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i Abstract

: Stereotyping is a tool that plays a role in the realism and constructivism of the
¢ around phenomena and is effective in directing public opinion. The media pays
: attention to this feature and uses it to promote, shape and motivate their
: audiences. Gender stereotyping is an example of this behavior that is used in the
: media, including the art media of cinema, and is used and exploited by
: filmmakers willingly or unwillingly. By virtue of its salient features, namely,
¢ verisimilitude, empathy, identification and escapism, cinema is treated as an
: objective and practical medium in the process of communications, and has a
¢ large-sized audience. That’s why managers and experts involved in this industry
: need to have sound knowledge and full awareness to be able to establish and
: facilitate proper communications. Iranian cinema has a long history and isn’t
: free from gender stereotypes. This research examines gender stereotyping in
: Iranian cinema with a practical purpose and its main problem is to analyze the
: representation of women in post-revolutionary cinema. The research method is
: qualitative with a descriptive-analytical approach and is done by collecting
: information from library sources and audio and video archives. Therefore, in
: order to reveal the problem of research that has been produced and disseminated
. after the revolution, the films Reyhane, Eynak Doudi, Gisboride, Rosvaii have
¢ been selected based on a purposeful selection of desirable items and analyzed
¢ based on the theoretical foundations of research.
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Extended Abstract

1- Introduction

Cinema is an artistic medium that can greatly
contribute to representation, reflection, and
formation of the surrounding society beyond the
cinema itself. With its unique features, this form of
art has possessed an important position in
demonstrating or representing the reality, touching
the audience’s identification, empathy, and
believability. Accordingly, intellectual governors
have long seen the cinema as a suitable basis for
promoting thoughts and forming groups of peoples
with the same thoughts as themselves, thereby
utilizing the cinema for approaching their goals. In
this way, they promote norms and/or abnormal
behaviors/thoughts in different forms through a
process called stereotyping. Gender stereotypes are
among the common stereotypes in all human
societies, especially in patriarchist communities
where this belief is institutionalized into the
individuals’ minds since early ages. Bombardment
by concepts where women are perceived as
incapable of doing particular things not only induces
this unreal female incapability into the society as
well as the women themselves, leads the society
toward a sort of discrimination against the women —
a phenomenon with adverse impacts for all members
of the society. Gender stereotypes present a uniform
and framed subjective image of particular behaviors
in relation to men and women, without having them
considered and tested in the first place. Although the
old-fashion traditional attitude to which the woman
is a barely housekeeper who is busy in the kitchen
for the most part has changed but a large number of
media follow the same attitude and reflection of this
approach has become a stereotype in dramatic
works, including those presented in cinema. Despite
the changes occurred to the women’s position in the
post-revolution representation system of Iranian
cinema, their position is still challenging and
attentions are being paid to the women’s roles.
Conducted to accomplish an applied objective, the
present research finds it necessary to change this
dilemma, placing an emphasis on the importance of
proper treatment of female characters in today’s
cinema. In this respect, it attempts to pathologically
explore female roles in the post-revolution cinema
to help recognize the audience and filmmakers and
improve their awareness. Accordingly, the main
research objective in this study is to explore the
demonstration of woman in the post-revolution
cinema of Iran.

2- Method

The present research was conducted through an
analytic approach based on case studies. Once
finished with a review of relevant literature, the
researcher divided the post-revolution cinema of
Iran into three stages. The first stage spans from

1979 to 1986 when the then authorities of the post-
revolution cinema eliminated the female roles in
movies, pushing the women out to the margins.
Uncertainty about what can be perceived as
permissible led to complete absence of women in
movies. In all movies released during 1981, there
was only one female teacher role, with one female
doctor taking part in all movies released in the
subsequent year (1982).
3- Findings

During 1982 — 1985, no employed woman was
demonstrated in all 175 movies released. However,
as the time passed, the female roles became more
significant in the cinema. The second stage refers to
1986 — 1997 period. In 1987, females’ appearance
as leading character was very dilute in all 37 movies
released in that year. Indeed, in 25 movies, the
leading character was a man while 7 movies had
male and female leading roles, leaving only 3
movies led by female roles. In 1988, none of the
produced movies demonstrated an employed
woman. Woman-oriented movies were disregarded
in significant film festivals. Absence and ignorance
of women were intensified in the Iranian cinema
during the 1980s to the point where juries of the
fourth and fifth Fajr Film Festivals argued
inappropriate appearance of women in movies,
thereby avoiding to present any award for the best
actress in the mentioned festivals. As a macro
analysis outcome, it can be stipulated that, after the
Islamic Revolution and until 1989, the dominant
dilemma in the society was a kind of restoration of
traditionalism, as opposed to modernization
ideology, forming all aspects of the social life. This
ideology tended to inhibit women’s participation in
the society as an accepted social class. The third
stage spans from 1997 to 2001. Until 1997, women
were mostly demonstrated by their traditional skills
like embroidery, knitting, and sewing. After June
1997, however, women in cinema were
demonstrated by such modern skill like driving,
music, computer, filming and photography, sports,
and foreign languages. Women’s presence in public
arenas affected their behaviors as well. Indeed, in
this stage, hot topics among women turned into
education and politics as they criticized the status-
quo and the governing thoughts of the society,
especially regarding the women. In order to shed
light on the research objective, once finished with
the literature review, the researcher utilized
purposive sampling to select a number of post-
revolution movies, including  “Reyhaneh”,
“Sunglasses”, “The Cut-Haired”, and “Scandal”, to
have their contents analyzed in detail based on the
theoretical foundation of the research.

4- Discussion and Conclusion

Zinalabedini, P., & Shafieion, H. (2023). Gender stereotyping and the representation of women in Iranian cinema.



Sociology of Culture and Art Volume 5. Issue 2. Summer 2023. Pages 19 to 35

Research findings indicated that four components
impose critical contributions to stereotyping the
woman’s role in the post-revolution cinema of Iran:
(1) orientation: attempts are made to purposively
orient the audience’s insight and attitude toward a
particular direction, (2) inverse reflection: attempts
are made to reflect the realities of the society in an
inverse demonstration, (3) highlighting and
exaggeration: demonstration of reality is highlighted
and exaggerated with a particular purpose and from
a specific point of view, and (4) normalization: by
generating stereotypes, movies try to normalize the
distortion of social facts. Obtained results show that,
in the post-revolution cinema of Iran, roles are,
either intentionally or unintentionally, defined for
women to induce their reflections in the society and
these influences lead women toward thinking that
these stereotypes are all showing the right way to
them. On the other hand, with all customary and
ethnic constraints and the concerns regarding the
empowerment of women, stereotypes are receiving

more and more attention because the swapping of
and changes to the roles of men and women and
elimination of the look-down view to women in
movies can form a perspective that is significantly
contrasting to the society’s perception and
reflection.
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