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. : Abstract
Received: July 2, 2022 ¢ Movie and cinema consumption is not separate from social and cultural determinations.
Accgpted: Jun_e 21,2023 The purpose of this article is sociological explanation of movie and cinema consumption
Available online: June 22, 2023 ¢ in Isfahan. The theoretical framework of the article is based on Pierre Bourdieu's cultural
theory and adding some neglected variables in his thought. In order to achieve the main
: objective, the survey method is adapted in the positivism paradigm. The statistical
: population includes 1,972,660 people, the sample size is equal to 401 people, and the
sampling method is quota one. Simple and multiple regression models with hidden
variables, Pearson correlation coefficient and correlation model, analysis of variance or
ANOVA test, and independent samples t-test were used to test the hypotheses. According
: to the results of this research, cultural capital and its components (objectified, embodied,
institutionalized), cinematic knowledge, reference groups, and economic capital have
influenced the consumption of movies and cinema, but the variables of gender, ethnicity,
Keywords: : marital status, and level of education have influenced the consumption of movies and
Film consumption, cultural cinema did not have a significant impact. The variable of cinematic knowledge had a
capital, Iranian cinema, reference partial mediating role in the relationship between cultural capital and movie and cinema
groups i consumption, but the variable of cultural capital as a mediator had no role in the
¢ relationship between economic capital and movie and cinema consumption. According
to the general model of the research, it can be concluded that in general, 40% of the
variance of the movie and cinema consumption variable is explained by the independent
¢ variables of this research.
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Extended Abstract

1- Introduction

Consumption is not only a utilitarian economic
process, but also a social one, involving cultural
signs and symbols.  Accordingly, media
consumption is considered as one of the aspects of
cultural consumption. The consumption of movies
and cinema in connection with the changes of
contemporary society is considered as both an
indicator and a tool of cultural consumption, and
movies, while maintaining the function of
entertainment and leisure, have also maintained their
artistic aspect. In today's globalized era, this pattern
has spread to Isfahan. In recent years, the renovation
and increase in the number of movies in Isfahan, the
expansion of online movie screening sites such as
Filimo and Namava, and the use of virtual network
channels in the publication and downloading of
authorized and unauthorized movies have made
Isfahan residents watch movies more than before.
They take it seriously as a leisure activity.
Therefore, a part of the cultural situation of Isfahan
can be explained by studying the procedure of movie
consumption. Therefore, the main goal of this article
is the sociological explanation of movie and cinema
consumption in Isfahan. In this article, the effect of
variables of economic capital, cultural capital,
ethnicity, cinema knowledge, gender, education and
age on movie and cinema consumption will be
studied. The selection of these variables will result
from theoretical and experimental studies of cinema
consumption.

2- Method

In order to achieve the main objective, the survey
method is adapted to the positivitsm paradigm. The
statistical population is 1,972,660 people, the
sample size is 401 people, and the sampling method
is quota type. Data analysis tools are SPSS and
AMOS statistical software. In order to test the
hypotheses and generalize the results obtained from
the sample size to the statistical population, simple
and multiple regression models with hidden
variables, Pearson correlation coefficient and
correlation model, analysis of variance or ANOVA
test, and independent samples t-test were used to test
the research hypotheses.

3- Findings

The results show that 77% of the respondents watch
an lIranian movie at least once a week. This shows
that at the end of the nineties, watching movies is a
common leisure activity in Isfahan. Cinema
consumption is less than movie consumption. More
than 20% of people in the city regularly go to
cinemas and 43.2% rarely or never go to cinemas.
Only 25.2% of these people consider the quality of
the screen to be excellent and 45.6% consider it to

be average. 23.7% are not very satisfied with the
seats. About 75% of people consider the air
conditioning and temperature of Isfahan cinemas as
medium to high, 73.3% have the same opinion about
convenience services such as parking and buffet,
and 71.3% have the same opinion about
geographical location and accessibility. However,
there is no satisfaction regarding the sound quality
of the hall, and 47% rated it as low or very low.
Therefore, it can be said that according to the
respondents, the cinemas in Isfahan city have good
quality. The favorite genre of the movie audience
has arrived. A result shows that people like family
and social genres more, and the least interest is
reported in the Western genre. Advertising is the
most important factor (59.3%). Interest in the
director (56.7%) and interest in the subject of the
movie (48.4%) are in the next categories, and
learning (23.9%) is the least important for them.

4- Discussion & Conclusion

According to the findings of this research, cultural
capital and its components (objectified, embodied,
institutionalized), cinematic knowledge, reference
groups, and economic capital have influenced movie
and cinema consumption, but the variables of
gender, ethnicity, marital status, and level of
education have influenced movie and cinema
consumption. had no significant impact. The
variable of cinematic knowledge had a partial
mediating role in the relationship between cultural
capital and movie and cinema consumption, but the
variable of cultural capital as a mediator had no role
in the relationship between economic capital and
movie and cinema consumption. According to the
general model of the research, it can be concluded
that in general, 40% of the variance of the movie and
cinema consumption variable is explained by the
independent variables of this research. In the next
step, the effect of cinematic knowledge on movie
and cinema consumption was discussed, and the
confirmation of this effect through statistical
analysis shows that people with different levels of
cinematic knowledge show different behaviors
towards the dependent variable. In other words, it is
possible to predict the variable of movie and cinema
consumption through cinematic knowledge.

In the same way, the effect of reference groups
variable on movie and cinema consumption was
studied and it was concluded that the role of
reference groups in the behavior of people related to
movie and cinema consumption is effective and the
behavior of people in this dependent variable can be
determined by the orientations of these groups.
predicted. Of course, in the context of this topic, we
can mention the diversity and plurality of reference
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groups and the simultaneous adherence of people to
several reference groups; what is obtained from
pointing out this point is the complexity and
importance of this variable in the analyses related to
the dependent variable. The relationship between the
independent variable of age and the dependent
variable of movie and cinema consumption was the
other relationship  studied. Regarding this
relationship, it can be stated that the type of
relationship between these two variables has a
suitable intensity of correlation and its direction is
opposite; which means that as the age increases, the
consumption of movies and cinema decreases and
vice versa.
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