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: Abstract
: The subject of this article is the post-colonial reading of Haji Murad's story by
: Sadaq Hedayat. The issue is whether the representation of a native intellectual
: like Sadegh Hedayat of the Iranian society is in the service of the dominant
: narrative of the West, or can it break the silence of the downtrodden of the
Iranian society and be their voice? To answer this question, post-colonial studies,
: especially Gayatri Spivak's theory, and the deconstruction method are used,
: which David Boget divides into eight stages of searching for double oppositions,
: reinterpreting hierarchies, finding protesting voices, another side of the
: narrative, negation of traces, finding exceptions, tracing between lines and
: Rearrangement is set. The result of the research shows the existence of eight
: double oppositions, after discovering the hierarchies governing them, it is
: possible to realize the existence of the silent voices of the common people,
: children, strangers and the poor on one side and the protesting voice of women
Keywords.: . . i on the other side. Pirang is the ruler of the satirical story, which by turning it into
Post-colonialism, deconstruction, : . . . A .
Haji Murad, Sadegh Hedayat i roma_ntlc one, you can witness a different .de:\plctlon of the na_rratlve. Another
women. exception and strain is the narrative of feminism, and by moving between the
: lines of the story, we come to criticize the patriarchal system of Iranian society.
¢ Thus, when the goal of reorganization is set, we will witness a law-abiding social
structure based on the mutual rights of men and women.
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Extended Abstract

1- Introduction:

In the current research, using post-colonial reading
and using the deconstruction method, according to
the story of Haji Murad by Sadegh Hedayat paid.
Post-colonial studies analyze the colonial discourse
with a critical attitude and emphasize the
consequences of colonialism and seek to understand
the current situation through rethinking and critical
analysis of the past history. The main topic of
discussion in this field of study is the relationship
between culture and imperialism, especially in the
developing world. The purpose of post-colonial
criticism is to intervene in the western discourses of
modernity and break them apart. Post-colonial
criticism seeks to reveal the point that economic and
political domination was always accompanied by
the formulation of discourses in which the otherness
of Asian and African peoples was denied as an
independent identity, and they were also culturally
colonized. A postcolonial reading of a novel,
anecdote or story gives readers a new insight into
identity and cultural critique. The existence of
western and other (eastern) civilized societies is a
story that has always been discussed in fiction after
the emergence of western colonialists, and literature
has always played an effective role in the spread of
colonialism or the anti-colonial movement.

2- Methods:

The research method of the present study is
deconstruction. Deconstruction is a type of text
reading that tries to discover the presuppositions
inside a text. This term was coined by the
contemporary French philosopher Jacque Derrida
with a not very clear meaning. Deconstructing refers
to a special method in reading texts, the purpose of
which is to destabilize the focus or center of the text
based on the semantic elements taken from its
surroundings. Since the current research method is
of a qualitative type, post-colonial literature is used
in this research not as a theoretical framework, but
for the theoretical interpretation of deconstructive
reading. One of the people who used deconstruction
as a method is David Boget; In practice, Boget goes
beyond Derrida's interpretation of deconstruction
and considers deconstruction as a kind of critical
analysis method and designs an eight-step model for
deconstruction critique. This method has been used
in this research.

3- Result:

According to the application of the deconstruction
approach and David Boje's eight-stage method, the
present article has achieved the following: In the
first stage, the dual oppositions in Haji Murad's story
were found. In the second stage, the reinterpretation
of binary oppositions was discussed, in this part, the
inferiority of women and the second-rank position
of women compared to men can be seen in a tangible
way, and this inferiority shows itself in different and
concrete forms in the constructive view of the text
of the story. The third stage is to find protesting
voices. In the story of Haji Murad Sadegh Hedayat,
the common people, children, strangers and the poor
have no voice and are on the complete margins of
society, but women, although marginalized and
inferior by men, are also protesting to some extent.
In the fourth stage, that is, the other side of the
narrative, Haji Murad's story shows that despite the
complete dominance of patriarchy, the elements of a
female-dominated narrative can be found in the text
and turn the dominant hierarchy upside down. In the
fifth stage, i.e. the negation of the color, the color of
the story of "Haji Murad" is satirical. Now, if we
assume that instead of a satirical tone, the story of
Haji Murad had a romantic tone, the story would
have a different narrative. In the sixth stage, that is,
finding the exception, the exception to this general
rule is feminism. In the seventh stage, that is, tracing
between the lines, by reading between the lines of
this narrative, we reach what is not said, in which the
narrator of the story intends to ridicule the
traditional and patriarchal system ruling the Iranian
society, where women are subordinate. The final
stage, i.e. re-organization, the patriarchy of Iranian
society in the form of Haji, master, adulthood, the
owner of inheritance and familiarity, falls from the
centrality, and with the free play of the hidden dual
opposition in the text, we achieve a social structure
based on the clear and mutual rights of men and
women.

4- Conclusion:

The story of Haji Murad was seen as a shelter of
conflicting logics and double confrontations, which
is often ignored or left out of view. Contrasts of
pilgrim/public, master/student, inheritor/lack of
inheritance, childhood/adulthood, law/lawlessness,
familiar/stranger and woman/man when they are
reinterpreted show the existence of vertical
hierarchy in the self and the ideology and dominance
relations governing the have story.



Mohammad Mobini Shoorestani and Hadi Nouri. A post-colonial reading of Haji Murad's story by Sadegh Hedayat;

Emphasizing the method of deconstruction.

With the eight-stage critical analysis of the story, we
find out the existence of a satirical plot and plot
ruling the text, during which the general rule of
patriarchy rules the story; But by tracing the lines,
we can discover different voices, some of them like
the common people, strangers, the poor, children
have a silent voice and others like women have a
protesting voice that can be heard with a different
interpretation of the story despite the dominance of
the patriarchal ideology. Therefore, with a
deconstructive reading of Haji Murad's story, the
ideological assumptions and the structure of
patriarchal domination can be exposed, and by
hearing the marginalized and forgotten but
protesting voices of women, they can be
empowered, and in this way, the central question of
"Can the subaltern speak?" Spivak gave a positive
answer and provided a space for the inferior class of
women in the Iranian society of the era of Haji
Murad to speak and traced the silent resistance of the
inferior natives in the story to be a response to the
colonial texts that only represent certain parts of the
native population.

In the story of Haji Murad, instead of being
complicit with the imperialist discourse and serving
the dominant narrative of the West, Sadegh Hedayat
tries to silence the downtrodden of Iranian society
and be their voice. Hedayat's representation of
Iranian women's active resistance shows that unlike
colonial texts in the third world, we are not faced
with uncultured people, and this insight becomes
possible with the help of post-colonial reading and
deconstruction method, which by shaking the
centrality of Haji Murad's story, can give readers a
new insight into identity.
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