually diminished
the use of traditional instruments like Nagareh.
Although Western music was not fully integrated
into Iranian music during this period, it laid the
initial groundwork. In 1870, the military music
branch was established at Dar al-Funun. This branch
facilitated the incorporation of Western music into
Iranian society. Gholamreza Minbashian (Salar
Moazez) and Alinagi Waziri further systematized
the educational system, solidifying the introduction
of Western music. This process eventually enabled
the performance of various Western music genres
and set the stage for the transformation of Iranian
musical auditory culture.

Religious ceremonies: Religious ceremonies played
a significant role in the divergence of the music's
auditory culture from its authenticity. The
substitution of Western instruments, e.g., the
trumpet, known for its high range in military music,
for traditional Iranian instruments during religious
performances familiarized the society with Western
instruments. However, the structure, poetry, and
arrangement of religious music remained faithful to
its origins. These performances occurred in the
presence of crowds, allowing simultaneous
exposure to music, poetry, and drama. Thus, the
utilization of Western instruments in religious music
served as a crucial context for society's auditory and
visual acquaintance with Western instruments and
music. Before this period, Iranian society lacked
familiarity with Western instruments.

Omission of Iranian musical instrument education:
With Minbashian leading the Directorate of Music
in 1938, supported by the government, the music
conservatory prioritized the replacement of Iranian
instruments with Western ones. Until then, music
education had seen little change, relying mostly on
oral traditions for Iranian instrument instruction.
However, instruments like the violin, piano, and
flute replaced traditional instruments such as
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Kamancheh, Santur, and Ney. This shift was driven
by Minbashian's belief that Iranian music lacked
scientific foundations. The haste for modernization
and a lack of understanding of national culture
influenced this educational policy. Consequently,
the mandatory use of Western instruments reshaped
Iran's music education system. As systematic
Western music education expanded, Western music
gained prominence in society, laying the
groundwork for the auditory culture's shift toward
Western music.

Prevalence of note-oriented education: Before
military music's influence, music education relied
mainly on oral transmission, with minimal focus on
Western notation. Some Iranian music teachers
continued using the traditional  method,
incorporating Abjad letters and Iranian rhythms.
Oral teaching was valued for imparting the teacher's
lifestyle and ensuring accurate rendition,
challenging to achieve through notation. The rise of
Western music education originated from military
music, as Salar Moazez's suggestion transformed the
military music branch into Iran's first Western music
school. In the First Pahlavi Period, Waziri
introduced Western notation and theoretical

foundations based on Western classical music.
However, Western notation did not harmonize with
Iranian music. Despite this, musical themes were
transferred using Western methods, limiting the
conceptual understanding present in oral traditions.
The expansion of Western music education during
the Qajar dynasty and subsequent changes marked
the shift of Iranian music towards the West, laying
the groundwork for the transformation of its
auditory culture.
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